Ecological modernization theory - facts and contextHistorical perspective,

conditions and limits of the neoliberal sustainabity koncept

Annotation:

This diploma thesis deals with the synthesis oasdef ecological modernization theory,
which has been developing since the 80’s of th® @éntury particularly in Western
Europe. The ecological modernization theory waitsexplain, interpret and propose
environmental reforms in conjunction with continuedonomical growth, industrial
development and globalization. The ecological modetion theory argues that a
continuous industrial development does not leaditakly to environmental degradation,
but rather provides the best possible way out ef@éhvironmental crisis. Although the
ecological modernization theory is a relatively ggwconcept, during the first thirty years
of its existence has greatly expanded and divetsifgained countless supporters and
opponents, provoked a number of debates and insprany empirical studies. This
development, however, has led not only to new figdibut also resulted in a dilution of
the ecological modernization theory, which therdtas become confusing, vague and
inconsistent. This thesis attempts to give a fraotkwo the ecological modernization
theory to specify not only its main ideas and gobl# also the context and conditions
necessary for its viability. This paper will alsatically discuss the limits of the ecological
modernization in the light of criticism of sometbg conditions that the theory requires.
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