
Abstract 

Euthanasia represents one of the most controversial topics around the world. As I 

mentioned in the first chapter there is no worldwide consistency whether to accept the 

idea of legalization Active Voluntary Euthanasia („AVE“) or not. 

The goal of this diploma thesis is not to persuade anybody. In approximately 60 

pages of the text I am providing readers with some essential information about euthanasia 

in the Czech Republic. I am also trying to compare the foreign legal regulation of 

euthanasia and assisted suicide but theoretical ideas as well.  

The first chapter is mainly trying to capture the reader’s focus and setting the 

theme of my diploma thesis.  

The second chapter of my thesis is called ,,The Term Euthanasia“. This chapter 

provides readers with several definitions of euthanasia and Physician Assisted Suicide 

(„PAS“) as well as some historic data. The act of euthanasia has its origin in Greek. First 

word euthanasia is mentioned in old Greek literature. The term euthanasia is composed 

from two Greek words. Eu which means good or normal and Thanatos which means 

death. The word euthanasia can be literally translated as a „good death“. It should be 

mentioned that during the centuries the meaning of euthanasia has changed.  

Today’s understanding of euthanasia is ending ones life in order to relieve him / 

her from pain and suffering from cureless sickness. There are several conditions that have 

to be fulfilled before the act itself.  The patient has to be fully conscious and aware of all 

circumstances. 

Most of the European legal regulations differentiate between four main types of 

euthanasia. Active euthanasia, passive euthanasia, active direct euthanasia and active 

indirect euthanasia. Only active direct euthanasia is taught to be an example of euthanasia 

in common law countries. The abbreviation AVE is generally used in those states. 

The third part of diploma thesis deals with the recent legal regulation in the Czech 

Republic. During the last seven years there were several attempts to change the legal state 

of euthanasia. In 2004 the commission working on the new Penal Code represented their 

idea of involving the new crime ,,Killing on a serious and voluntary request of a victim“ 

into the newly prepared Penal Code. This idea did not try to legalize the AVE. Its leading 



purpose was to differ between several grades of criminal seriousness. This idea was not 

successful though.  Four years later, in 2008, the new bill „Death with Dignity“ was 

drawn. Under very strict conditions, the proposers of this draft hoped AVE to be fully 

legalized. The act of AVE could have been undertaken only by doctors. Moreover those 

doctors would have had to consult the patient’s illness with the group of specialists. After 

patient’s forced passing away, there was another necessity in filling the special form in 

and sending it to the commission. The only goal of such commission was to decide 

whether the doctor had fulfilled all the requirements laid down by the draft. If the doctor 

failed, he was supposed to be prosecuted for a crime. Later that year this draft was 

rejected by The Senate of the Czech Republic though.  

The fourth part of diploma thesis is focused on differences between criminal 

aspects of euthanasia in selected European and no European countries. This part contains 

two historical examples. The first one deals with the abuse of the term euthanasia by Nazi 

Germany in 1940´s during the World War Two. The other one describes the legal 

regulation of euthanasia according to Hungarian 1878 Penal Code.  

The last fifth chapter represents the summary of diploma thesis. In this section I 

am providing readers with my own opinions of euthanasia de lege ferenda. 

The Czech Republic tries to solve the insufficient legal regulation of AVE and is 

still looking for the legally correct answer if euthanasia is a crime as serious as a murder 

or otherwise. I tend to an opinion that accepting the new privileged fact of a criminal 

offence is the only possibility how to find the way out of this inadequate legal situation.  

 


