
ABSTRACT

"Contextualizing  the  Vikings  in  Anglo-Saxon  History  and  Literature"  examines  the 

Scandinavian impact of Viking presence in Anglo-Saxon England during the so-called First and 

Second  Viking  Age,  concentrating  on  the  portrayals  of  the  Viking  activity  in  Anglo-Saxon 

chronicles and annals, as well as Scandinavian (chiefly Icelandic and Danish) sources. It aims to 

identify the patterns of  representation in  those portrayals  and their  development  relative to  the 

historical events of the period, the political situation in the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, the state and 

progress of the Church, and contemporary literary tendencies,  including the influence of heroic 

literature and the development of the Anglo-Saxon kingship.  

Three  distinct  accounts  that  came  into  existence  as  a  result  of  the  Viking  invasion  of 

England in 866 are examined. Three main traditions can be discerned -  the Scandinavian tradition, 

reflecting the battle of York, the slaying of king Ella and king Edmund, the East Anglian tradition, 

reflecting the slaying of king Edmund, and the Wessex tradition, reflecting king Alfred's struggle 

with the Danes. 

The  thesis  proposes  to  trace  the  historical  origins  and  development  of  these  traditions, 

attempting to discern their historical and fictional elements by comparing them with the record of 

the historical events to which they relate as presented in contemporary sources, making an inquiry 

into the probable factual nature of the historical events they reflect, and finding links connecting 

these traditions with the records in contemporary sources. An inquiry is made into the motives these 

traditions record as the cause of the Danish invasion of England, the historical circumstances behind 

the growth of these traditions are put to scrutiny, and an attempt is made at establishing the probable 

chronology of their development. 

The development of these traditions is further viewed in terms of narrative and narrativity, 

the employment of folktale motifs, incipient genre characteristics, and an inquiry is made into the 

dynamics of their interaction with each other and the degree to which they influenced each other.  


