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Opponent’s Review 

Tereza Pavlíčková, “Topographies of Culture and Identity: The Role of Landscapes and Cityscapes in 

Selected Film Representations of Ireland,” BA thesis 

Choice of Topic: 

The proposed topic of this BA thesis is certainly both an ambitious and fruitful one. The thesis works 

through a set of complex theoretical issues in relation to this topic in an intellectually discerning and 

contextually sensitive manner, and with a confidence that marks this as exceptional piece of work for a 

BA level student. 

 

Thesis statement / aims and objectives: 

The project is constructed around a clearly articulated set of objectives, at the core of which is the goal 

of analyzing the ways in which landscapes and cityscapes signify within the cultural discourse of Irish 

cinema from the 1950s to the 2000s. The objectives of the work are specific and perceptively 

developed throughout in a combination of contextual, conceptual and analytic modes. The limits of the 

enquiry and the selection of films for analysis are both clearly explained. 

 

Structure and development: 

The opening two chapters focus on the broader issues of social and cultural constructions of place and 

identity. These chapters chart the development of Irish cultural discourse from the revivalist period 

through to the emergence of cinema and forward to the representations of Ireland produced by the rise 

of tourism. Ms Pavlíčková navigates this broad and complex territory astutely. Her command of her 

materials is sure, and she succeeds in keeping the focus and sense of overall purpose. The remainder of 

the thesis is split into two analytic chapters—one interpreting “landscape narratives” in the films The 

Quiet Man, Ryan’s Daughter and Poitín; the other reading “cityscape narratives” in The Commitments 

and Intermission. Both chapters offer original and convincingly framed insights into the films and 

their treatment of place, while at the same time drawing on a wide range of secondary materials. While 

there are a few areas in the fourth chapter that may have been stylistically smoother and the discussion 

slightly reoriented, overall these are very minor compared to the obvious achievements of the thesis as 

a whole. 

 

Research: 

The research undertaken for this project extends well beyond the usual range for a BA work. The 

resources sought out, selected and used by Ms Pavlíčková testify to a dedication and sense of initiative 

that is rare. She has succeeded in assembling an impressive bibliography comprising not only of 

important standard texts but also of very recently published articles and books. These materials are 

throughout the work deployed with skill and judgement. 

 

Use of sources: 

There are no major formal or stylistic issues concerning the use of sources, although it might have 

been better to restart footnote numbers at the beginning of each new chapter. Materials have been 

carefully cited throughout.  

 

Stylistics and language: 

Ms Pavlíčková’s writing style is excellent—fluent, consistent and accomplished.   
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Format: 

A great deal of care has been taken with format of the project. 

 

 

I recommend the thesis for defence and propose to grade the work “excellent” / 1. 

 

 

4.6.2012 

Clare Wallace, PhD 
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