
Opponents review: Martin Riegl  

UK v Praze, Fakulta sociálních věd, Institut politologických studií 

 

Author:  WH Zaayman (UK v Praze, Fakulta sociálních věd, Institut politologických studií) 

Three Scrambles for Africa 

January 25th, Prague 

 

 

Mr. Wouter Zaayman has submitted a thesis on a relatively complex, complicated 

and difficult topic (from methodological point of view): Three Scrambles for Africa. The 

thesis is devoted to an important issue within the field of political geography and geopolitics. 

Unfortunately this topic has not been researched within Czech political science yet. Thesis is 

based on thorough and complete research, extensive resources. Submitted thesis has 278 

pages and meets formal recquirements. 

 

Methods: 

  

In introduction the author discusses methods used in his research, I must say he is 

very profound in methodology which is not that common among political geographers, 

neither geopolitists. Mr. Zaayman shows an ability to use research methods, explicitly works 

with descriptive an approach (which is demanding due to selected topic)….“ it is very much 

due to the lack of relevant information within academia owing to the subject of Africa from a 

geopolitical perspective being under –– researched that I was compelled to utilise a 

descriptive approach as a basis (in some  sections of my thesis) when expounding relevant 

political, social, cultural, economical, historical, military and geopolitical issues.“ 

Also emprical and historical-analytical approaches are often used, which is also 

desirable to analyze dynamic shifts within geopolitics of Africa.  „To maintain a clear and 

objective stance when seeking objective conclusions, which was extremely challenging when 

describing issues within the various “scrambles”, which at the same time is inevitably  

correlated to various phenomenon’s such as colonialism, imperialism, decolonisation, slavery,  

racism, conflict, apartheid, tribalism, human rights issues, general exploitation, to name but 

a few of the challenges faced and being experienced by Africa.“ Also comparative method 



along with diachronic approach and model centre-periphery are applied which is advisable 

with regard to Scrambles of Africa.  

 

Structure: 

 

Overall the thesis has logic and clear structure. The dissertation itself contains an 

introduction, four main chapters following diachronic approach, and a conclusion. In 

addition, there are a number of illustrative graphs and charts (pages 267-278). The 

introduction reveals main hypothesis, methodology, structure, identifies the relevance of 

research topic, selection of sources etc. The Author also points to the fact that although the 

history of Africa continues to be well researched within certain fields of social sciences 

(history, international relations, sociology, anthropology), it is within the field of political 

geography and by extension, geopolitics that there remains a deficiency regarding 

comprehensive study and critical analysis of the subject in general.  Mr. Zaayman has done 

an enormous job analyzing huge amount of sources (newspapers, statistic data, internet 

sources, articles, speeches, monographs). 

In chapter one (The Scramble Commences: The Formal Process) the author discusses 

various historical events closely connected with and leading to the First Scramble for Africa 

(like ideology of Mercantilism), also consequent development is described (Africa during 

WWI and post-war international order) in this part. Also first Geopolitical Theories and their 

relevance to African affairs are analyzed. 

Chapter 2 analyzes various imperialistic approaches of former European colonial 

powers and their role in Africa in geopolitical context. Different approaches in British, 

French, Portuguese, Spanish and other colonial policies are explained. Both chapters 

provides a very profound mixture of theoretical and factual knowledge here (I do especially 

appreciate the ability to apply various geopolitical theories on geopolitics of Africa over the 

centuries). 

Chapter three is mainly devoted to The Second Scramble for Africa, independence 

process during the Second (Cold War) Scramble. Mr. Zaayman describes and analyzes the 

Second Scramble for Africa, with special attention to the process of decolonization, 

developing regionalism within Africa, Cold War events, proxy wars waged in sub-Saharan 



Africa as the result of US and USSR´s involvement in African affairs. The role of France and 

China is also mentioned.  

Chapter 4 (Third Scramble for Africa) analyzes geopolitics of post cold-War Africa. The 

author inquires into continuing influence of France, Britain, USA in Africa (mostly sub-

Saharan). Emphasis is mostly placed on increasing influence of China and its penetration, 

strategy and concept of soft power related to geopolitics of Africa. His grasp of the published 

material is evident and her ability to analyze the relevant issues is beyond question. Mr. 

Zaayman scarifies continuing practice of some African leaders to utilize deep-rooted anti-

western attitude (along with theories on neo-colonialism, hate speech based on 

discriminating policies developed by the North) etc. This is very aptly described as so called 

“blame cultures”. 

In the conclusion, the author recapitulates his main points and states that there is 

presently seen a new Scramble for Africa’s resources and land by countries outside the 

continent. America, as the only superpower which plays a significant role in this regard. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

 Overall the thesis can be best described as analytical but also descriptive where 

necessary (Butler terms it the “contemporary history” approach). Despite minor 

shortcomings (mainly stylistical and formal and sometimes in graph and charters) it is one of 

the most interesting theses I have read in the last few years and would recommend the 

thesis to be defend. Generally, the thesis is a very comprehensive and analytical contribution 

to development of political geography and geopolitics of Africa within a Czech and even 

English-speaking academia. 

 

Questions? 

 

1) Would you expect fragmentation of African political map as a result of referendum 

on independence in Sudan? 

2) Could you mention some contemporary theorists (or geopolitical theories) and their 

perception of geopolitical importance of Africa in international relations? 

 


