
  

Abstract 
The present paper deals with the event known as the Bathang incident, in the Sichuan-

Tibetan border area in 1905, during which there was an uprising against the Chinese imperial 
administration, leading to the murder of Feng Quan, the Assistant High Commissioner to Tibet, 
and his retinue. In addition to the secondary literature, the paper utilizes mainly Chinese primary 
sources, along with travelogues and diaries written by Western missionaries and travellers. The 
initial portion of the first chapter describes the geographical characteristics of the broader area 
of Kham. Next follows a summary of the historical and political development of the territory, 
with an emphasis on the development of relations between Kham, Tibet, the Mongols and China, 
including the internal development and formation of its specific environment and culture. The 
second chapter turns to Bathang itself. The first subchapter is dedicated to the exceptional 
natural conditions in Bathang. The second section provides an overview of the historical 
development of the Bathang area and its gradual integration, first into the Mongol empire and 
then into the realm of the Qing dynasty. The introduction of the native chieftains system is also 
described. The third chapter contains an analysis of Bathang’s inner power relations, with 
special attention given to the positions of native chieftains, imperial officials, Buddhist 
monasteries and Chinese merchants. The fourth chapter deals with the activities of French 
missionaries in Bathang and their influence on Bathang’s society. It also discusses British 
colonial efforts in Tibet and their influence on the situation in the Chinese-Tibetan borderlands. 
The fifth chapter discusses the Bathang incident itself, analyzing the impact of Chinese 
statesmen on the formation of a border area management strategy, and how its implementation 
in Bathang exacerbated an already tense situation in the region. The agency of Feng Quan, 
Assistant High Commissioner to Tibet in Bathang, along with the course of the uprising and his 
death, is then described in the other two sections. Response to the incident through a punitive 
campaign of imperial armies being sent to Bathang and its administrative restructuring is the 
content of the last part of the fifth chapter. The final chapter deals with the consequences of the 
Bathang incident, providing a brief overview of the pacification efforts of Border 
Commissioner Zhao Erfeng in Kham, the process of abolition of the traditional institute of local 
chieftains and transfer of Kham under the Chinese administrative system. 
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