
Abstract

The M.A. thesis approaches the trilingual language situation of Bratislava via example of 

four case studies of old trilingual Bratislava inhabitants. The first chapter introduces the 

historical context of old Bratislava; it is an extended introduction to the city issues, its 

ethnicities and languages. The second chapter processes respondents’ language 

biographies with regard to language acquisition, contemporary language use and 

transferring languages to the next generations. The third chapter is close analysis of code-

switching in respondents’ speeches. The fourth chapter concentrates on language 

ideologies connected to individual Bratislava languages and ethnicities. The last chapter 

describes the components of collective and individual memory of respondents, such as 

mental map of the city (emerging through speaking about the city promenade, 

confectioneries and also celebrations) and repeated stories connected to languages. The 

thesis contributes to the discourse about (not only) language identity of Bratislava and 

approaches the use of specific sociolect of the city’s older generation of indigenous 

inhabitants.




