
Since reunifying in 1990, Germany has been working to develop an identity that represents the 
people of the two former German states. At the beginning of the twenty-first century the country 
still faced unique challenges as it reconciles the stories of the former capitalist and communist 
states. First, this study investigates the role of nation-building historical narratives and how they 
developed in the German context. Then it looks at the introduction of the East German uprising of 
1953 into the national history of unified Germany and how this event has been used to shape the 
narrative around the 1989 revolution. Finally, it reflects on the significance of such a comparison 
for the historiography of the events.


