
This text explores the topic of contemporary relations between lusophone countries, 

principally at the level of Community of Portuguese Speaking Countries (iComunidade dos 

Paises de Lingua Portuguesa -  CPLP), the international intergovernamental organization 

founded in 1996 by représentants of seven countries which use Portuguese as official language -  

Angola, Brazil, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Portugal and Sao Tome and Principe 

-  with intention to promote a multidimensional cooperation. The project of CPLP tries to get 

value from the common past of these countries, to which in 2002 added independent East Timor, 

that goes to the colonial era. Characteristics of this period are also matter of interest of this essay, 

including the ideological background of the Portuguese presence in the overseas areas and the 

process of the abrupt decolonization of the Portuguese Empire are also focused in this text. 

Being the language the most solid tie between these countries, in addition to mutual cultural 

influences, the Comunity of Portuguese Speaking Countries tries above all to promote a difusion 

of the common language in the world and within the participating states. Moreover, among the 

objectives of the CPLP we can find permanent political-diplomatic concert and cooperation in all 

the possible fields.

However, the Community, that in 2006 celebrates the conclusion of the first decade of its 

existence, has not always funcioned very well. This is due various factors. Firstly, because 

of their extremely different geografical position, member states of the CPLP are involved 

in other international organizations of their region -  European Union, MERCOSUR, ECOWAS, 

Commonwealth, La Francophonie etc. -  that represent, in most of the cases, the priority 

partnership for their external politics. Secondly, the contention between Brazil and Portugal 

for leadership of the Community harms the very funcioning of it. Thirdly, the preferency for 

bilateral form of relations, althougt within the CPLP, mostly from part of Brazil, makes 

the original project of multilateral cooperation between member states of the Community 

of Portuguese Speaking Countries second-rate initiative. In this way, the alleged abuse 

of the CPLP by Brazil as a mere instrument of its external politics could be seen as a vicious 

tendention.

On the other hand, during its ten years of existence, the countries involved in the project 

of the Community succeeded in overcoming the bad memory of the colonial period in mutual 

relations. Although it did not meet completely the original ambitions, the contribution of the 

CPLP to the solution of various crises in some of the member states (Guinea-Bissau, Sao Tome 

and Principe), and the support offered by the governments of the lusophone countries to the



efforts of the resistence in the East Timor in the direction of reaching the independency from 

Indonesia, represent some of the positive results of the Community of Portuguese Speaking 

Countries. Besides, coulourful scale of activities on various fields of common interest -  for 

example in education, health, trade and investment, economic and social development, defense, 

public administration or movement of the people within the CPLP -  cannot be omitted. 

Especially for those small member states of the Community means the participation on its 

activities a significant contribution to the rise in its visibility on the world scene.

Only the future results of the CPLP activities will, after all, demonstrate whether this 

project of the dialogue between the countries that are dispersed on the four continents of the 

world have some durable pespective. In this moment, the Community of Portuguese Speaking 

Countries represents relatively successful project as for its promotion of the problematic global 

North-South dialogue, for partnership between the peoples with their origins in diferent 

civilization circles, nevertheless the common history under the Portuguese colonial rule.


