This graduate thesis comparatively analyzes key features of political systems of Malaysia and Singapore
using the chosen concepts of hybrid regimes theory. In the first part, main conceptualizations of this
theory are presented to be later critically assessed. What follows is a thorough comparative analysis of
political systems of the countries in question using the concept of “chain of democratic choice”
introduced by Andreas Schedler as a framework for analysis. Subsequently, operationalized concept of
competitive authoritarianism by Steven Levitsky and Lucan Way is applied. The outcome of the analysis
is the classification of Malaysia as competitive authoritarian while Singapore is classified as a case of
hegemonic electoral authoritarian regime. As far as theory is concerned, the thesis argues that although
hybrid regimes themselves cannot provide for a unique mid-range regime type, some concepts connected
to the paradigm offer an appropriate tool for the study of nondemocratic regimes.



