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Summary 

Occurrence of conflict in unstable region is one of the biggest threats of current international 

system and states. One of the mechanism how to prevent the spread of the conflict is the 

system of multilateral cooperation. Peacekeeping operations are one of the instruments for 

conflict settlement. Beside the system of United Nations in past years occurs another structure 

that could be used for peacekeeping missions. For example we can use regional organizations. 

Many literatures is focused on UN system and its work, fewer of them are concerning the fact 

of regional organization and just few of them are related to the factor of cooperation between 

UN and regional organizations. This is the vacancy these papers want to address.  

Cooperation is the main factor studying in this thesis. To be able to analyze the factor of 

cooperation we have to take in consideration several different fields of international relations. 

First of all it is the theory of international relations. To facilitate the conclusions theories are 

divided into traditional and current theories group. Secondly it is theory of security and its 

development and changes that was one of the key factors allowing rise of cooperation cases. 

This chapter is followed by theory of regionalism that supports previous conclusions from 

international view. Biggest part of theoretical chapters is given to actors of peacekeeping 

operations (UN, ECOWAS and OAU/AU), evaluation theory of peacekeeping and the 

definition of peacekeeping debate itself. For the purpose of analyze are used African 

organization as well as African mission. Africa was chosen as one of the longest problematic 

continent in our history. According to the big number of conflict and several failures of 

international community in their management, Africa is proper source of case studies. Any 

conflict in this region can destabilize it whole which could form the threat to whole world’s 

society. Analyze of African and UN´s experiences in cooperation will serve as a tool for 

confirmation/disqualification of following hypothesis: Cooperation is efficient frame for 

peacekeeping operation in Africa that should be used for future cases. And answer the 

research questions: Does the cooperation have positive impact on peacekeeping mission 

evaluation? and What role played regionalism in the cooperation framework?  

On the base of theoretical chapters several evaluating factors were chosen for analyze of case´ 

studies. As was said already before, the theoretical literature rarely focuses on factor of 



cooperation. That is why broader concept of theoretical approaches from different fields had 

to been used. So far are not adopted any general factors for evaluation of peacekeeping 

operation with cooperation between UN and regional organizations. The approaches used in 

this thesis are based on the case of African continent. Africa is used as one of the limitation 

for following cases. Case studies were chosen as the qualitative method for analyze. Another 

limitation is set in the time frame. All of the three case studies are mission launched after the 

cold war in different part of Africa. The difference between regions in the continent is 

concluded on purpose. Although theoretical literature is not in concert about concrete factors, 

specialists are convinced that we need general framework for all type and location of 

peacekeeping evaluation for the future. That is reason why is in this thesis used different type 

and region of the conflict.  

Concretely, as case studies were chosen mission in these countries: Liberia; border conflict 

between Eritrea and Ethiopia; Darfur. All these missions contain the characteristic of 

cooperation between UN and regional organization in and are located in different region 

within Africa. Also the time line is adhered. According to the evaluation frame several 

different factors were set for analyze of these missions: 

• Pre-implementation phase – the duration and running of the period before deployment is 

the key factor for stopping the eruption of the hot conflict. The shortenance of this period 

leads to bigger mission potential of success. 

• Numbers of personnel – this is one of the internal factors of peacekeeping mission. It is 

related to the political will and urgency for intervening countries. It is also key factor 

related to the evaluation of mandate.  

• Mandate of mission – it was P. Dielh who firstly set mandate as the key element for 

evaluation of peacekeeping. Mandate is basically limited by the will and financial 

possibilities of the countries. Its progress was evaluated for its concreteness and terms 

settled for the mission daily activities.  

• Local support – in this term we can understand the support and tolerance of local political 

garniture and the participation of border countries in the mission. This factor was chosen 



for its importance for regional stability that should be settled trough the peacekeeping 

intervention.  

• Intensity of fights – relation to the basic needs of local population is one of the basic 

elements in the new and wider concept of peacekeeping. Humanitarian situation is not 

any more out of the frame of mission activity, but it became one of the key tasks. As a 

source for relevant information for this factor was manly used the databases of Uppsala 

Conflict Data Program. This set of dates was used also for the rest of quantitative 

variables.  

• Numbers of causalities – this factor is very important for the phase of comparison of the 

parts of missions. It is very easy to analyze the numbers before the deployment of 

concrete mission and it improvement after it. From this could be made and clear 

conclusion. 

• Return of refugees and internal displaced people – this factor is one of the long term 

evaluation factors that are proposed by several theoretical. Return of people to their 

homes is one of the most fruitful factors that serve as conclusion for previous evaluation. 

If we are not able to prevent affection of civil society to the conflict, we have to deal with 

its consequences. This factor is also very important for the security point of view.  

From final comparison several conclusion were made. Evaluation factors contained that in 

majority of cases combination of negative and positive assessments. That could lead to the 

conclusion that within the cooperation organizations are able to supply negative eventualities 

of each other. Regional organizations as well as UN have the opportunity to exploit maximum 

from their cooperation. Each factor has different impact and assessments on cooperation. The 

first and second factor say mostly bout the political will. Interesting conclusion is that beside 

the positive assessment of the pre-implementation phases activity, the second factor is mostly 

evaluated as negative. Very big impact has the cooperation in the factor of mandate. Here the 

regional organizations are able to change it much more flexibly than UN. On the basis of 

more concrete information from regional mission UN is also able to set the mandate more 

clearly. This is very important for peacekeeping mission potential. Surprisingly the factor of 

local support was evaluated as negative in the case of regional organization, despite its local 

interactive relations. This could be seen due to bad historical experiences or fear from 



hegemonic expansion in the region. In the factor of intensity of fights and number of 

causalities UN is more successful. It is due to its higher technical level and military 

possibilities. Despite this all regional organization played very positive role in reducing 

numbers of causalities. The dramatic cut-down of their numbers are done in the first phase of 

deployment of regional mission. Also we can conclude that the framework of regionalism and 

security concept widening played the crucial role in evolution of cooperation between UN and 

regional organizations. That was shown at the case study of Somalia.  

On the base of theoretical framework from different fields and evaluation discussion several 

evaluative factors were used. By analyze of each mission and their comparison we could 

make conclusion in the sense of confirmation of set hypothesis. Despite many problematic 

elements (clear division of rights, chief of commands, incompatibilities in technical and 

military equipment and many others), according to the conclusion of these analyzes we can 

say that cooperation is efficient for peacekeeping operations and it has positive influence on 

the peacekeeping mission in the field. Interesting conclusions were that both short and long 

term evaluation factors talked in favor of cooperation.  

 


