
Annotation

Lysias' speech Against Eratosthenes is the most famous speech of Lysias, Athen's most prolific

author of lawcourt speeches. It deals with a murder of Lysias' brother Polemarchus, who was

arrested and executed under the rule of so-called "Thirty Tyrants" in 404 B. C. And yet the

topics covered are much wider, the speech thereby becoming a portrayal of the darkest times

athenian democracy ever witnessed and a valuable document of democratic point of view on

the events. The speech is commented from a historical point of view, focusing in the first

place on political history and history of law.


