Annotation

CERMAKOVA, DENISA. The Shining Path — Reasons of Failure. Prague: Faculty of
Arts, Charles University in Prague, 2011, 63 pp. Diploma Thesis.

The thesis focuses on twenty years of existence of the Shining Path. The first part of
this diploma is focused on history, activities and ideological principles of this guerilla group.
Its activities represented a threat not only to government officials but also for the indigenous
population. The activities of the Shining Path broke the effective functioning of the state,
which was in a civil war. The work also analyzes the situation of the indigenous population,
which became the main target of terror both the Shining Path and state power. When the
Shining Path became the main source of political violence, Alberto Fujimori was elected a
president. Fujimori with great support from the population began vigorous fight against
guerrillas operating in Peru.

The main purpose of this thesis is to analyze the Fujimori strategy of struggle against
the Shining Path. The thesis also deals with the apparent shift toward the Fujimori regime
authoritarian form of governance. The essential role was played in this struggle by the
indigenous population that despite the initial sympathy to the members of the Shining Path
stopped to support it.
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