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The purpose of my thesis is to analyse one of the most controversial topic, which 

people often discuss, the death penalty. To bring an option for a potential reader how to 

to make his own attitude to the death penalty was the collateral aim. 

In recent decades the most states abolished death penalty. But there is still over 

one quarter states in the world, which death penalty aply. Neverthelles public opinion 

polls show, that public support is relatively significant.  

The thesis is composed of nine chapters. Chapter one is introductory and defines 

the purpose of this thesis.  

Chapter two deals with the punishment and its purpose. This chapter consists of 

two parts. Part one concentrate on the punishment and defines, what this concept means. 

Second part concentrate on the purpose of the punishment, on the absolute and relative 

theory, on the purpose of the death penalty and on the purpose of the punishment in the 

czech penal code.  

Chapter three describes the history of the death penalty. The chapter consists of 

three parts. Part one deals with general history of the death penalty. Part two concentrate 

on the history of the death penalty in our area. Part three describes the most frequent 

method of the death pealty.  

Chapter four concentrates on the arguments of supporters and opponents of the 

death penalty. This chapter is the focus of this thesis. It consists of two parts. Part one 

includes the most frequent arguments of supporters. Part two includes the most frequent 

arguments of opponents.  

Chapter five outlines the use of death penalty nowadays. This chapter consists 

one part which deals with the use of the death penalty in the USA.  

Chapter six desribes international treaties related to death penalty. This chapter 

consists of four parts. Part one includes international treaties which were ratified by 

member states of United Nations Organization. Part two includes international treaties 

which were ratified by member states of Council of Europe. Part three outlines the 

American Convention on Human Rights. Part four mentions acquis communautaire law.  



Chapter seven deals with an alternatives to death penalty. The chapter consists of 

four parts. Part one describes legal conditions of life inprisonment. Part two desribes 

legal conditions of conditional discharge. Part three refers to legal conditions of penalty 

executions. Part four deals with the impact of life sentence on prisoners.  

Chapter eight ilustrates public opinion of death penalty nowadays. This chapter 

consists of  seven parts. Each of part ilustrates public opinion in the different countries 

of the world: Czech Republic, France, USA, Canada and United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland, Russian Federation, Japan and Australia.  

Conclusions are drawn in Chapter nine. 

I would rather prefer the life inprisonment instead of the death penalty. Life 

inprisonment carries out the purpose of sentence better. Democratic humanity society 

must prefer mild form of punishment, if this form meets the requirements of the 

punishment. It is necessary to protect a human life whenever. 


