International Study Exchange Programmes as a Form of Student Mobility

Abstract

Czech students have been only little surveyedmastale population so far, despite the increasing
importance of student mobility in the contemporatgbalised world. This thesis examines student
mobility on the example of Czech students from gaplical departments of Charles University
in Prague, Faculty of Science, who joined the Eresexchange programme as a part of their studies
in the past five years (2005-2010). This study d@manalyze the directions and intensity of Erasmus
student flows and motivation of students to take jpethe student exchange programme. One of the ma
goals is also to measure the influence of the Emasstudy exchange on the potential international
mobility of students. A multi-method approach $&d in this case study, including questionnairgets
among mobile students, interviews with Erasmus aioators and a statistical analysis of existingadat
sources (especially the statistics of the geogcaprdepartments and the database of Czech National
Agency for European Educational Programmes).

The results show that the motivation to studentbititg is influenced by many factors.
The questionnaire data reveal a major importandangfuage and life experience as motivational facto
The geography students choosing to study in Germ@pgin and France do so mainly for the reasons
of improving their language skills. But the couesrisuch as Norway, Finland, the Netherlands
or the United Kingdom seem tiwa&t students not only by the language motivabonin a
large extend also by the possibility of furtherwtio within their field of study. The opportunity toavel
and a change of the study environment were othdivatimnal factors mentioned especially by the
students who selected destinations that are matardifrom the Czech Republic. It is common for
students of geography to use their study periodabas an opportunity for travelling and this sufpo
the view of student mobility as a specific parta@dirism. The motivation of students is stronglyatedl
to their choice of study destination, which is e ttcase of geographers made mainly according & the
criteria: language, the specialization of the fogneiiniversity as well as the geographical condgiohthe
study internship locality. These mainly reflect #pecific interests of the investigated students.

The participation in an Erasmus exchange prograrase proved to have a relatively strong
influence on the increase of international mobildy respondents. The surveyed students show
an increased level of mobility for further studibswever, most of them are likely to be internadibn
mobile for work rather than for studies in the f@tuThe positive international study experience
motivates students to search for other types ofilibhgboften in a broader time-space dimension.

The thesis also brings a more general concepttializaf international student mobility.
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