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My diploma thesis deals with the topic of non-contractual use of copyrighted works, 

which is important and still evolving part of copyright law. International copyright treaties, 

European Union directives and national laws lay down specific exceptions and limitations of 

copyright that enable person other than the author to use in special cases copyrighted works 

without author’s permission. They represent the exception to the rule, that it is not possible to 

use copyright protected works without having author’s or other right-holder’s authorisation. 

The objective of these limitations and exceptions is to achieve a fair balance between interests 

of authors on the one hand and interests of the users of works on the other hand. Therefore 

they limit authors’ exclusive economic rights in order to answer to the public interest in the 

easy and wide accessibility of the copyright protected works.  

The legal regulation of non-contractual use of copyrighted works must be 

continuously updated to fulfill its purpose. The fast development of digital technologies 

brings new possibilities of use and exploitation of copyrighted works and leads to changes in 

copyright law including the exceptions and limitations of copyright. The goal of today’s 

copyright legislator is to adapt legal regulation of exceptions and limitations to the actual 

circumstances. Exceptions and limitations of copyright should not be formulated and applied 

in the way that they constitute the unjust and unreasonable interference with the authors’ 

exclusive rights. They have to limit these rights only in the reasonable measure to promote 

cultural and intellectual development of the society in the public interest.  

My thesis is divided into three main parts. The first part gives an explanation of the 

concept of non-contractual use of copyrighted works, shows function of so-called Tree-step 

test and describes particular types of non-contractual use of works. The second part provides 

the list of international, European and Czech national legislation governing the exceptions and 

limitations of copyright. The third and largest part of the work aims to present comprehensive 

overview of actual legal regulation of non-contractual use of copyrighted works in Czech 

national law, including the question of compliance with international and European Union 

law, especially the European Union directive 2001/29/EC on the harmonisation of certain 

aspects of copyright and related rights in the information society, the so-called Information 

Society Directive.  

 


