
ABSTRACT

This study attempts to identify learning opportunities at the Department of English Language and ELT 

Methodology at Charles University in Prague via a comparison with an Australian institution, The 

University of Queensland located in Brisbane. The secondary objective of the study is to further thesis 

writing culture at the Department at CU by cataloging and auditing past TEFL theses. Thus, future students 

could more easily and efficiently identify new areas for research and benefit from the foundations laid by 

previous students.

The first half of this thesis provides a review of previous works conducted in the field of the history of 

English linguistics, with a special focus on ELT Methodology at CU. Thus, a list of Prague TEFL theses 

submitted between 1946-2008 follows. A similar list is created for UQ TEFL theses between 1994-2009 on 

the basis of research at UQ that was carried out in 2009-2010. This results in a comparison of TEFL theses 

topics from both universities´ intersection 1994-2008. This information is then linked to establishment of 

areas of strength or improvement at CU.

In phase two of this study, MA theses writing guidelines released by CU and UQ are compared. These 

guidelines are characterised into five categories, i.e. flexibility, structure, academic integrity, conformity, 

and thesis marking. For comparative purposes, each category is ranked as exemplary, functional or 

dysfunctional. It is intended to draw conclusions about the health of research of ELT at CU and to identify 

learning opportunities for the future pursuant to the findings of the present comparison.

This study concludes that comparison in the field of TEFL is a complex and costing process. Nevertheless, 

comparative studies should be supported and carried out as these enable to find out the functional and 

dysfunctional aspects of the subject under examination. Overall, the Department at CU might be inspired by 

UQ, however, merely in certain aspects, not as a whole. Although out of the scope of this study, it is a fact 

that UQ itself could benefit from the present comparison.




