The doctoral thesis deals with the genre of an Italian historical novel between 1827 and 1840, tracks its
evolution, constants, and ideological tendencies. The analyses of seven texts - chosen according some
criteria, stipulating that the works always had to be the first historical novel of each author, they had to
represent the advance of genre properly, and at the same time, had to be interesting literary types — focus
on the genre of significant structural elements, i.e. they study the period of stories, plots, spatiotemporal
relations, characters, narrators in relation to the readers and to the sources, proportion of fiction and
history, historicism and ahistoricism, and paratext. The results of research bring surprisingly
standardized repertoire of historical novels of the studied period. Single aspects — e.g. the critical choice
of period, the preponderance of antagonists over protagonists, the tragic end of heroes, the viewpoint of
narrators, historical parallels, create a clear anti-model of the modern, sovereign, and nascent Italian
state.



