
Abstract
Bachelor thesis  Opposition in the GDR and its Connection to the Czech Dissent. Mutual  

Contacts at the Turn of 1970s and 1980s offers a new point of view on the oppositional movement 

in the German Democratic Republic (GDR) at the turn of the 1970s and 1980s, as it is based on the 

comparison with the oppositional movement in Czechoslovakian Socialistic Republic (CSSR). The 

work concentrates on the contacts between the representatives of the opposition from both countries 

and on the possible topics of their cross-border cooperation in the period between the Final Act of 

the  Conference  of  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe  in  1975  and  the  election  of  Mikhail 

Gorbachev as the leader of the Soviet Union in 1985. 

Although the traditions of the East German oppositional movement were different to the 

traditions of the opposition in the CSSR, there were intensive contacts between both groups (usually 

individual)  at  the  turn of  the  1970s and 1980s.  One of  the  crucial  topics  of  the  East  German 

oppositional  movement  was the question of peace.  The space for moulding of the independent 

peace movement (and later also for other civic initiatives) was created under the protection of the 

East German protestant church, which was the only institution that was independent from the state 

structures.  There was no such institution in the CSSR. The contemporary dissent  of  the CSSR 

concentrated more on human rights and made use of the potential of the Helsinki process in this 

way. The cross-border cooperation and manifestation of solidarity, which were developed especially 

among reformatory pastors of both protestant churches, critical intelligentsia and later among the 

youth, should be perceived as a part of the border learning process. The exchange of information 

and experience, which the representatives of the opposition streams in the GDR and the CSSR 

gained  through  the  confrontation  with  the  domestic  undemocratic  regime,  supported  the 

development of the oppositional structures and other civic initiatives in the neighbouring state.


