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Title: Aesthetic perceptions on spectator’s participation at the XXI Olympic Winter 

Games in Vancouver, Canada (through photography and mass media)

Objective: The purpose of this study was to describe and analyze the group experience

of Czech fans who participated as spectators at the XXI Winter Olympics in Vancouver 

as well as the documentation of this experience in the form of amateur photographic 

images which were taken during this international event. Variations in the quality of the 

fans’ experience when watching sporting events through mass media, particularly on 

television, and when engaging in an authentic experience at a live event were also 

examined.

Methods: To provide an overview of pertinent theory, existing literature was reviewed 

in order to compile data from which comparisons, analyses and syntheses were formed.

For the following section concerning empirical information, a file of Czech persons who 

participated as spectators at the XXI Olympic Winter Games was created. Data was 

collected in an ethnographic approach. Descriptions utilized for the subsequent 

investigation of the group’s viewing experience were compiled by means of 

observations documented by the researcher, as a participating member of the group, and 

through informal interviews which took place during and after the event. Additional 

research was conducted through the compilation and analysis of photographs which 

were taken by the subjects of the study and the researcher. With consideration to the 

content and form of the photographs, those which best depicted the shared experience of 

the spectators and the atmosphere of the Olympic Games were selected to form a 

representative sample.

Results: The findings of this study suggest that the media is often unable to accurately 

depict the true experiences of spectators at sporting events. By being physically present 

at the XXI Olympic Winter Games in Vancouver and thus able to participate actively as 

spectators, the fans in this study engaged in an authentic experience, one which cannot 

be achieved through mediums of media. By selectively editing a sample of high-quality 

digital photographs, files were created in order to portray the researcher's subjective 

view at the XXI Olympic Winter Games in Vancouver.
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