
This  thesis  concentrates  on the  subject  of  the  Moscow negotiations  in  March 1939 and 

preceeding and following events. The Moscow negotiations are considered to be the starting point 

of the Communist seizure of power in Czechoslovakia, leading to their moment of final triumph in 

February 1948.

Near  the  very  end  of  the  Second  World  War,  members  of  the  Czechoslovak  exile 

government, together with president Edvard Beneš, traveled to Moscow in order to discuss several 

political,  economical  and  military  issues  with  the  Soviets.  The  issue  of  highest  importance, 

however,  were  talks  between  the  democratic  Czechoslovak  representatives  from  London  and 

Czechoslovak Communists who have taken refuge in Moscow aftet the beginning of the war.

It is not an exaggeration to say that everything was at stake. Literally, these talks were to 

define the long-term future of Czechoslovakia and, indeed, sadly, they had. While the democrats, 

arrived unprecedently unprepaired, the Communists had already elaborated a complete government 

program  (later  passed,  with  only  minor  changes,  as  the  Košice  Government  Program), 

unsurprisingly  very  leftist  and  pro-Soviet.  In  military  terms,  the  Communists  gained  strategic 

initiative and forced the democrats into a passive role with a very little potential for making any 

significant  changes  to  the  document.  The  Communist  have  performed  further  actions  to  give 

themselves advantage: they split their party into two, the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and 

the Communist Party of Slovakia, thus doubling their mandate, they also made sure that the other 

two socialist parties could not run for the elections in Slovakia, but only in the Czech lands. All  

right-wing  parties  were  banned  (unusual  even  in  the  context  of  post-war  Europe)  and  all  the 

remaining parties were organised into one body called the National Front of the Czechs and the 

Slovaks.

After three days of talks, the program was passed and a new government was formed, almost 

exactly as the Communists suggested, giving them the seats of the first and second Deputy Prime 

Minister,  the  Minister  of  Interior,  the  Minister  of  Information,  the  Minister  of  Education,  the 

Minister  of Defence and the Minister  of Agriculture.  Furthemore,  Zdeněk Fierlinger,  the Prime 

Minister was, by that time, a Social Democrat only de irue, in fact already a communist.

President Edvard Beneš did not attend these talks. The purpose of his visit was to negotiate 

with  the  Soviets  upon issues  concerning the  post-war arrangement  of  Czechoslovakia,  borders, 

Carpathian Ruthenia, the I Czechoslovak Army Corps and other.

The  Soviet  People's  Commissar  for  Foreign  Affairs  Vyacheslav  Molotov  showed  great 

interest in completing the transition of Carpathian Ruthenia from Czechoslovakia to the Ukrainian 

SSR and asked Beneš to write an sealing declaration for the Supreme Soviet.

The Soviets confirmed Czechoslovakia's pre-Münich borders and expressed that they show 

„understanding“ for the planned expulsion of Germans and Hungarians from Czechoslovakia.



Further negotiations took place between representatives of the Slovak National Council and 

the Czech politicians. The Council, a political representation of the Slovak National Uprising, came 

with radical nationalist demands. These talks resulted into a compromise and were postponed until 

the state was fully under control of the government.

The Moscow negotiations were the first major triumph of Czechoslovak Communists and 

paved their path to February 1948. Their success in every aspect possible became the basis of their  

later  actions  throughout  1945-1948.  Their  position  at  the  Ministry  of  Interior  together  with 

infiltrating the State Security allowed them to successfully execute operations aimed at dicrediting 

their opponents and later evade any investigations.

These attempts, however, were unsuccessful and became known to the public. In February 

1948, democratic Ministers decided to resign in order to get rid of the Communists. Should the 

government fall, after a resignation of a majority of the ministers, new elections would take place 

and the Communists, with low preferences due to their operations becoming compromised, would 

suffer a defeat.

Tragically, only twelve Ministers of the twenty-five headed cabinet resigned, members of 

the National Socialist, People's and Slovak Democratic parties. Neither the unaffiliated Minister of 

Foreign Affairs Jan Masaryk nor the Social Democrats (whose party was already collaborating with 

the Communists) gave up their seats.

President Beneš, forced by Gottwald, the Communist Prime Minister, to believe there was a 

threat of a civil war, accepted the resignation and the vacant seats were filled with Communists. 

They finally succeeded in seizing power and did not let go until the Velvet Revolution, forty one 

years later.

It was the result of a long chain of events, starting with the Moscow negotiations in March 

1945. These were indeed the first steps to February 1948.


