
Characteristics of the wovels in German language compares to those in the Czech language 

Annotation in the english language 

My thesis explores characteristics of the vowels in German language and compares them to those in 

the Czech language. The thesis is devided into the following parts: introduction, theoretical part, 

practical part and the ending. 

Introduction summarizes the reasons that made me choose this particular topic, it presents the 

literature and my opinion on why phonetics is such an important part of communication, my 

expectations and the description of my work.  

Theoretical part consists of several chapters: 

a)characteristics of german vowels, how they are devided according to the basic classification (the 

position of the tongue, quality, quantity, labialization) and according to other clasiffications 

(stress/reduction, participation of the nasal cavity and the description of the individual vowels and 

diphtongs) 

b)characteristics of czech vowels, how they are devided according to the basic classification (the 

position of the tongue, quality, quantity, labialization) and according to other clasiffications 

(stress/reduction, participation of the nasal cavity and the description of the individual vowels and 

diphtongs) 

c)most common problems with pronunciation for non-native speakers which are stress/reduction, vowels /e/ 

and /i/, /ö/ and /ü/, diphtongs ai and oy and vocalic /r/. 

These are phenomenons that do not exist in the Czech language, or at least not so frequently. 

 

Practical part is concerned with the exercises that are supposed to help with the pronunciation of 

the vowels and was primarily inspired by Ježková and Pánek (1976) and consequently also by other 

similar publications. Helpful were two students, who agreed to work on phonetic exercises, which i 

would like to analyze and to compare. The ending of the thesis should present how to work with 

handbooks and also my subjective opinion on the form, what I think about the importance of the 

phonetics which is one of the basic skills of the teachers and students. 
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