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Résumé: 

 

Environmental Impact Assessment, as a process for integrating environmental considerations 

into decision making, is one of the most important instruments of environmental protection. It 

was first applied in United States of America and then emerged internationally since 1970.  

Strategic Environmental Assessmet (SEA), which is the aim of my thesis, is developing very 

quickly for last twenty years. Now is established in international documents and also domestic 

legislation – especially cause of the Czech Republic accession to the European Union. 

Strategic environmental assessment presents a process, which should provide information on 

the environmental consequences of proposed plans, programs and policies, and also ensure 

participation of potentially affected subjects, including public. 

 

In my thesis I describe respective international regulation, European directives and Czech 

legislation of strategic environmental assessment and analyze the level of quality and 

effectiveness of the SEA process and public participation in Czech regulation according to 

respective international and European regulation. 

 

For the SEA legislation in the Czech Republic a number of international treaties and 

European directives are very important. It is Convention on Environmental Impact 

Assessment in a Tran-Boundary Context done in Espoo on 25
th
 February 1991 and its Kiev 

Protocol on strategic environmental assessment Convention on Access to Information, Public 

Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters done in 

Aarhus on 25
th
 June 1998. Both of them have big influence on Czech legislation. From the 

European Union directives especially the 2001/42/EC directive on the assessment of effects of 

certain plans and programs on the environment has to be mentioned. 

 

In the Czech Republic strategic environmental assessment is regulated by Environmentall 

Impact Assessment Act No. 100/2001 Coll., contained in Part II, which is related to an 

assessment of conceptions, i.e. plans and programs as they are defined in 2001/42/EC 

directive. Other important legal enactment, analyzed in this thesis, is rather new Building Act 



No. 183/2006 Coll., which is related to some of the most important conceptions (plans and 

programs) in the area of the landscape planning. 

 

The strategic environmental assessment in the Czech Republic still struggles with certain 

difficulties. It is especially just supervising the formal and procedural aspects of SEA 

processes, without effective influence of the information provided in the final written 

environmental statement. Another problem detailed in this thesis is public participation in 

SEA processes. Despite of the high level of compliance of the Czech regulation with 

respective European and international ones, the real possibilities of public influence on 

strategic documents are still not very satisfactory.  

 


