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General Remarks: The level of English is a little repetitive and prone to basic errors, including simple 

article errors-this sentence 'noise' detracts from the overall impression of the work. 

Structurally, while a tripartite system seems convenient for the study of three novels and is repeated 

in terms of the thematic analysis, this ultimately becomes a little trite and irritating and I don't really 

think these novels are as congruent with the students' thesis as this work asserts. 

The work, while assiduously assembled and researched, slavishly reiterates common places about 

Golding and his novels and does not demonstrate any innovative treatment of the subject. The overall 

impression of the work is one which has been researched and then had a thesis imposed on it , 

resulting in a rather uncomfortable 'fit' 

There are some notable errors of omission: Golding's interview with Kermode for example and the 

views of his contemporaries who were not at all universally encouraging. Some reference is made to 

Golding's A Moving Target but remarkably, it overlooks the autobiographical aspects of part two this 
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work which tend to speak out against the critical 'academic light industry' and its pursuit of pat 

truisms. 

The use of biblical quotations (e.g. page 46: ''Then my anger shall be kindled against them in that day, 

and I will forsake them, and I will hide my face from them."l ) seems inaccurate and I question the 

alleged parallel between Pincher Martin and Deuteronomy in this regard. Golding's employment of 

biblical allusion is often slippery and not to be taken at face value (sic). 

If the student is determined to pursue a spiritual interpretation, then perhaps some exploration of 

Golding's Cathar heresy might prove fruitful and his 'numinousness', especially in regard to the novels 

selected. 

In relation to Free Fall, it also appears the student has missed a whole thematic related to Dante, 

Beatrice , Latini and the schism of science and spiritualism.(page 48) That said, I appreciated the 

student drawing parallels between Free Fall and Pincher Martin in terms of the dilemma of spiritual 

aspiration set against physical desires. 

Rather than accept all the biblical allusions and parallels, perhaps it would also be useful if the 

student could consider that Golding was aware of criticism of his over dependence on symbolism, and 

how he often played fast and loose with critics (again, see Kermode) asserting himself to be not 

Humanist, Mystic or Christian instead preferring to see himself as an adherent of the 'black lightning'. 

Otherwise, this is a competent work which demonstrates research potential. 

Recommendation: 

I would recommend a grade of 2. 

Coli" 5 Clark MA ~ : U 
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