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ie author’s study outlines the emergence and development of the external dimension of the 
J policy on immigration and asylum. The paper mainly focuses on analyzing three specific 
eas within the EU external dimension policy: readmission and the exportation of border 
ntrols; return (and circular migration); and regional protection programmes (including 
settlement and protected entry procedures). Analyses of those three areas are followed by 
e author’s positive policy recommendations. Ultimately, the author attempts to address the 
rticular changes in policies aimed at reducing unwanted migration into the EU and whether 
ey can be reconciled with policies that are likely to benefit developing countries and 
igrants themselves.

íapter 2 (Development of EU Policy on the ‘External Dimension’) provides a broad 
itline of the emergence, scope and dynamics of the external dimension of EU policy on 
imigration and asylum. The author correctly presupposes that a clearer understanding of 
ilicy development as w'ell as understanding the two prevailing approaches (a control- 
iented approach and preventive approach) provides a better appreciation of the current 
nation in the field.

C íapter 3 (Exporting Stricter Border Controls and Readmission Agreements) provides 
an overview of two control-oriented policy measures -  the exportation of stricter border 
controls and readmission agreements -  dominating the external dimension of EU policy on 

migration and asylum. After analyzing those measures, their impact on EU member states, 
tiding and transit countries and on migrants themselves, the author realizes that the use of 
se measures -  particularly conclusion of readmission agreements -  raises fundamental 

lestions which remain unanswered by the policy makers (these include unsecured human 
hts of the returnees; difficulties imposed on third countries lacking institutions to deal with 
gration flows; and the asymmetrical relationship between negotiating parties). 1 would 
lecially like to attract readers’ attention to the author’s recommendations at the end of this 
apter which prove that she clearly understands the main risks related to the conclusion of 
idmission agreements.
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apter 4 (Return and Repatriation; Circular Migration) lays out examples which seems 
support the general idea that voluntary return measures -  in particular well-worked out co- 
'elopment strategies within repatriation initiatives -  may be positively implemented with 
ins for both sending and receiving countries as well as for migrants themselves. The author 

correctly stresses that an integrated strategy linking migration and development is missing.

Chapter 5 (Protection in the Region of Origin) outlines various policy proposals within the 
concept of protection in the region of origin and controversies that are inherent in the 
proposals. The author warns against using those strategies to exclude asylum seekers from 
making their claim within Europe. This is definitely a political issue though linked with the 
legal obligations of states.



The author is aware of how broad and complex the topic she has chosen to analyze is. It has to 
be stressed, however, that she has managed to digest an enormous amount of information and 
has been able to pinpoint the most relevant pieces, analyze them, and create a mosaic of the 
most controversial issues that intersect the presented migration-development nexus if there 
has ever been one. 77?/s is the question that still remains to be answered. In other words, 
should development in fact be used in conjunction with migration measures? In what and 
whose interests are the analyzed policies carried out?

Regarding the student's work with the sources, I would like to highlight the value of using 
predominantly primary sources (including the most recent ones).

1 recommend this masters thesis for the defense and my recommended grading of the work is 
A (excellent).

Prague, 2006-06-13


