
The concept of „postmodernity“ has become widespread at various contemporary fields of science. It
seems to be linked to the philosophical area of thinking in the first place, but the transdisciplinal aspect
of this notion is more than obvious. The beginning of the postmodern period is, not surprisingly, a topic
for numerous discussions. As to the determination of the beginning of postmodernism, this project
inclines to a hypothesis of J.-F. Lyotard, who puts an approximate initiation of postmodernism to the end
of 1950s. Though, the fact that the situation is not typical for the Czech literature must be taken into an
account.
The main focus of this project (although it is concerned with approaches of other areas, for example fine
arts) is on the field of literary studies, especially on semiotics. It would be quite misleading and
restricting to try to make an exact definition of postmodernism in literature. This is the reason, why the
project is conceived as an open consideration and a reflection on postmodernism, with a stress on the
semiotic point of view.
The chief aim of the project is to analyse concrete texts (in some cases also visual works) often „labeled“
by critics as „postmodern“ and to seek for the specifics they have in common, especially on the level of
semiotic structure. The analysis should reveal, if there can be found any shared elements or methods on
diverse levels of the postmodern texts (besides the well-known elements mentioned very often in
articles, such as a destruction of a plot, allusions and intertextual references etc.) and if it is probable that
a consideration dealing with this aspect of postmodernity could elucidate any other rules prevailing for
the field of contemporary literature.
The part of the project is engaged in the theme of the relation of postmodern works to the aesthetic
norm. One of the questions is, if it is challenging to think about the absence of such a norm in
postmodern dimension.


