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Abstract 

Bachelor thesis „Rupture of the Security Policy of France under the Leadership of Nicolas 

Sarkozy? Comparative Analysis of Participation in Conflicts with the EU and NATO 

Presence“ evaluates whether the arrival of President Nicolas Sarkozy marked the break or the 

so called rupture in the French security policy. The first chapter focuses on the historical 

background of the French foreign and security policy, especially during the presidency of 

Jacques Chirac and Nicolas Sarkozy. Their priorities identified in the Defense White Papers 

and their institutional relations within the EU and NATO were further developed in the 

following chapters, where approach of both presidents to missions led by NATO and the EU 

was analyzed. The second chapter consists of the analysis of the Artemis mission in Congo 

and EUFOR in Chad. Both presidents were involved in these missions them and tried to push 

the defense cooperation at European level to the next stage, but each one for different reasons 

- Chirac wanted to balance the influence of NATO in Europe and Sarkozy wanted to embrace 

both international organizations to improve the position of France. The third chapter focuses 

on the ISAF mission in Afghanistan. Sarkozy proved that it's possible for France to participate 

in the CFSP and NATO missions in a greater extent than during the presidency of Chirac. 

Nevertheless, he had to deal with the reality of the limited budget capacity, domestic political 

resentment with involvement in military operations and with the financial crisis. Likely, this 

was the reason why he couldn't significantly increase the influence of France on the security 

in the Euro-Atlantic area. Since Charles de Gaulle, the relationship between France and EU 

and NATO has not been characterized by a revolution but an evolution. Thus the arrival of 

Sarkozy to the Elysee Palace could be rather called rupture cosmétique.  


