ABSTRACT

As a topic of my thesis I have chosen the problematic of the criminal aspects of
lotteries, games and betting. The main aim of this thesis is to analyze how can be
gambling connected with the criminal law. There are different ways of this connection
and this thesis should bring a basic view of the mentioned topic.

The work is divided into eleven chapters. After chapter One with introduction
there follows Chapter Two, which includes the basic terminology used in the thesis as
lotteries, games, betting and gambling. Although the thesis is focused on criminal law
Chapter Three and Four contain some information from other branches of law, what is
important for general view of the problematic. Chapter Three is called civil regulation
and results from the legal regulation in Act No. 40/1964 Coll., as amended, the Civil
Code (hereinafter referred to as the “Civil Code™). The regulation in the Civil Code is
quite brief so it is amended with related judgments. Chapter Four focuses on positive
regulation of lotteries and games in Act No. 202/1990 Coll., as amended, the Gambling
Act, but also on the efforts for its updating.

Chapter Five to Ten are all devoted to different criminal aspects of gambling.
Chapter Five is divided into four sections. First one provides a brief historic
development of criminal regulation of gambling within our territory. In following
section there are three concrete criminal offences which are covered in Act. No.
40/2009 Coll., as amended, the Criminal Code (hereinafter referred to as the “Criminal
Code™). In chapter Six there are described different kinds of criminal activities
connected with gambling. There exist states where the operating and somewhere even
the playing of hazardous games can be a criminal offence. Offenders can also prosper
from the legal gambling sector, they can use for example for money laundering or they
can misuse this sector for example for influence on games results. Also the players
commit different criminal offences, especially when they need more money for a game.

Chapter Seven focuses on the problem of on-line gambling. Long time it was
illegal to operate on-line gambling in the Czech Republic because there was no chance
to get a necessary licence required by the Gambling Act. Operating on-line gambling
without the licence accomplished elements of a crime illegal operating of lotteries and
other similar games. Nowadays it is already possible to get such a licence, but there is
another problem connected with on-line gambling. There are companies from fm:ei gn
states operating on-line gambling in the Czech Republic (but also in other state's in the
European Union) without the licence of the state where they the on-line ga:-nblmg.
operate. There is a conflict between free movement of services and restrictive national
jurisdiction. This conflict has been solved by European Court of Justice for several .
times. For comparison there is also brief description of the on-line gambling regulation
in the USA.




Chapter Eight includes another act, which can accomplish elements of a crime
illegal operating lotteries and other similar games. This is operating of so called
consumer lotteries, which is in the Czech Republic illegal since 1998. In chapter Nine
there is an example of act, which can accomplish elements of a crime operating of
unfair games and betting. This is the operating of so called pyramid games. Chapter Ten
is devoted to the mental disorder called pathologic gambling. Pathologic gamblers
usually spend all their money on gambling, often they spent also money of members of
their families and they make debts for the rest of their lives. The impacts of pathologic
gambling are very serious, so the society should try to prevent it as much as it is
possible. Conclusions are drawn in chapter Eleven.
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