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Prítomnosť ilegálných imigrantov v USA: navrhované riešenia a ich dȏȏȏȏsledky 

  Tatiana Hořavová has produced an interesting B.A. dissertation on the presence of 

illegal immigrants in the United States. Overall, the work is well-written and well-referenced. Ms. 

Hořavová’s supervisor, Kryštof Kozák, is eminently qualified to supervise the dissertation as his own 

work involves the subject matter. Ms. Hořavová has opted to be short, sweet, and to the point. I admire 

this. She has divided the dissertation into an introduction, three main chapters, and a conclusion. The 

English-language annotation and summary are most helpful. In addition, I appreciate the writing style.  

  In the introduction, Ms. Hořavová presents the issue of illegal immigration as one that is 

complex, but finding a solution is even more difficult. She correctly states that the issue needs to be 

seen in the contemporary context of American society. It is made clear to the reader what he or she can 

expect in each of the three main chapters. Also, there is a short section on the literature. As the topic is 

politically “heated”, it is often difficult to distinguish between scholarly accounts and cheap political 

diatribes. Therefore, I would guess that Ms. Hořavová’s decision to mention only a few sources here is 

appropriate. 

  Chapter 1 traces the roots of the immigration issue and analyzes the present-day 

American immigration system. As Ms. Hořavová states, we need to look back to the Bracero program, 

which brought cheap Mexican agricultural laborers to the United States on a short-term basis, as well as 

the 1965 immigration legislation, which opened up the United States to massive Latin American and 

Third World immigration. Whether we like it or not, the 1965 immigration law changed the face of 

America. The discussion of the different types of immigration visas is most helpful because it illustrates 

the complicated nature of the immigration system. The final section of Chapter 1 portrays the 
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demographic composition of recent illegal immigrants in the United States. One thing is for sure: 

Europeans no longer form the backbone of immigration to the United States. Instead, Latin Americans 

and Asians have been coming in droves. Regardless of whether immigrants come legally or illegally, they 

are bound to have some impact on the society in which they have come to live. 

  Chapter 2 provides an analysis of various aspects of illegal immigration. First and 

foremost, the issue of illegal immigration is a legal one. How does one address a problem, which, in 

addition to being of a vast nature, is in itself illegal? Second, there are debates on the economic impact 

of illegal immigration. Economic protectionists are most likely to be most fervently opposed to illegal 

immigration. Third, cultural and national identity debates have arisen on illegal immigration. What sort 

of nation does the United States wish to be? This is bound to be controversial in a country as diverse as 

the United States. Fourth, there exists a security dimension to the illegal immigration debate. Since 11 

September 2001, Americans have been more concerned about security risks and potential terrorism. As 

Ms. Hořavová correctly points out, however, no terrorists have been found among Mexicans, who are 

the largest illegal immigrant group in the United States. I must say, however, that the current drug wars 

in Mexico (especially in border cities) do raise the question of cross-border organized crime. 

  Chapter 3 addresses possible remedies to the problem of illegal immigration. Ms. 

Hořavová depicts various “hard” and “soft” measures. As for hard measures, mass deportations, 

pressure on employers, securing borders, limiting illegal immigrants’ access to social benefits, selective 

deportations, and abolishing sanctuary cities are discussed in detail. Insofar as soft measures are 

concerned, Ms. Hořavová scrutinizes arguments in favor of legalization (amnesty) and temporary worker 

programs. This chapter illustrates just how polarizing the matter of illegal immigration has become and 

it is obvious to any intelligent observer that there is no simple solution.  
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  In the conclusion, Ms. Hořavová states her view that the real problem is the inadequacy 

of the American immigration system and the lack of a consensus as to what immigration policy in 

today’s America should actually represent. She calls for a compromise solution, but concedes that this is 

unlikely to come about in the near future. 

  I enjoyed reading Tatiana Hořavová’s work. She has aptly analyzed the arguments in the 

illegal immigration debate and has presented her results well. The minimum requirements for a B.A. 

dissertation have been greatly surpassed by Ms. Hořavová, who has tackled the issue at hand in an 

exemplary manner. I recommend an excellent mark. 
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