
Abstract  

The thesis deals with critical views of the post-war American society as found in three literary 

works: Arthur Miller´s Death of a Salesman, J.D. Salinger´s The Catcher in the Rye and Jack 

Kerouac´s On the Road. The thesis´s aim is to introduce briefly the post-war society and then, on 

basis of text analysis, to provide criticism expressed by each book mentioned above. Divided into 

four main parts, it describes the post-war situation in the United States (political, social and 

cultural) and thereafter it focuses on the books itself. It provides a short biographical summary of 

each author´s life but it mainly targets the criticism the book contains. The post-war period was 

significant because of the change it brought. The society of the 1950s was characterized by many 

“booms” that contributed to its development. The main features of this period were consumerism 

and materialism; these were also the principal things subjected to criticism. The question the 

thesis wants to answer is whether this criticism was justified or not. This objective is realized in 

the conclusion. Based on all facts provided by the thesis, the answer is that the criticism was 

justified; however, it is not so easy and it is necessary to read the whole thesis to understand all 

reasons that led to this conclusion and to think over the provided conclusions.    

 


