
Summary 
 

This diploma thesis deals with the Arctic geopolitical region from the  perspective of one of the most 

influential regionalist concepts in the modern IR theory and international security studies – the 

regional security complex theory developed by Barry Buzan and Ole Wæver from the Copenhagen 

Peace Research Institute. The main aim of the thesis is to examine whether such a specific 

geopolitical region as the Arctic could be analyzed from the perspective of this theory and defined as 

a regional security complex with a unique security dynamics and an intense interconnection of major 

processes of securitization and desecuritization. This research question seeks to suggest a theoretical 

and analytical tool for studying the specific regional dynamics of the Arctic, and alternatively identify 

shortcomings of the theory in confrontation with the case and propose possible theoretical 

modifications. The diploma thesis concludes that the Arctic can be classified as a regional security 

complex in terms of Buzan´s and Wæver´s theory, although as an emerging one with rather weak 

securitization interconnections yet with a big potential to develop into a strong and dynamic security 

complex. The application of the Arctic case to the theory however showed that there is a need for 

some theoretical modifications to make the concept more flexible.  
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