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Advisor's review 
 
 The thesis explores the medieval English and Scandinavian reflections of the campaign of 
the so-called Great Heathen Army in England (876-878), resulting in a radical redrawing of its 
political map. The enquiry follows a twofold goal: to determine the relation of the later narratives to  
factual information presented in contemporary sources of non-narrative or minimally narrative 
character (Frankish annals, The Annals of Ulster, The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle) and to map the 
dynamics in which these accounts evolved as narratives, focusing on their communal context, the 
dynamics of their interaction and accretion of material and their literary aspect (generic features). 
 The most immediately impressive feature of the thesis is the extent and variety of primary 
material which it brings into consideration, much of it difficult of access in terms of required 
linguistic abilities. As secondary sources on the subject are relatively scarce, verifying their 
interpretation of facts meant re-visiting the annals in the original. The complexity of approach and 
the awareness of the necessity to transcend the limited disciplinary perspective is evident in the 
inclusion of non-textual material (St Edmund memorial coinage). 
 The discussion of the narrative accounts has the specific merit of integrating more narrowly 
literary-historical issues (intertextuality, development of genre; here the most important contribution 
to the present state of knowledge lies in the reconsideration of the dynamics of interaction among 
the individual accounts and its relation to the political situation) with the problems of evolution of  
historical discourse and its narrativity in relation to claims to authority – an aspect more commonly 
developed with regard to the modern period. In this respect, the thesis raises a number of important 
questions that may enrich the current theories of the relationship of literature and history.  
 The following suggestions are thus rather hints at the direction of possible further research: 

1. With regard to the presumed affinity of the account of King Alfred's hardships and victories 
with the genre of heroic epic, and the classification of the passio of King Edmund as legend, 
it might be profitable to examine the interaction of the two models both on the level of the 
genres and their relation to other literary models (e.g. Asser – Einhard – Roman biography) 
and on the level of the individual accounts (especially in later versions of the Edmund 
story). 

2. While the analysis of the presence of folk-tale elements in the Anglo-Danish Edmund story 
(related to its presumed oral transmission) is instructive, this aspect of the enquiry could be 
applied also in the case of the East Anglian Edmund story and the Wessex Alfred story – 
again, especially as regards their later development. 

 
Conclusion: The thesis is a thorough and innovative study of a difficult and complex subject. It 
would definitely merit expanding, in the course of further studies (which would be advisable) into a 
book-length monograph, which the scope of an M.A thesis precludes. I recommend it for defence 
with an EXCELLENT mark. 
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