
Abstract

Dining, banquets and related social rituals are important elements which go through the whole history of
human society. The aim of the submitted dissertation is to show this phenomenon   as an integral part of
the origin, the existence and the development of civil society. In the introduction the development of the
conception civil society is briefly summarized and the sense in which this conception will be dealt with
in the dissertation is mentioned. Also the starting points, the aim of the dissertation and the methodics
used are shortly outlined here. The second part is an anthropological view concerning the issue, where
the significance of human ability to modify food using heat is especially emphasized as an essential
condition of  further development.of mankind. The third part of the dissertation provides us with an
overview of a historical development of  collective boarding and social boarding, while the gradual
transformation of the society towards its current form is emphasized. The fourth part deals with a case
study of a particular civil association, which is concerned with the culture of dining, protection of local
products and support of  traditional technologies. Considering the fact that this civil association is a part
of¨an influential international 


