
Abstract 

The paper deals with Spanish cultural institute the Cervantes Institute and its activity 

after 2004. Important changes occured in Spain after the arrival of the new governement that 

year in both domestic and foreign policy. The research question is whether they had an 

important influence on the activity of the Cervantes Institute. The paper concludes the 

political changes had an important influence on the effort of the Institute to promote cultural 

diversity of Spain, dialogue between cultures or equality, e.g. women´s rights. An important 

change also temporarily represented the emphasis put on the opening of new centers in the 

European Union and less interest in the expansion into the United States. Last but not least, 

the Institute started to focus more on the activities in Arab countries and to be present in sub-

Saharan Africa. The first chapter concerns the theory of cultural diplomacy, the role of 

cultural institutes and other related concepts. The second chapter focuses on the model of 

Spanish cultural diplomacy and the Cervantes Institute. It deals with Spanish terminology and 

the division of Spanish foreign cultural policy, the history of Spanish cultural diplomacy from 

the beginning of the 20
th

 century, the foundation of the Cervantes Institute, the development 

of its activitites and its characteristics. Finally, it describes the current model of Spanish 

cultural diplomacy and the place of the Cervantes Institute within that. The last and main 

chapter focuses on the changes in the activity of the Cervantes Institute from 2004 until 2010. 

Firstly, it outlines the changes in Spanish domestic and foreign policy, the strategy in cultural 

diplomacy included. Then, it deals with the activity of the Institute after 2004 itself. It poses 

subquestions whether any changes occured in its main and side thematic aims, in the values 

the Institute diffuses, in its geographic priorities and whether they were caused by political 

changes.  

 


