Summary

In my thesis paper entitled “The Function of Fanciful Motives in Present Czech
Literature for Children” | begin by theoretically exploring the problems of fantasy literature
and fantasy motifs. | then discuss the lives and work of various authors and focus on an
analysis of their literary works with child heroes and fantasy motifs. | have selected texts for
interpretation on the basis of the following conditions: the books are specifically intended for
children and adolescents; the stories have a realistic level and the fantasy area is somehow
part of this; the fantasy world is logically incorporated into the fictional world corresponding
to our everyday experiences and this imaginary world therefore applies to real life; the fantasy
motifs serve a specific function; and the fantasy motifs appear as an equal element to the
realistic ones. The following works in particular are examined in this thesis paper: Emma and
the Magic Book by Petra Braunova, Gabriela’s Magic World by Pavel Brycz, The Enchanted
Classroom by lvona Biezinova, Lenka and Nelka or AHA by Daniela Fischerova, The Magic
Saturdays by Milo§ Kratochvil, Ghosts from Nerudova Street by Ivana Vostfakova and the
books Wednesday Tastes Good, The Main Victory, The Owl’s Song, Jozin goes to Africa,
Elias and the Grandma from the Egg, Where has Rebarbora Gone? and Mice Belong in
Heaven by Iva Prochazkova. | discuss the works and interpret their meaning, focussing
mainly on the fantasy motifs that are found in them, and try to explain their function. In the
conclusion of the paper | summarise the most important information and infer theories
connected with fantasy motifs in children’s literature.

Authors who choose fantasy motifs to explore a theme or problem can with their
assistance create a readable story that reflects something about reality, about the world, about
life, about people, about childhood or about growing up. Fantasy elements often compel the
reader to think. Fantasy motifs metaphorically and symbolically capture human desires, fears,
problems and needs. Symbols permit a certain distance to be maintained while at the same
time enable something to be experienced and learned while getting to the heart of a topic.

| based this paper in particular on the publications of Lady Hazai, Jacquelin Held,
Tzvetena Todorova and Nancy H. Traill. | also used the work of Bohumil Foit and Jifi
Sramek. When interpreting specific novels | often tried to create my own theories due to the
frequent lack of sufficient materials. When analysing several literary works | was particularly
inspired by Svatava Urbanova and Milena Subrtova. Of course | used the work of other

authors as well.



