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Summary 

Children come into the establishment for institutional education from families that did 

not fulfill their function or did not meet the basic needs of the child. The parents of these 

children often perpetrated criminal acts, were under the influence of alcohol, neglected the 

children or in some cases even mistreated or abused them. The family was for these children 

often a negative image. The children spent part of their lives in a non-stimulating 

environment. These families influenced the personality of the child in a extremely negative 

way. 

 Children from children's homes show handicaps already at a biological level. These 

children tend to have lower body measurements values, they suffer from different health 

handicaps, psychiatric disorders, their mental capacities are under average, they have attention 

disorders, heightened affectivity, heightened aggressiveness, etc. 

 Children come into children's homes from dysfunctional families usually in their later 

school days, consequently, the family has had great influence during their early childhood and 

in some cases also during school age or adolescence. Some children visit their families even 

after they have been placed in children's homes, and are therefore still influenced by their 

parents. All these factors, among others, influence their interests, values and perspectives. 

 For children from children’s homes, the most important values are those of 

relationship - family, also love and friendship. By contrast, material values - money, work or  

education, are less relevant, even though these values have a certain importance for these 

children. In their lives they feel a need to be materially safe - “have a flat, have money”. 

 Friends are very important for these children. They like to spend their free time with 

them and see their friends as close persons who they can confide in and who will help them. 

Adults play a great role in the lives of these children as well, be it their tutors or their parents. 

 The most favorite interests of children from children’s homes these days are listening 

to music, the afore mentioned spending of free time with friends and sport activities. The most 

practiced sport activities are ball games and martial arts. Very popular activities with children 

is spending their free time with parents and tutors from the children’s home or watching 

television. Less popular activities include reading and playing computer games. The least 

favorite activities are going to clubs and discos, outdoor activities and visiting national 

monuments and theater. 
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 Hobby groups are mainly attended by younger children, in later age the interest in 

organized hobby groups declines. If the children attend hobby groups, they are generally sport 

activities or dance lessons. The children attend hobby groups usually for up to two years. The 

children for the most part arrive from families without fixed basic habits, the interest of these 

children is to go out and wander. Tutors try to lead the children to other leisure activities only 

after they arrive at the institution. After the arrival to a children’s home, tutors try to find a 

suitable activity and hobby group for the child, which would entertain the child as well as help 

him develop. If they arrive to the institution at an early school age, it is possible to guide these 

children to some leisure activities. If they arrive at an age of 15 years or more, they are often 

not interested in participating in leisure activities, their interests remain going out with 

friends, watching television, listening to music, playing computer games, etc. Children’s 

interests are very unstable. If the children attend a hobby group, they keep attending it for 

several months, but their original excitement rapidly ebbs and they have a tendency to change 

the hobby group or, in later age, to quit it entirely. 

 The results of the survey show that in the ages 12-14, children tend to smoke very 

little or only on occasion. Of older children (15-18 years and more), more than 70% smoke. 

Alcohol is also used by mostly older children. From the total number of respondents, more 

than half of the children consume alcohol. More than a third of the respondents have tried or 

regularly use or used other addictive substances. Again, this problem occurs with mostly older 

children. Smoking, drinking of alcohol and the opportune experimentation with addictive 

substances is wide-spread even among adolescents in normal families in this age. 

Nonetheless, children from children's homes are a more endangered group due to the fact that 

they do not have a positive role model in the form of their parents. Many children form 

children’s homes are long term cigarette addicts and arrive this way to the institution from 

their families. Some children had consumed alcohol before they were put into institutional 

care.  

 

 The respondents of the survey often exhibit educational problems at school. The 

behavior of the children is reflected in their conduct evaluation on their report card. Almost 

two third of the respondents has or has had at least some reprimand or demerit. About a third 

had committed some misdemeanor that had to handled by the police of CR. In many cases, 

the children did not want to write more about their misdemeanors. The most mentioned 

misdemeanor was theft, but there were other crimes such as running away, assault, destruction 

of property, disturbing silent hours, insobriety, etc. 
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 In the study, children also answered questions regarding their perspectives after they 

leave the children’s home. It is important for the children to find a place to live and a job. 

Also, there appeared many responses to find or keep a partner, to start a family and have 

children. Some children did not have any idea what they will do after they leave the children’s 

home. With children that had some notion, these perspectives were very vague. There were no 

responses as to how or where they would try to find a place to live or a profession. 

 The study shows that almost half of the children would like to stay at the children’s 

home after they had reached adulthood and to finish preparations for a profession. Only less 

than a sixth of the children responded that they would like to leave the children’s home when 

they reach the age of 18. A third of the children is not decided yet. 

  After reaching the age of 18 and 19, few young people stay at the children’s home. 

Thus, they leave very young, immature, vulnerable, without social security and support. Only 

6% of children older than 18 stay in the institutions. 

 More than a third of the respondents think that they will become more independent 

after they leave the children’s home, almost another third want to go live with their parents or 

other relatives. Only a seventh of the children plan to go live in a halfway house or some other 

asylum facilities. In a smaller measure, children want to go live with their partner or friend. 

 Every year, about a 250 young people that grew up in children’s homes enter 

independent life. Maneuvering the labor market, but also society, can be for them quite 

complicated. The cause for this tend to be unrealistic ideas of “real” life, lack of psychosocial 

abilities and a low education. The greatest problems that these individuals face after they 

leave is finding a place to live and a job. These young people have distorted conceptions 

about work, they are unaware about work routine and social abilities linked with a profession. 

Many times they do not have the willingness to work. Problems that young people have when 

they leave children's homes can be summarized into three sections: social unpreparedness, 

economical dependence and a nonexistent emotional support. 

 


