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Summary 

Movement and hazardous wastes management from the prespective of International 

law. 

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the movement and hazardous wastes 

management or more precisely the international and European law that regulates it. The 

movement, particularly the transboundary movement, and the management belong to 

high risky activities considering the protection of human life and the environment. Hand 

in hand with the management of radioactive waste and chemical substances, they fall 

under the subject matter of International Environmental Law (IEL). 

 Most of the sources of IEL are not binding “soft law” due to the delicacy of the 

subject matter on which is hard to get a global consent. In the centre of the attention is 

the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary movements of Hazardous 

Wastes and their Disposal. Unfortunately it can not be described as a global convention, 

because the contracting parties are virtually only states of the Euro-American region. 

On the other side stands the Bamako Convention which was prepared by the 

Organization of African Unity and which placed the total ban on imports of hazardous 

wastes to the African continent.  

International law is to be considered just one layer of the analysed legislation. 

Second one is the European law. Europe Union regulates the management of hazardous 

wastes since 1970s. Since then the law changed a lot. Originally there was no common 

definition of waste or hazardous waste. It was left to each member state to define it in 

its own national law. In the recent European directive No. 2008/98/EC, the definitions 

are clearly stated with the help of the jurisdiction of European Court of Justice. 

Furthermore, there can be observed a shift of interest from a focus on waste disposal to 

prevention of its generation.  

The national law of the Czech Republic is influenced by both the international 

law and the European law. The cornerstone of the national law is the Waste Act (No. 

185/2001 Sb.). It is the third Wastes Act adopted since 1989. The Act applies to the 

management to different kinds of waste with few exceptions, like f.e. radioactive waste. 

The waste is accordingly to the directive 2008/98/EC define as any substance or object 

which the holder discards or intends or is required to discard.  
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 The final third chapter describes three the most famous cases of the illegal 

hazardous waste movement to the Third world countries. Namely its the Koko incident, 

the Khian Sea ship incident and the most recent one, the Abidjan (Cote d‟Ivoire) 

incident. The last but not least case is used to show what obligations under international 

and european law were breached. 

 Although the international conventions do have some legal weaknesses, they 

succeeded in reducing of the number of waste exports from developed to developing 

countries. However, they did not succeed entirely. As problems still exist, many 

suggestions have been made on how to strengthen international legislation.  It is 

recommended that parties should encourage that the Basel Ban Amendment enter into 

force, the Protocol on Liability and Compensation should be strengthened, and that all 

countries minimize hazardous waste production. Some also stress the potential in this 

process with the role of NGOs.  

  


