
Abstract 

 

      This thesis deals with the primogeniture (the Hluboká and Krumlov Branch) of 

the distinguished Schwarzenberg dynasty of princes. The Schwarzenberg originally 

come from the German Lower Franconia and they became permanently rooted in 

Bohemia as late as in the half of 17
th

 century. The division of the dynasty into the 

primogeniture (the Hluboká and Krumlov Branch) and the secundogeniture (the 

Orlík Branch) occurred in 1802 by virtue of the stipulation of the last will of 

Ferdinand of Schwarzenberg from 1703. 

      The Schwarzenberg’s primogeniture owned an extensive landed property, 

whose greatest part was situated on the territory of Bohemia. Its members were 

renowned mainly for being exceptionally capable landlords who succeeded in 

creating a perfectly sophisticated economic system on their estates, belonging 

among the most advanced in Europe at the time. Their activity culminated in the 

second half of the 19
th

 century and also at the beginning of 20
th

 century. However, 

the ensuing years were not so successful for the Hluboká and Krumlov 

Schwarzenberg Branch. After the origination of an independent Czechoslovakia, the 

family lost a great part of their property in Bohemia due to a land reform. During 

the Second World War, their entire property was confiscated by Gestapo on behalf 

of the Greater German Reich. Two years after the end of the war, Czechoslovakia 

passed Act No. 143/1947 Coll. (so called Lex Schwarzenberg) by which all the 

property of the Schwarzenberg’s primogeniture on the state’s territory was 

transmitted to the Czech land (territorial unit of administration) and later transferred 

to state ownership. The unique work which the members of the Hluboká and 

Krumlov Schwarzenberg Branch created on the territory of South Bohemia was 

therefore destroyed once and for all and the family was left with only their property 

abroad. 

      This thesis aims to make the reader acquainted with the life stories of individual 

members of the Schwarzenberg’s primogeniture and their life’s contribution to their 

own dynasty as well as to the whole society. It aims to point out how exceptional 

and admirable their work was and how short was the time during which it came to 

waste. 


