
Abstract (English)

This work deals with dependency theory n conceptions of its two main exponents Andre Gunder Frank
and Fernando Henrique Cardoso. Metodologically is it based on a basic hypothesis of sociology of
knowledge that human thought (both everyday knowledge and abstract theories) is fundamentally
determined by its social and historical context. It follows necessity combine a historical and sociological
approach. At first, the work concentrates on historical and theoretical conditions of emergence of
dependency theory (especially modernization theory, Marxism and structuralism). A core of the work is
focused on writings of Frank and Cardoso, their intelectual trajectory, metodology of analysis, concept
of dependency and its political implications. Hereupon follows a sketch of political influence of
dependency theory in a form of Frank’s activity as an advisor of Salvador Allende and particularly of
Brasil at a time of Cardoso’s presidency and a survey of a vast and wide-ranging critics of dependency
theory. Final part of the work is comprised by a sketch of contemporary position of dependency theory,
its influence and actual relevance. 


