This work attempts to provide a detailed analysis of the role of English in today’s
globalizing world. It explains two fundamental theories associated with the role. The
first one consists of the existence of a global system of languages in the contemporary
world in which English plays the central role. The second one consists of the so-called
language imperialism where the role of English consists of oppressing small languages.
This work does not just analyze these theories but seeks an individual approach to the topic while being
aware of the clear limits of the exceptional status of English among

other languages in today’s world. The topic of this work is cross-disciplinary but is
based on the social sciences.

The work has been divided into three parts in order to cover all aspects of the topic. The
first part contains a summary of the English-speaking countries worldwide. The second
part deals with the issue of English as a language of international communication. The
third part is aimed at the question as to whether or not today’s status of English is
indeed exceptional, whether or not it is the only global language and whether or not
English will be able to maintain its current status in the near future.



