SUMMARY

THE PURPOSE OF MY THESIS IS TO EXPLORE HOW MUCH THE JOHN’S GOSPEL — NAMELY
THE JESUS PRESENTED BY IT — IS HISTORICALLY RELIABLE ACCORDING TO THE CURRENT
SCHOLARSHIP. METHODICALLY, | BASE MY INQUIRY ON COMPARISON WITH THE
SYNOPTICS, ON CONFRONTATION WITH THE COMMENTARIES AND SELECTED RELEVANT
SCHOLARLY STUDIES. | SEEK TO DEMONSTRATE THAT — CONCERNING THE QUESTION OF
HISTORICAL RELIABILITY —JOHN’S GOSPEL IS IN A BETTER POSITION THAN MANY MIGHT
THINK. OF COURSE, NOT THE GOSPEL AS A WHOLE. BUT DETAILS SPREAD ALL THROUGH
THE

GOSPEL SEEMINGLY UNIMPORTANT AT THE FIRST SIGHT POINT OUT TO A SURPRISINGLY
PRECISE EVANGELIST’S KNOWLEDGE OF THE TOPOGRAPHICAL AND SOCIAL DETAILS OF
JERUSALEM BEFORE THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SECOND TEMPLE. THE FIRST TWO
CHAPTERS

OF THE PAPER ARE CONCERNED WITH THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THIS QUESTION,
FROM THE FIRST CENTURIES UNTIL TODAY, AND WITH THE HERMENEUTICAL DIFFICULTIES
NECESSARILY ACCOMPANYING SUCH A TASK. THE THIRD CHAPTER IS THEN DEDICATED TO
THE EXEGESIS OF SELECTED PASSAGES OF JOHN’S GOSPEL — MOSTLY FROM THE PASSION
NARRATIVE-, WHERE | SEARCH FOR THE HIDDEN HISTORY.



