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Abstract

This thesis concentrates on the revival of the Garfanguage from political point of view. It
analyses the role of the language in re-thinkingn@t identity both within England and the
United Kingdom. The phenomenon of Cornish cultusadaissance (with the focus on the
language as a possible vehicle of political demprodsers the historical development,
process of devolution as well as current politieablvement in Cornwall, England and the
UK. The aim of this thesis is to find the answerqieestion whether the revived Cornish
language could serve as a main aspect within CdFiswandeavour to greater self-
governance. Regarding the theoretical frameworkoriles of M. Hechter, B. Anderson and

M. Hroch were discussed.
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Abstrakt

Diplomova prace se zabyva fenoménem znovuzrozemhského jazyka z politické
perspektivy. Analyzuje roli kornstiny v procesu Bbo vymezovani kornské identity jak
v ramci Anglie, tak v rdmci celého Spojeného krateiz Renesance kornského kulturniho
powdomi (s drazem na kornstinu jakoZzto na mozZny nastroj udpledni politickych
poZzadavk) zahrnuje historicky vyvoj Cornwallu, proces dew® stejd jako sowasny
politicky vyvoj v Cornwallu, Anglii i Spojeném kréaVstvi. Cilem prace je pokusit se najit
odpowd’ na otazku, zda se obnoveny kornsky jazyiZenstat hlavnim aspektem v rdmci snah
Cornwallu o ¥tSi politickou autonomii. V teoretické&sti jsou fakta konfrontovana s teoriemi

M. Hechtera, B. Andersona a M. Hrocha.
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I ntroduction

»,cornish cream is not Devonshire cream, the Corpistiple are not English people; from their flatigea stiles
to their huge white china-clay pyramidal dumps.ythtave something to show the visitor that is pecutd

themselves, or if shared, shared only with the @ret’

S. P. B. Maks

This thesis is focused on the region of Cornwal. Wwill try to put the phenomenon of
recent revival of the Cornish language (as welbfathe regional Cornish identity) within the
broader concept of regional self-awareness bothinviEngland and within the United
Kingdom. More specifically, | will try to find thanswer to question whether the revival and
supported usage of the (once already extinct) Gbrlanguage could serve as a base for a

further form of cultural/political/economic autongraf Cornwall?

There are several reasons why the case of Corifavallthe occurrence of revived languages

and intensified growth of regional awareness inegal) deserves our attention.

Firstly, during the last two or three decades $peead of political and economic
globalization gradually caused an upsurge in catintBatives. One of such a type of
movement is the revived regionalism (@ regionalism) whose proponents seek to offer an
alternative to ever-growing unification which haspecially within cultural and linguistic
fields, negative effects on diversity and on thatestof conservation of regional cultural
heritage. The individuals, organisations and variactivist groups, who helped to bring this
issue to the fore, claim that the heritage of weidr region must not fall into oblivion.
Therefore, their effort to maintain local traditjyianguages and even the type of countryside
or (to a certain extent) economic structure isnockd to be a sort of cure to omnipresent
levelling. Naturally, these movements often havergj political consequences and they have
become a frequent topic within political analyses.

! Mais, S. P. B., 1934The Cornish Riviera. London: Great Western Railway, pp. 9,10

2 This thesis could be perceived as a sequel to ash&or thesis which was defended at Faculty ofigboc
Sciences, Charles University in June 2008 and duitt Irish language as a possible factor of Inettional
identity.



Secondly, the rise of regionalism (not only in &pg) is often seen as a challenge to
unitary state. This might well be observable in¢hee of the United Kingdom — is it a unitary
state, a regional one or a kingdom of (semi)-sagarkands/regions? A number of questions,
which were unthinkable to pose some fifty or ewsarity years ago perhaps, are now widely
discussed across all levels of political, econorama cultural sphere. The process of
devolution, hastily introduced by the New Left aftheir election victory in 1997 only
sharpened regional differences (as well as regianalreness) within the UK. This is not to
say, however, that such a step was either positigenegative one. There will be more space
and more relevant data to analyse this processnimt 00 distant future. Nevertheless, even
with the data which are available now, we are chpdb trace the development and,
subsequently, to make a comparison with similaesasnd perhaps to try to predict the

outcomes.

Thirdly, the profound analysis of a particular iegal movement (in this case
Cornwall) allows us to identify which factors wewé crucial importance when (re)building
regional awareness. Was it language, territorygicel or anything else? Which factors (or
which combination of them) proved to be crucial?d Othe regional elites use such

specificities to back up their political demandsWAf yes, were they successful (and why)?

This thesis, in short, aims to encapsulate soméhede questions using a case study of
Cornwall. Analysing the conditions and evolvemehthe revived Cornish identity (whilst
concentrating on the language), | will try to pudr@wall within the framework based on the

guestions mentioned above.



1. Why Cornwall?

As mentioned above, the option for Cornwall hasesgivreasons. Next to these, there are a
couple of related motives. First of all, Cornwadishnot been named so often as Wales and
Scotland when analysing the phenomenon of Celtivaeon the British Isles (or jointly on
the British Islesand" Brittany if this area is perceived as a coheregian with the lasting
Celtic nations). Wales and Scotland are much mdsible not only because these regions
were given their own legislative bodies (the NatilbAssembly for Wales and the Scottish
Parliament respectively) but also because theiketisng and branding is simply stronger and
easy to spot, be it in newspapers, television @hdranedia as well as in public discourse.
When common citizens of the UK are being asked Wwi@eltic nations they would name
within the UK, they usually mention just the Welshe Scottish and the Irish. The remote
geographical position of Cornwall only emphasides perspectivé.However, the Cornish
have always seen themselves as a distinct Celtioma hey say they are not English and
they have had nothing in common with Englishmenepk¢he bordet,disputes of various
kinds and a couple of formal elements such as tbeamch or currency. Thus, Cornwall
deserves to be considered as one of the natione (specificallyCeltic nations) that had
settled on the British Isles in early history oé tarchipelago. Since the end of WWII, when
the revivalist movements have been emerging througEurope, the Cornish realized that
their cultural heritage was a precious part ofrtbein identity and, therefore, started to define
themselves a€eltic even strongly than before. Thanks to the simithraacement in other
nations within the Celtic Fringe and thanks to tieghbouring Brittany, Cornishmen have
taken part in a range of activities and events Wwilostered their endeavour. They understood
quickly that ethnic awareness could be a usefulitotheir campaign.

The post-war period was, however, not homogenouks tha identity movements
witnessed times of waxing and waning - after atineddy favourable social climate during the
1960s the situation worsened during the Thatchar weith its cuts in cultural policy.

Following the victory of the New Left in 1997 thénssphere changed again. Mr Blair

! In this thesistalics is used when: (1) stressing a term which is ctdoiathe whole context, (2) referring to the
titte of a book and (3) mentioning anything in Gsim— in that case, italics is used only when teeniis
mentioned for the first time; afterwards, normaitfes used (the English translation follows in kets).

2 Thomas, Alys, 1994. “Cornwall’s Territorial DilenamEuropean Region arWestcountry! Sub-region?,”
Cornish Studies: Two

% The River Tamar has been a traditional border @etwCornwall and the rest of England. | shall comthat
later.



comprehended promptly that he could have gainedesdile support from British periphery
had his government introduced appropriate measé®a resultdevolutionhas become a
very fashionable word at all levels of politicalsgym. Notwithstanding, whilst Wales and
Scotland were given their own legislative bodiesl @ven the peace process in Northern
Ireland seemed to be approaching to the correcttisn] Cornwall remained totally aside.
There were probably many reasons for that - Cordnwals (at least from the central
government perspective) a mere county in Englamdg@phically remote and virtually
insignificant. In addition, the economic performaraf Cornwall was not satisfactory given
the fact that young people were leaving their hamanty seeking better job opportunities in
bigger cities, not to mention high unemploymene rand comparatively low wages. All that
influenced the identity movement in Cornwall. Tbedls realised that one of the ways how to
preserve theilCornishnesswas to go back to their roots. Naturally, langugdeyed an
indispensable role in these efforts, not only beeahe “true” Revival at the beginning of the

20" century was also based on the revival of language.

My aim is, thus, to take a closer look on this nmoeet, to trace its commencements back
and, possibly, to put it into the current politicaintext. The introductory section covers the
hypothesis, methodology and the literature surkieyhe chapter on hypothesis | will outline
the questions to which | will seek answers throughbe analysis. The methodology used
here (a single interpretative case study) leanthmee main theories — Benedict Anderson’s
Imagined CommunitiedMichael Hechter $nternal Colonialismand on an explanation and
comparative of national movements by Miroslav Hroch

Next follows a section on the distinctivenesCaolrnwall within England (or at least
this is how Cornishmen see it). With this assumefthde attitude of Cornish people towards
the Englishmen on mind it is much easier to undesthe moves behind the scenes of the
revival and the logic of the big picture appeara itlearer way.

Then there are two broad parts analysing the dpuetat of the language and identity
revival in Cornwall. The first part begins with hapter dealing with language policy which
offers some well-known theoretical conceptionsteglato the language as a part of cultural
heritage - language management and diversity, Egmuevival, loyalty etc. Following
chapters cover the classification of Cornish aaacdtmparison with other Celtic languages as
well as its early history, literature and the efadecline with the consequent birth of the
revival movement at the turn of the®™@nd 28' century. The second part illustrates the

development after WWII when the identity movemeat o react to the altered conditions

4



after such an important historical, social and ecoic reversal. There are separate chapters
on notable phenomena such as the Stannary Parliamsbyon Kernow’, Cornwall’s

relation towards the EU and towards devolution. @hestion of Cornishness vs. Englishness
(and, consequently, Britishness) will also be dssedl. At the end a possible future scenarios

will be outlined.

1.1 Hypothesis

As the title of this thesis stands, | will conceér on the language revival in Cornwall from

the political perspective. | will try to find outhether the Cornish language functions as the
very basis of the actual revival of the Cornishniity and, consequently, whether the

language could serve as a main argument suppdhamd@ornishmen’s demand for greater
independence from Westminster.

The questions here are as follows:

= Is the revival of the Cornish language a mer¢ucal phenomenon or is it a solid base for

strengthening Cornish political autonomy ? Is Calthwdeed annternal colony

= |s the distinctiveness of Cornwall an imaginang® Could it be perceived as iamgined

community(in the sense of Benedict Anderson)?

= If the language is a factor for fostering regioGarnish awareness, could it bee sole
factor?

“Stannary Parliament was a representative bodyglhtiok to the Middle Ages. It was practically restbin the
middle of the 1970s. Mebyon Kernow is a leadingitiwall party in Cornwall. Its aim is to act as astitict
speaker for Cornish people on the political scésball come to it later.

5



| will seek the answers to these questions by meéraalyzing the process of revival in
depth. Each section of this thesis relates to alnosetioned seminal works in certain aspects.

In the concluding section the findings will be suarised and explained.

1.2 Methodology

After a careful consideration, a single interpriggatcase study has been chosen as the best
tool for examining and understanding the phenomeridghe Cornish language revival within
the Celtic Fringe. Now the reasons for this chewlebe briefly explained.

Firstly, the paucity and unreliability of the quisative data as well as the character of
this case weighted heavily against any quantitapy@oach.

Secondly, | have opted for the single interpretatiase study because it enables me to
trace the issue of a local language revival ineagdetail and, therefore, it gives me better
chances to understand the case in its complexitye (not only) Cornish renaissance is a
dynamic process and, with the benefit of hindsigbth the roots and consequences could be
interpreted more clearly. The aim is to provideiraxepth apprehension of the whole topic.
Albeit the case of Cornwall will be briefly compdrewith Wales and Scotland, the
comparison is not crucial here — it only helpsapérceive the specialities within the Cornish
case and to put it in the big picture of revivabageneral phenomenon.

Primary and secondary literature was the main soofempirical data.

As a part of my research | have also interviewecbaple of scholars (mostly at the
Institute of Cornish Studies) and interested irdlinals such as employers from the Cornish
Language Partnership. | am not analysing their arswsing any extra methodology; these
semi-structured interviews have rather served manasfficient tool within the process of
getting myself well rooted in the whole topic. Natlly, all the answers and opinions quoted
anywhere in the text are properly cited.

As mentioned above, this thesis is rather integpinet than explanatory. Therefore, | will
not seek and explain the causalities, nor willflrdeany variables. The goal here is to capture

the case of Cornish in its exclusivity, not to melany objective statement (although some

® Druldk, Petr a kol., 2008ak zkoumat politikuPraha: Portal
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rather general statements will appear concerniagttenomenon of revival within the Celtic

Fringe).

The three questions posed in the hypothesis chapeemgrounded on a theoretical basis
comprising of three different views on regional itdey (i.e. on its formation and on the
causes of such a formation) represented by thr¢er warks. Each of them was regarded as
an important contribution to study of the phenonrend regional specificity and problems

related to if

1.2.1 Michae Hechter and Internal Colonialism

The first of the three concepts which frame thetbtcal section here is Michael Hechter’s
Internal Colonialism: the Celtic fringe in Britishational developmenpublished in 1975.
The American-born author explores the aspects hofigty within the Celtic nations (Irish,
Scottish and Welsh) and their social origins. Héofes the topic ofassimilationismversus
nationalism and, meanwhile, does not leave ouptbblem of racism. Hechter does not hide
his leftist/Marxist attitude which was, at the timénen he was elaborating his dissertation,
highly influential within American academia, namei§thin social sciences. As a result of
this, he perceives the Celtic nations in the Unk&adgdom primarily asperipherieswhich
were — and still are — exploited by the core. I& View, the centre was making use of those
marginal areas for such a long time and in suchaam@r that he does not hesitate to call it
colonialism, namelynternal colonialism

He contrasts this theory with another one — with diffusion model of national
development. Such a model occurs in three phasesfifBt one is called pre-industrial; there
are almost no contacts between the core and peyipinel, thus, each region exists virtually

isolated from the rest of the country. The secohdsp develops after the Industrialisation

® By all means, many other authors offer their viewthe centre-periphery model, such as Derek Uewid
Stein Rokkan, among others, and on the formatiomatfonalism (Ernest Gellner, A. D. Smith or Elie
Kedourie). However, there is not enough spaceimttiesis to deal with all the major representativestead, |
have opted for three major ideas dealing with thenftion of regional/national awareness. While Mchter
and B. Anderson are widely known across the acaaleltiroslav Hroch is perhaps less renowned withia t
Anglo-Saxon area (especially within the Americ&fwever, as | would argue, his approach is ratistialand
deep yet far from the post-modern highly abstrhebties which are, in my opinion, rather distainfrthe
actual real development.



when it is oftentimes necessary to maintain comgatiun between the regions - thus, the
frequency of mutual contacts increases and thaqusly sharp differences between the core
and periphery start to diminish. In other words #dvocates of diffusionist model believe
that the interaction will bring commonalifyThe third phase simply means that the mutual
discrepancies will clear and both core and periphwitl acquire very similar economic,
political and social conditions.

However, Michael Hechter presumes that diffusionisimes not correspond to
historical development of Celtic Fringe within tb& (and, more generally, this does not fit
to other peripheries either — at least in Hechteiéw/). Therefore, he explains the somewhat
border position of Celtic cultures in the UK applgithe theory ofnternal colonialism The
theory itself, as he notes, was firstly used byl.M.enin and later by Antonio Gramsci. In
fact, it postulates the very opposite when compéoetiffusionism - the centre does not want
(because of a range of strategic, political, calt@and economic reasons) the periphery to
grow in any sense of the word. The policy of thataeis quite the reverse — the aim is to
exploit the periphery and make use of all its sesrcThus, the acculturation cannot take
place. The uneven spread of Industrialisation giies to sharp disparity again. Cultural
division of labour, which meanwhile emerges, orthgisgthens the specific ethnic awareness
in the two groups. In the long run, therefore, significance of ethnic identity is more and
more important and members of each group starefioelthemselves against the other group.
One of such outcomes could be some type of natgimabvement.

Michael Hechter examines the process of uneven |lg@vent in historical
perspective - the expansion of the English statd immposition of English authority, the
insistence on English cultural superiority and emugences of Industrialisation and economic
inequality, the Anglicisation of the Celtic periplieas well as the political economy of ethnic
change. He concludes that the outcome of sucht@aliight between the two types of areas
could be a process which he nanetldnic changei.e. the region, which perceives itself as
subordinate, has a tendency to foster its cultamal ethnic distinctiveness precisely because
of the aforementioned trends.

Coming back to my hypothetical questions, | wilphpHechter’s theory on Cornwall
— is this region an internal colony within the Wit Kingdom? If yes, was the

Industrialisation the main source of misery?

" Hechter, Michael, 1975nternal Colonialism: the Celtic fringe in Britishational development_ondon:
Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd., p. 7



1.2.2 Benedict Anderson and I magined Communities

Benedict Anderson with higmagined Communitiesepresents the second pillar of the
theoretical background. His book of the same namag published in 1983 for the first time
and, after the collapse of the communist regim&989, it re-appeared in a revised edition in
1991. Similarly to Michael Hechter, Anderson’s véeare based on Marxist principles. He, as
well as Hechter, dutifully explores history in orde seek explanations for his paradigm. His
historical analysis, however, is broader than Hexktand, as | would argue, it is more
imaginative, connecting together various phenomén&ndersons’s view, nationalism and
identity seeking (or, as he names ination-nes}y are of cultural origin. He explores the
process of forming cultural awareness and goes tmathe 18' century where - according to
B. Anderson - the beginnings of contemporary naiiistic movements are observable. What
was crucial was the fact that many complex hisabriorces were merging and “distilling”
and, in our days, they seem to be somehow “modualad’ are able to be re-transplanted and
used agaifi.Thus, the phenomenon of nation-building and nafi@mwareness is a product of
the past two or three centuries rather than cooscistep-by-step planned advancement of
present-day societies. Next to this, communitiage tobe imagined because of the simple
fact that the members of such a community cannoiwkaach other personally. Hence, it
could be said that it is practically the natiomaligself what helps to create distinct societies
(in this respect, the notion is close to Ernestirigels theory of nationalism). Because of the
historical reasons, the community is imagined hafimited and assovereig® Anderson
underlines the significance of printing, the mdeelink with capitalism — he coined the term
print-capitalism The emerging markets of cheap books helped Hgttorfoster the usage of
national languages but also to create a large mati@adership which could be involved in
nation-building. Naturally, the technical progrelssilitated communication both among
members of one community and among communitiesiels. 4 ater on, the author examines
the role of so-calledreole pioneersi.e. Europeans who settled in the Americas. Thag a
strong connection between the successful natidoalation movements (together with such
achievements as republican institutions, populaegagnty and national flags or anthems) in
that geographical area with the rise of nationalismEurope’® Moreover, what was

happening on the other side of the Atlantic seraeda blueprint which could be easily

8 Anderson, Benedict, 199limagined Communitie/erso, p. 4
° Anderson, Benedict, 199limagined Communitie§/erso, p. 6,7
19 Anderson, Benedict, 199lmagined Communitie¥/erso, p. 67
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employed precisely on the Old Continent. During ##88 century, the official nationalism
arose in Europe, encouraged by the upper echefaxiety.

Is the present-day Cornish society, with its “oadlistic” struggle animagined
communit? Could the cultural heritage of Cornwall be peredias somethingonstructe@
In fact, when discussing this problem, it is useéfupoint out to the long dispute between two
groups of experts on nationalism — the construstBvand the essentialists. The former ones,
as the term suggests, see the nation as a coestrentity with differing degrees of intent.
The latter ones, on the other hand, believe thah san abstract explanation does not
correspond to reality — there were (and are) deequied cultural, economic and social
reasons which determined the future (not only [@ali} development of a nation. As a result,
a nation cannot be something abstract, construaméedimagined. Rather, it is a real physic

entity - its motives and formation could well baded back into history and researched.

1.2.3 Miroslav Hroch and three phases of nation-building

Miroslav Hroch, a Czech-born scholar, who has lmrmoted to the study of national revival
and its sources for more than thirty years, ispaagentative of the latter group within that
academic debate. He opposes the idea that a neti@n mere invention or a cultural
construct:* Very recently, in 2009, Miroslav Hroch has writtan excellent summary of not
only the broad range of academic approaches tonatidnalism but also of various aspects
which lie behind the real nationalismNarody nejsou dilem ndhodMations are not products
of chancé?). Albeit this book is rather a synthesis of a# findings, Hroch clearly states that
there must always be particular political, sociadl @ultural conditions if the nation-building
process should be successful. He claimed as eady the end of the 1960s that a nation was
determined, at the first place, by the relation@agnits members (rather than by abstract
“characteristics”) and that those relations wergually substitutive. In other words, what
was calleda nationwas a group of people characterised by a combimati diverse linkages
and relations (linguistic, historical, territorimconomic, religious, political and others) while

the absence of some of those linkages does nadsxthe existence of that natibhUnlike

" Hroch, Miroslav, 2009Narody nejsou dilem nahodyraha: Sociologické nakladatelstvi, p. 8
12 My preliminary translation
13 Hroch, Miroslav, 2009Narody nejsou dilem nahodgraha: Sociologické nakladatelstvi, p. 24
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most of contemporary experts on nationalism (sogists, historians, political scientists and
others), Hroch takes a stand against the almostpoes@nt notion that nationalism itself is,
ex definitione a negative and backward issieHe advocates the neutral observation and
research which could help us understand why ainegr@up of nationalist movements has
succeeded while another group has not.

The author explains his theory in a book calledhe National Interest. Demands and
Goals of European National Movements of the NimgteeCentury: A Comparative
Perspective® In his view, a nation is not the “eternal categay it was perceived during the
national liberation movement. It is rather a resila long and complicated process. A big
social group was gradually formed and its membegsewtied one to another by a shared
sense of belonging. Only some of those ties (uguh# very old ones) were of primordial
type. Hroch claims that three features were of meggortance - a higher level of intense
communication (1), a certain form of a collectivemory (2) and equality of all members
within the group (3)° Therefore, Hroch does not agree with Ernest Gérgtandpoint that
it was the nationalism itself what created natignsother words, nations would not exist
without nationalism) because, as Hroch contendsgreeot able to describe how that process
actually worked.

According to M. Hroch, there were two key periodsew the national identity and
national movement were evolving — the Middle Aged the early modern times. He focuses
on the latter period and divides the process abndiuilding into three phases. The first one,
phase A, is a scholarly one. It is only the updasses who are interested in the revival —
mostly the educated enthusiasts, professors,saimgt scholars. They study national language
and history in order to find facts which would sopptheir claim for national distinctiveness.

During this phase the final political demand does lmave to be exactly proclaimed because

1t is important to note that M. Hroch is well awasf the problematic usage of the temationalism To this
day there has not been any agreement on cleaiitttefiof it. Moreover, the term is understood unaiyin
various languages — while in the Anglo-Saxon areh€&h areas the term is virtually a synonym for antxy, in
German and in most Slavic languages it is connesittdethnic, linguistic and historical charactéds. In view
of this, Hroch suggests thaational identitywould be a more neutral term thaationalism Nevertheless, he
continues in using the termationalism too, because of its wide use. He also pointgtmaitthe worchation has
a totally different history of usage thaationalism In fact, the wordation started to be widely used only after
WWII. The vagueness is fostered by unprofessiomainjalists and broadcasters who use the term eveaori-
corresponding situations. This only helps to makis £xpression sensational. Last but not lepatriotism
should not be forgotten because it could bringff@mdintiation to diverse types of national moversent

15 published in 1996 by the Faculty of Philosophyaf®¥s University in Prague; it is a translation @gbin
Casshing) of the original versioW narodnim zajmu: pozadavky a cile evropskych ndobd hnuti
devatenactého stoleti v komparativni perspéktiich was published, naturally, in Czech

16 Hroch, Miroslav, 1996In the National Interest. Demands and Goals of pean National Movements of
the Nineteenth Century: A Comparative Perspectrague: Faculty of Philosophy, Charles University8
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this could advance in later stages. Phase B corftes the phase A and it is associated
primarily with agitation when the scholars are pading common people that the campaign
(and maybe even fight) for own nation pays offisltrucial to win the confidence of upper-
middle social strata represented by teachers, yleiyvnsmen, small entrepreneurs or
administrative officials. This phase could be fertllivided into two stages. In the first sub-
phase, this agitation has almost no effect (becatiagange of reasons) whilst, simply, in the
second sub-phase this campaign proves itself tsuiseessful among the majority of the
aforementioned strata. Hence, the phase B is dk$plseminal within all three phases.
However, the occurrence of this phase is not setfemt. Phase C could be compared to a
mass movement where the overwhelming majority @utettion identifies itself with the idea
of own distinct nation. The end of the nationafimvement comes when a certain level of
political autonomy is achieved, be it a mere autoyor full independenc¥.

Hroch uses the termathnic group(or non-dominant ethnic grogQpfor a group of
people sharing common history, language and culiutenithout political autonomy. In the
19" century there were more than 30 non-dominant etgnbups within the multi-ethnic
states in Europe. These groups were very dissimitamme of them could build on the rests of
their former statehood (mostly going back to medievimes), others could not.
Notwithstanding, the main burden of the whole pssceested on living individuals with their
efforts and restraints. Moreover, the movementsewat homogenous; instead, they were
altering as time moved on.

Hroch also dedicates his interestregional identitywhich he distinguishes fromocal
identity (this one is much older and subjective) - regiadahtity, on the other hand, was
objective and connected to a particular greateroregsuch as e.g. Cornwall, Wales or
Scotland). Nevertheless, the movement for fostettiegsense of regional identity, which was
backed chiefly by the regional elites, was notradtithreat to the national movement — it was
rather a complement to'it.Hroch also states it was not important whethepihygulation of a
certain region was homogenous or not — it was sirapho significance both to elites and to
common peopl€ (at least this was true as long as the inhabitarie expressing their
willingness to respect local traditions and habitdaving said this , it seems logical that

Hroch presumes thategional patriotism in some measure, was taking into account its

" Hroch, Miroslav, 1996in the National Interest. Demands and Goals of [pean National Movements of
the Nineteenth Century: A Comparative Perspectrague: Faculty of Philosophy, Charles University8

8 Hroch, Miroslav, 1996in the National Interest. Demands and Goals of [pean National Movements of
the Nineteenth Century: A Comparative Perspectrague: Faculty of Philosophy, Charles Univergity23,24
¥ Hroch, Miroslav, 1996in the National Interest. Demands and Goals of [pean National Movements of
the Nineteenth Century: A Comparative Perspectrague: Faculty of Philosophy, Charles Univergty31
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geographical position too — it was a peripheryleaist in certain cases. Concerning the
guestion of language, Hroch does not draw any adimteline between the fight for separate
language and the formation of a nation. This idhlyignteresting in our case of Cornwall.
What Hroch contends is that there cannot be obdeamg causal linkages between the fight
for language and national movement — for exampl®&arway, Ireland, Scotland, Greece and
Serbia the distinct language did not fulfil any ¢tian. Besides that, the medieval literary
language in areas such as Ireland, Wales and Nomady- by the second half of the™9
century — already vanishéy.

I will apply Miroslav Hroch’s propositions to thase of Cornwall and will come back
to it in the concluding chapter where all threeoties (internal colonialism, imagined
communities and Hroch’s essentialist approach)beilbummarised in relation to Cornwall.

1.3 Literature Survey

It should be referred here that the body of litematon Cornish is comparatively scarce,
especially when contrasted to literature dealinthwWales, Scotland or Ireland. This fact
makes the research rather difficult. A range ofksoand articles was written by enthusiasts
(both academic and non-academic) and many of thawe lbeen used for this thesis.
Inevitably, a number of primary sources were em@ihytoo, especially periodicals and
newspapers from the 1980s and 1990s dealing maititythe struggle of Cornish fishermen
with the severe limitations imposed on them from dlutside. Other relevant material, such as
official publications of local administrative bodidtypically the Cornwall County Council)

was also discussed.

Concerning the history of Cornwalludor Cornwall (1969) by A. L. Rowse provides a
picture of society at that time. Albeit it is prinig a historical work, it offers an insight into
the life of Cornishmen during the Elizabethan érae chapter nameBortrait of a Society

was of particular significance for this thesis. Né&x this, A. L. Rowse remains one of the

most distinctive Cornish scholars of thé"a@ntury.

2 Hroch, Miroslav, 1996in the National Interest. Demands and Goals of pean National Movements of
the Nineteenth Century: A Comparative PerspectRrague: Faculty of Philosophy, Charles Univergity65,
66
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Cornwall: A History(2004) andA Vision of Cornwall(2002) are other two examples
of an erudite summary of Cornish history. For tinesis, however, | drew inspiration only
from the second one. The author, Philip Paytora @olific and respected scholar. He has
written many articles and books about Cornwall,r@dr people, society and language. Other
monographs by this author include, among othengs, making of modern Cornwall: historical
experience and the persistence of “differencg@992) which, albeit published at the
beginnings of the 1990s, already discusses thdiqoes regionalism and devolution, centre-
core relations and it challenges the idea thatUthited Kingdom was a supreme example of a
unitary state. P. Payton shows that the “differérméeCornwall cannot be perceived without
the knowledge of her distinctive historical devetemt. His bookCornwall (1996) is
somewhat general yet very valuable for gatheriniprination at the beginning of the
research, whil&€ornwall Since the Waf1993) addresses the development since WWHé
Cornish Oversea$l999) andMaking Moonta: The Invention of Australia’s Littornwall
(2007) illustrate a special part of Cornish histeryhe so-called Great Emigration and its
consequences. The former book analyses the phewonoéiCornishmen’s emigration on the
whole, the latter one concentrates on the Austrat@mmunity formed by Cornish
expatriates, known as “Cousin Jacks.” One of Pagtdatest works isA. L. Rowse and
Cornwall: a paradoxical patrio{2005) which mirrors the aforementioned statembat A.

L. Rowse is deemed as one of the most influenitgalrés of Cornwall within the recent
couple of decades.

Dr Bernard Deacon who, next to Philip Payton, isnamber of the Institute of
Cornish Studies at University of Exeter contribyteelsides other publications, to the study of
Cornish history withCornwall. A Concise History2007). This writing, produced by expert
on Cornish history, offers a chronological elucidiatof Cornish sequence of events. Well
written, highly readable and useful, it covers pleeiod until 2005.

Mark Stoyle in hisWest Britons: Cornish Identities and the Early Mod®ritish
State (2002) offers a rare examination of the seriegetiellions between 1497 and 1648
together with their impact on present-day Cornglfijgerception.

Ella Westland, as an editor Glornwall. The cultural Construction of Plag&997),
reflects the formation of the identity of Cornwalh this volume of essays the concept of

constructing the identity is applied to Cornwalingsa range of views.

There have also been a couple of books concergratmthe theoretical conceptions of

centre-periphery struggle and internal colonialeam, subsequently, on the process of nation-
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building. The former question is reflectedlimiernal Colonialism: the Celtic fringe in British
national developmentl975) by Michael Hechter and the latter one isk&drout in the
monographs of Miroslav Hroch. Nationalism and regioconsciousness seen as socially and
culturally constructed are presented in Benedictlegkson simagined Communitied have

analysed their theories in the methodology ch&pter.

Another significant branch of material consistspogces on Cornish language, its decline,
revival and subsequent development. Among the witest are A. S. D. Smith"Bhe Story of
the Cornish Language. Its Extinction and Reviid#47),Lessons in Spoken Cornigh931),
andCornish Simplified1939). Whilst the first one brings an interestingight into how was
the language perceived at the end of the 1940stk®r two volumes would find their readers
among those who are willing to learn Cornish.

Frederick W. P. JagoBhe Ancient Language and the Dialect of Cornwa882) is
also a valuable source of data, not only becaugbkeofear of publication. As for the newer
works, The Cornish Language and its Literatu(@974) andThe Story of the Cornish
Language(1998) by P. Berresfold Ellis are especially reldgvd.B. Ellis, one of the most
cited authors when regarding the Cornish languagsuah, together with S. M. Ghobhainn,
has also written up a special title dealing witl tjuestion of language revivalhe Problem
of Language Revivgll971)%

Ray Edwards is author of a Cornish textbook whi@salso used outside the United
Kingdom as a helpful tool for interested autodida@t was also translated into Czech and
published in Brno in 1999 by one of the bards ef@ornish Gorsedd). Another expert on the
language and language textbooks, Richard Gendall gks0 the author of one of the versions
of Cornish languadd) has published, among othek&rnewek BeviLiving Cornish) in 1971.
These works, however, are mentioned here rathardenonstration of the effort which has
been made to promote the study of Cornish. Theywet of high pertinence to the problem
in this thesis though.

It should be noted here that what was sometimeedc&ornish was also the
distinctive dialect of English language which wasd to some extent still is) spoken in the

westernmost part of England. Pol Hodge discusdesptioblem inThe Cornish dialect and

L please see above.

22| have not consulted this book while writing ttigsis though.

Z Currently, there are several versions of the wffiaritten form of the language which are virtyatiompeting
amongst themselves. | shall come to this later.
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the Cornish Languag€l997). This ambiguity of the term is slightly dosing and | shall
come to it later.

A wide range of works analyses the question of Gbrplace namedoad-names in
Cornwall (1997) by Rod Lyon and Graham Sanderc#dlkce-names in Cornwa(lL996) by
Ken George, Pol Hodge, Julyan Holmes and Grahande®amck,House-names in Cornish
(1997) by Graham Sandercockpe Formation of Cornish Place Nam@®96) by Graham
Sandercock and Wella Brow@ne Thousand Place Names of CornvisllEdwin Chirgwin
or Cornish Nameq2001) by Pol Hodge. Oliver Padel took speciakliest in analysing
Cornish place-names, todA-Popular Dictionary of Cornish Place-Namgk988). Similarly
to the language manuals, these titles are listesl toemanifest how many attempts have been
carried out in order to maintain the language thia case via the knowledge and etymology

of Cornish place-names.

Concerning the political and partisan developmantCornwall, there is a title which covers
the formation and maturing of Mebyon Kernow, themsgest local political party Mebyon
Kernow and Cornish Nationalis2003) by Bernard Deacon, Dick Cole and Garry ithgg.
While Garry Tregidga and Bernard Deacon are memdketise Institute of Cornish Studies,
Dick Cole is a leader of Mebyon Kernow. Thus, thigolication provides us with inside and
first-hand information on MK.

When writing about Cornwall, the process of deviolutcannot be neglected. The
number of monographs and articles dealing with tityoéc is growing quite rapidly and | have
found interesting especially these volumd3evolution in the United Kingdorf2001) and
The British Constitution the Twentieth Centur§2004) by Vernon Bogdanor which remain
one of the seminal texts on devolutidrhe Cultural Roots of British Devolutiq2004) by
Michael Gardiner exploring the relation between lismgess, Britishness and the reasons for
devolution, Devolution in Britain today(2002) by Colin Pilkington, andevolution and
Identity (2006) by John Wilson and Karyn Stapleton whichaiscollection of papers

discussing the consequences of devolution in thé UK

24 There were some titles dealing with the distinctess of Cornwall, however, which were (and stil)dreing
considered as somewhat pioneering. One of the@orawall: The Hidden Land1965) by Richard and Ann
Jenkin, the other could Behe Celtic Background of Kernof@971) by James Whetter atbrnwall (1947) by
Peggy Pollard. These monographs, however, haveesst consulted when writing this thesis.
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One of the last chapters in my thesis outlines riélation between the upsurge of local
identities (in the UK this is happening typicallyittin the Celtic Fringe) and the future
evolvement of Britishness as such. In recent timeange of titles attempted to address this
fundamental topic. Since the question is so commexd deep-rooted, the concept of
Englishness (and, subsequently,Erfglandas aplace or homg could not be omitted here.
For my purpose | have consulted a number monogréghénstity of England2004) by Robert
Colls is one of the most insightful and well writteolumes on the identity of England and
Englishmen. It explores the past events of England their influence on present-day
regional/national cultureNational Identities. The Constitution of the Unit€éshgdom(1991)

by Bernard Crick (ed) is a collection of papersdssing the role of autonomy and identities;
it does include other areas than the UK thouBhtishness. Perspective on the British
Question(2009) by Andrew Gamble and Tony Wright (eds) isiearhat similar in type to the
previously mentioned title — both of them were edpished by the Political Quarterly. The
Gamble and Wright's volume, however, is more updte.The Abolition of Britain. From
Winston Churchill to Princess Dian@008) by Peter Hitchens represents one of thepehkar
yet incredibly accurate explorations on the dedberdismantling of Good Old Britaiff.he
Making of English National Identitf2003) by Krishan Kumar is an extensive and
comprehensive treatise on English identity. Thedhapter deals with the England vs. Britain
struggle in a great breadtihe Day Britain Died1999) by Andrew Marr is in nature not
dissimilar to the piece written by Peter Hitchenis pays attention to the finest details which
appeared in British society during the last cougblgears.The English. A Portrait of a People
(2000) by Jeremy Paxman (in Czech translatiom@glicané: portrét narodapublished in
2006) provides us with a virtual tour about the rekteristic features of English psyche.
Albeit this volume does not belong to the rank wfhly academic monographs, it brightly
illuminates a range of aspects which are usuatlgém between the line€eltic Identity and
the British Imagg1999) by Murray Pittock, to the contrary, is angyehensive study of the
Celtic phenomenon within BritaifNationhood & ldentity. The British State Since 1800
(2002) by David Powell takes rather historical pergive. England: An Elegy(2006) by
Roger Scruton could be, again, seen as a mourriagoholar over the vanishing traditions,
honesty and all the memorable elements associatbdEngland. Since Roger Scruton is a
brilliant thinker and philosopher, his work offesne of the most sophistically yet
imaginatively written books on English identitys ithreats, challenges and possible future.
Our Times. The Age of Elizabeth (RO08) by A. N. Wilson is one of the latest hige
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covering the second half of the"™@entury in Britain, reflecting the changes of emwiy,
political scene and society.

When writing about Cornwall, Daphne du Maurier'arkvought not to be forgotten.
For this purpose here, | have fouddnishing Cornwal(1981) very useful. It is a sensitive
personal testament of how this region has changedglrecent decades. The author, too,
follows characteristic features of this region axdmines what stands behind them. Albeit du
Maurier’s titles are virtually fictional, their mlance in relation to Cornwall has outweighed

their style (so that is why | have opted to ligrthhere).

The Institute of Cornish Studies at University ofeer has been mentioned several times in
previous paragraphs. The reason for this is itshmappreciated scholarship in issues related
to Cornwall. The members of the Institute speagatist only in the study of Cornish language
but also in Cornwall’s history, politics, cultureda conservatioR> Next to many other
publications the ICS releases an annual revieve@@lbrnish Studi€§ which has become a

significant source of articles on various topigslgises and surveys.

To make this section complete, it should be dedlahat a number of websites have been
consulted, above all in cases where up-to-datenmdton was needed or where the primary
or secondary literature was not availafile.

% | shall discuss the role of the ICS in detail lata.

2 http://www.exeter.ac.uk/cornwall/academic_departisiaiss/ics/ics_publications.shtml

27 Naturally, websites are not considered as liteeatn this strict meaning, however, | have incogted the
reference in here so that all the sources couleblsdy overviewed.
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2. Cornwall as a Distinctive Region within England

The following paragraphs are concerned with soméveltaeptional position of Cornwall
both within England and the United Kingdom from tpeographical, cultural and historical
perspective. This sense of uniqueness is fundammerdatermining what is Cornwall and by
which characteristics it is defined.

The physical remoteness of Cornwall (in old Lafiarnubig is presumably the first aspect
which comes to one’s mind when considering heruskdty.! Indeed, it is considered by
some scholars and enthusiasts as the most impéetntre of Cornish identity. This region,
which is only slightly larger than Luxemboufrdgs washed by the Atlantic Ocean to the north
and to the west and by the English Channel to tths The only mainland neighbour is
Devon to the east (the border is formed by the RNaenar which has a notable cultural and
political impact). Cornwall is, thus, the westerrsnpart of the South West region of England
which entails both symbolic and practical implicats. Cornwall seems to be too far away
from London and even from Bristol (and, to a certaxtent, from Brussels). No other county
within the United Kingdom has such a distinct lomat (with the exception of the Scottish
Islands). The Isles of Scilly, a small archipeldgahe west off the Land’s End, have also
been considered a part of Cornwall, albeit theyehamaintained their own unitary authority.
According to the estimates for 2008, the whole ¢p(ne. including the Isles of Scilly) had
more than 532,000 inhabitarftdhe administrative locus is Truro, located appmadely in
the centre of the county, with some 20,000 inhatstand 24 members in its City Courtcit.

is also one of the cultural and economic hubs efrégion.

The geographical location of Cornwall is, aboveltaghly strategically relevant and it
was already acknowledged by the medieval rulers twbk care to raise fortifications in ports

and naval bases across Cornwall (such as Henrys\itder to build the Pendennis Castle in

! Please see the maps in the enclosure.

2 payton, Philip, 20024 Vision of Cornwall Alexander Associates, p. 8

% Thomas, Alys, 1994. “Cornwall’'s Territorial DileramEuropean Region orWestcountry Sub-region?,”
Cornish Studies: Twa@. 138, 139

* http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=22834
> http://www.truro.gov.uk/The-Council.aspx
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Falmouth). The most important ports have been 1 t@x¥almouth - Penzance, St. Ives,
Newquay, Newlyn and, naturally, Plymouth (albeirRbuth is usually not considered to be a
truly Cornish city), not to mention many other smaller portsnaglothe coast. All this
contributed to rich maritime trade which had beHaciing the Cornish society by bringing in
money and fresh news from the outside. Surely,abniiee sources of income has always been

fishery (with its centre in Newlyn).

When considering Cornish history there are a cogplboth mythical and factual features
which deserve to be mentioned. The fight betweea @elts and Anglo-Saxons is
undoubtedly one of those. The Celtic peoples starteading the British Isles at the end of
the second millennium BC and it happened in thrages, with the Brythonic tribes (which
then settled in Cornwall) arriving between th& d@nd &' century AD® After the Roman
Conquest in 43 AD (and during the ongoing Romaniastnation over the British Isles), the
Celtic culture coexisted virtually peacefully witthe Latin civilization. This changed,
however, after the Saxons seized England in thensl ' centuries AD. Celtic peoples were
not strong enough to face the rough colonizatiothef Anglo-Saxons and, as a result, they
withdrew to areas which are nowadays known undeteaimCeltic Fringe Nevertheless, the
severe fights remained preserved within the mythise-King Arthur and his battles against
the Saxons as well as the romance of Tristan andtl$Jp to this day, these legends are seen

as undoubtedly Celtic and, more specifically, Csinni

The inhabitants of what is now Cornwall and Deestablished a kingdom called
Dummonia’ Its eastern border was difficult to defend andsttin 936 AD in a fearful battle
the king of Wessex, Athelstan, pushed the Celt& bathe west of the River Tamar. From
then on, the river has served as a sharp dividedset the Celtic and non-Celtic world.
Meanwhile, Christian missionaries from lIreland asldewhere had settled down in the
western land and the village of St. Germans beaatvishopric in 429 AD? Christianity has

been keeping strong positions in Cornwall everesinc

® Honzak, F., Reenka, M., Stellner, F., ¥kova, J., 2001Evropa v prordnach staletiPraha: Libri, p. 121
" Ellis, Peter Berresfold, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languade®r Mark Press, p. 4

® Deacon, Bernard, 200Cornwall. A Concise HistoryCardiff: University of Wales Press, pp. 4,5

° Ellis, Peter Berresfold, 1998he Story of the Cornish Language®r Mark Press, p. 5,7

19°Ellis, Peter Berresfold, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languag®r Mark Press, p. 6,7
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During the Middle Ages one of the most significavents was the founding of the
Duchy of Cornwall in 1337. This unit (together withe Duchy of Lancaster) sustained a
range of privileges and the Duke of Cornwall rubiel factoas a semi-sovereidn.In the
meantime, mining became the most significant soafogealth for Cornwall and soon there
appeared a need of a judicial and legal body whichld administer the rights of the miners.
In 1201 the King signed the first Stannary Chared, thenceforwards, the Stannary
Parliament and Stannary Courts functioned as intbg# institutions within Cornwall where
the exclusive legal system gradually develoffetihis helped Cornishmen to acknowledge

their distinctiveness and, as we shall see latbgs sequels to these days.

However, the differences between Cornwall and lbonddeepened and they
manifested themselves in two revolts. In 1497, phetext was Henry VII's order which
obliged Cornishmen to pay higher taxes so thatKhmgy could finance wars against the
Scottish. In spite of the fact that they had beefeaed, Cornishmen rose up again in 1549.
Although they besieged Exeter, the Celts lost affeduring the Civil War Cornwall took the
Royalists” part regardless of the strong rootedrm#s€atholicism within the region. By
general consent, the Tudor and Stuart eras wehnebfpertinence when building up Cornish
identity**

As mentioned above, tin and copper mining weratofost importance for the region.
The tradition of mining in Cornwall is more thargleieen hundreds years old. Mines across
Cornwall provided employment for thousands of mEms development was fostered by the
Industrial Revolution when the demand for metatgeased rapidly, such as the demand for
copper ore from Bristol and BirminghamAs technology spread, Cornish economy virtually
became one of the first ones in the world to beistdalized*® Notwithstanding, the problem
in the case of Cornwall was the fact that the inghiszation was overspecialized and
incompleté’ and, thus, unable to react to changing conditionsthe world markets.

Therefore, during the iBcentury, the heyday of mining was over and econasituation

" payton, Philip, 2002 Vision of Cornwall Alexander Associates, pp. 71-74

The Principality of Wales was established in 13Ddday, the Heir to the Throne of England holds hbthtitle
of the Prince of Wales as well as of the Duke off@all.

2 payton, Philip, 20024 Vision of Cornwall Alexander Associates, pp. 71-74

Y Payton, Philip, 2002 Vision of Cornwall Alexander Associates, pp. 71-74

" See Stoyle, Mark, 200Zornish Identities: West Britons and the Early Mod®&ritish State University of
Exeter Press

15 Deacon, Bernard, 200Zornwall. A Concise HistoryCardiff: University of Wales Press, p. 104

18 payton, Philip, 1996Cornwall. Alexander Associates, p. 198

" payton, Philip, 1996Cornwall. Alexander Associates, p. 229
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worsened. The so-called “Great Emigration” era begs soon as the first miners quit their
motherland and continued until WWI. More than ohiedt of Cornish population left. Many
families ended up in Wisconsin (Mineral Point), Ntex City (Real del Monte) and Canada
(Lake Huron). The discovery of gold in Australiada@alifornia encouraged many more
miners to leave Cornwall. These “Cousin Jacks”thesy were known outside the United
Kingdom, have founded many settlements around kblgegand the Cornish heritage is still
visible there® The “Great Emigration” has become a part of Cdrhistorical awareness and
narratives. The period stretching from the endhef 19" century till the end of WWII is
sometimes called “the Great Paralysisbecause the inhibition of Cornwall’'s economic
growth affected even the generations which were ladrthe beginning of the $Ccentury.
The enormous number of people who abandoned Cdrnveavever, was caused by another
event also. There was a severe crop failure oftpesain 1845/46. Nevertheless, much less

attention was paid to famine in Cornwall in compani with the Great Famine in Irelaffd.

Despite those countless unhappy turning pointinguhe 18" century the Cornish
stepwise started appreciating their heritage aglie Revival, lead by Henry Jenner and
Robert Morton Nance, as well as the role of cultarel symbols will be examined in

following chapters.

18 payton, Philip, 1996Cornwall. Alexander Associates, pp. 236-238

19 payton, Philip, 1996Cornwall. Alexander Associates, p. 248

2 payton, Philip, 1996Cornwall. Alexander Associates, pp. 227

This is, according to Professor Payton, a proghistoriographical invisibility* of Cornwall (p. 22 ibid.)
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3. Cornish Language. Its Development and Roots of the Revival

This section follows the evolvement of the Cornimhguage from its beginnings to present-
day conditions. Prior to this, there is a briefufea on language policy which offers a couple

of theoretical approaches and terms related taukzape policy.

3.1 Language Policy. Some Theor etical Frameworks

One of the results of Ernest Renan’s statemenndtain is a day-to-day plebiscite (which he
made during his speech at Sorbonne in 1882) mahdegradually evolvethnguage policy
which could be defined as a part of sociolingusstice. a branch of linguistics studying the
relation between the language and society. Thesfo€this concept lies in  management and
daily practice of language use. What is the conoedbetween a nation and its language?
Since the ternethnic minoritiesis considered somewhat biased (or even offensodgy,
minorities are referring to themselvesliamguistic minorities The latter term does not bear
any negative associations and, therefore, it stseshe cultural level rather than the
nationalistic one. It is more acceptable for théamity of involved individuals: For instance,
the Basques and the Bretons (as well as the Mamidksthe Samis, in this respect) are
stressing their cultural distinctiveness, spedifjctheir language distinctiveness, instead of
different ethnic origin. Hence, it could be saidtthn the prevailing number of ethnic
minorities, language has always been the most feignt factor that was defining the
minority (or nation) as such. Therefore, a spewah —philological nationalism- has been

coined?

! This chapter is based mainly on the recently eewergook Jazyk a identita etnickych mensin. MoZnosti
zachovani a revitalizacéThe language and identity of ethnic minorities.s&tbilities of preservation and
revitalisation /my preliminary translation/) by L®&&atava published in 2009 in Prague. He is a Gzeah
expert on national minorities, bilingualism andtba revitalisation of lesser-used languages.

2 Satava, Leos, 2009azyk a identita etnickych mensin. MoZnosti zachioa&evitalizacep. 37
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During the last decades the role of minority (ocdl) languages has increased.
Furthermore, such an upsurge of regional languagetosely linked to politics. In most
cases, the stress put on local languages goesraadd with political decentralisation. The

use of a given language is a factor of power steuggthin a certain level (international,

national and regional), hence, it mirrors the sjterof particular region and its inhabitafits.

Language policy itself, from the general linguspoint of view, comprises of
language practiceqthe individual’s choice of language varietielghguage planningor
managemen(specific efforts to maintain a certain languageiety and the forms of such a
maintaining; it could be divided intoorpus planningand status planning and language

beliefs®

Next to this main division, there is a range ofrenor less related terms which concern
the everyday use of a given languadgnguage purismlinguistic ecology(a study of
interaction between the language and its enviromynkmguage loyaltylanguage diffusion

or language imperialism

There are a couple of relevant concepts, howevaichwcould be well observed
within the region of Cornwall, such as tlamguage shifandlanguage marketinglrhe former
one, in a general sense, is a description of agggwhen children discontinue speaking the
language of their parents. This could happen ei#ttesnce or gradually. Nevertheless, the
result is a dying-out language. As a reaction tthsaphenomenon, the linguists introduced a
plan that systematically elaborates which meassiesl|d be established in order to provoke
both the need and love for certain language amagmlmers of the youngest generation. Such
a policy was entitledeversing language shifRLS.® The latter term covers a practice when
the language is deliberately used for marketingppses, be it within the field of tourism,
culture heritage maintenance or regional brandwagurally, such a practice is observable in

Cornwall, too, and I shall come to it in the follmg chapters.

Code-switchingon the other hand, is not common among Cornishimeeause of two

main reasons. Since code-switching means basicaikyng of two languages during an

% Hnizdo, Bdivoj, 2004. “K Uloze jazyk v sowasné mezinarodni politicePolitologickycasopis Vol.11, No.1,
Masaryk University, p. 72

* Satava, Leos, 2009azyk a identita etnickych mensin. MoZnosti zachioaevitalizacep. 116

® Spolsky, Bernard, 2004.anguage Policy Cambridge University Press, p. 5; Spolsky’s b@lanother
influential source which helped me to put the a@fs€ornish into the framework of language policy.

® Satava, Leos, 2009azyk a identita etnickych mensin. MoZnosti zachioadevitalizacep. 42

24



individual’s speech, one of the conditions is that speakers within a given community are
able to use both languages at high level. Thisisausly not the case in Cornwall where the
Cornish language is still considered to be somewhi#icial. The second condition is that
both languages are widely used in everyday commatiort. Again, this is not happening in
Cornwall at all. The Cornishmen’s attitude towdrd €Cornish language cannot be described
by Sunday ethnicifyeither because ethnicity as such is not, in thegeg meaning, disputed
among CornishmenLanguage attitude language choiceand language maintenante
probably do not need any detailed explanation &eg tould be applied to Cornwall in all
communication domains — at home, at work, at schalchurch, at public meetings and

elsewhere.

What is, on the contrary, applicable to the case of Colnwgathe Sapir-Whorf
hypothesis(SWH: “the structure of our language to some exterierd@nes the way we
perceive the world.” It is widely used by the advocates of bilinguafimho contend that
the knowledge of another language opens up “a where world”, i.e. the speaker can view
the country where the language is spoken with whffeeyes. This approach is actually very
similar to conviction of Jan Amos Komensky/John Am©@omenius, Czech humanist and

father of modern education.

To conclude this chapter, | will present Leo$ Satawypology of language revitalisation here

which takes into consideration the position of ldreguage on the cultural-political scafe:

. the cultural model only — e.g. Scottish Gaelic aottand (circa 60,000 speakers)

2. the cultural model with a trace of political impace.g. the Sami people, the Maori

. the cultural-political model — e.g. Wales (albdie trevitalising efforts were elitist at the
beginning, the policy won the confidence of locabple with a consequence of growing
number of speakers — according to 2001 censusg tivere more than 580,000 Welsh
speakers, i.e. 21% of 2,9 million inhabitants inlgga

. the political-cultural model — e.g. the Basque pepihe Gagauz people

" Satava, Leos, 2009azyk a identita etnickych mensin. MoZnosti zachioadevitalizacep. 78

8 Satava, Leos, 2009azyk a identita etnickych mensin. MoZnosti zachioaevitalizacep. 116

° Trask, Robert Lawrence, 199ey concepts in language and linguistitendon: Routledge, p.169; cited in
Donaldson, Andrew, 199%.inguistic Minorities in Rural Development: A CaStudy of the Cornish Language
and Cornwall Centre for Rural Economy, University of Newcadfigon Tyne, p. 9

19 One of the strongest advocates of bilingualisdoshua A. Fishman, ,the father of sociolinguistics*

1 Satava, Leos, 2009azyk a identita etnickych mensin. MoZnosti zachioadevitalizacep. 105-107
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This outline could help us to compare the situatib@ornish with other minor languages — is
the case of Cornwall closer to the second or tirel thodel? Or does it resemble even the
fourth one? | would argue the present-day strivi€ofnishmen to revive their language is
perhaps best portrayed by the second model. Howéweill try to find out the question

throughout the following analysis and | will steed explain the conclusion in the final

chapter.

3.2 Originsof Cornish. Comparison with Other Celtic L anguages

Cornish is a Celtic language. Today, there arerhain groups of living Celtic languagé&s:

(1) Brythonicgroup — comprises of Welsh, Breton and Cornish
(2) Goidelicgroup — comprises of Gaelic/ Irish, Scottish @aahd Manx®

Both groups have gradually developed from a prinabrgroto-Celtic language which was

spoken in areas inhabited by the Celtic peoples.

Celtic tribes presumably started to inhabit thétigr Isles between the6and &'
century BC. They supposedly originated from thresas: the environs of the Danube, the
region to the north of the Alps and, finally, GaBbme historians presume there had already
been two main streams of the Celtic tribes —@aeldGoidelsand theBrythongPrythoni

The name of the latter is apparent in today’s n&rtain.

Cornish had developed from the anciBngthonicor British language and by the time
of the Roman invasion in 43 AD this language wasidadly spoken in the whole then-
inhabited Britain** The coexistence of Celts and Romans together athsrrpeaceful. It was
rather a speciahodus vivendbetween the two when one culture was borrowingda/dnabits
and inventions from the other and vice versa. 8aoavorsened, however, with the invasion

of Saxons during the"5and &' centuries AD. Although these new settlers had dinbwa

12 several Celtic languages have already extinct) siscPictish or Lepontic. Therefore, the two maiougs of
Celtic languages (Brythonic and Goidelic) referyatal living Celtic languages which are still widelged today
13 price, Glanville, 2002ZEncyklopedie jazykEvropy Volvox Globator, p. 230

14 Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languager Mark Press, p. 4
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strong sense for institutions and a stable commustiticture, what had prevailed was their
rather harsh and fighting spirit (a character feaf German tribes even prior to Christian
era, confirmed by the Greek historian Tacitus af/ess in the 1 century AD)* The Celts
fell back to remote parts of the British Isles tbigh the ternCeltic Fringeis used nowadays
both within academic and general context. Soméheit searched asylum even further and
moved to a peninsula callédmorica Later on it started to be call&tittany, literally “little
Britain” (Bretagnein French):® This historical relationship remains importantthis day —
Cornishmen are closer to Bretons than to Englishreth culturally and linguistically. Both
groups emphasise they are Celtic, not English endtr respectively. Nowadays a wide array
of cultural cooperation takes place between Corhaat Brittany and the geographical
proximity only helps to foster the partnership. Qifiehe most visible examples of such a co-
operation is the twinning of towns and villages any Cornish municipalities have their
“twin” in Brittany. However, rich contacts were mé&iined also with the Belgae who settled
on the Continent, just opposite the British arcldge. As time moved on, Cornish gradually
developed into a distinct language and it had bmmken in the westernmost part of the

southern part of the British Isles.

It should be noted here that albeit the Celticytajon was not homogenous before
the Anglo-Saxons” invasion, its divide became muqgciicker and visible right after the
incursion. Thus, a part of Celts went to what isvrécotland and the other main subgroup
settled in what is now Walé§.Northern part of England was controlled by thegBrites,
another Celtic tribe. In the western part of wisahow England settled a gathering of Celts
and established a kingdom Dummonia Nevertheless, it split up because of the Saxons’
steady pressure. Therefore, the Celts backed adffetevesternmost part of the land which the
Saxons called “the land of the Cornish foreigner€ornu-wealhasThis is where Cornwall
is nowadays (the wordiealhasmeans “foreigner” — it is recognizable in the emtr word
Wales)'® In 936 the King Athelstan put an end to persisgniggles between the Celts and
the Saxons when he, as a winner of a battle, ¢otedithe River Tamar as a frontier between
his Kingdom of Wessex and “the rest to west of Tidnfige. present-day Cornwall). Since
then, the Cornishmen fell back behind the Tamarthay became known &8est Wealhaer

“Western foreigners”. This is why Cornwall usedlde marked on ancient maps as West

5 Morgan, Kenneth, O. et al., 1999¢jiny Britanie. Praha: Nakladatelstvi LN, p. 54

18 Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languager Mark Press, p. 4

" Honzéak, F.; P&enka, M.; Stellner, F.; \tkova, J., 2001Evropa v prordnach staletiPraha: Libri, p. 721
18 Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languager Mark Press, p. 5
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Wales'® Nonetheless, there is a lack of general agreenrettie etymology of Cornwall and

the aforementioned theory only represents one ofyffa

There should be made an important remark thougleitat is highly confusing, the term
“Cornish” is sometimes also used for the specifiorf of English spread to the furthest part
of south-west England. In order to prevent possitiunderstanding, the proper Cornish (i.e.

Celtic) language is being referred tokernewek a Cornish term for Cornish languade.

The occurrence of the Cornish dialect of Engligtswoticed by enthusiasts already at
the end of the 19 century. Two main branches of Cornish (i.e. Cdrriignglish) dialect
progressively emerged — West Cornish and East §loriNaturally, their vocabulary adopted
words from other dialects as the workers were np¥Wom and to Devon and other parts of
England. With the economic progress, however, theng were stepwise losing the ability to
speak fluently in the dialect as they either mot@dther regions of the UK (and elsewhere)
or considered the standard/received pronunciat®R) (as a more suitable one. Today,
Cornish dialect of English does not attract suctleap interest aKernewek(or Cornish
language) and mostly remains spoken among eldepl@&oNonethelessKernewekhas

significantly influenced the vocabulary of CornEhglish??

3.3 CornishintheMiddle Ages

Linguistically, the development of the Cornish laage is roughly divided into three periods.
First of them, the so-called Old Cornish, is datita from the ¥ century to the 1?2

9 Mach&kova, Leona. ,Cornwall a jeho jazyk. Peripetie Kdimy na pozadi star$i i ngsi historie* in
Souvislosti 2/2006

% Since the cited theory is accepted by the majarftgcholars (Ellis /1998/, Deacon /2007/, Mattuva
/2006/ and also the authors of the voluminous dopgedia of European regions and their names /Honza
Pe&ienka, Stellner, \tkova 2001/), | decided to quote it here, too.

%L Hodge, Pol, 1997The Cornish Dialect and the Cornish Langua@ernish Language Board, p. 2

%2 Hodge, Pol, 1997The Cornish Dialect and the Cornish Langua@ernish Language Board, p. 11

2 Viereck, Wolfgang; Viereck, Karin; Ramisch, Heiirj 2005 Encyklopedicky atlas anglického jazylRraha:
Nakladatelstvi LN, p. 105
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century®® One of the oldest surviving manuscripts in Corpigxt toOxoniensis Posterigiis
known asBodmin Gospeldt includes names of emancipated slaves from Bodtatimg back
to the 18" and the 11 centuries. The first coherent sentence in Cormiak preserved in a
story depicting the foundation of St Thomas ChuinhGlasney (Penryn) in 1268,
Vocabularium Cornicumstories about Tristan and Iseult or about thehiogt King Arthur
are also representing some of the oldest survimiriiien inheritance. Geoffrey of Monmouth,
living in the 12" century, mentioned in hidistoria Regum Britanniathe region of Cornwall

and also an unknown book written in Brythonic laage (possibly Cornish?j.

Middle Cornish, lasting roughly from the 2entury until the end of the &entury,
is being considered as the richest literary pewbdCornish. The language became more
sophisticated from the grammatical point of vievd @ine pronunciation sounded more softly.
The major part of literary pieces from this periwds poems or religious plays, frequently
performed across the DuchyThe first evidence of this language phase is etitm of a
poem about the parish of St Stephen-in-Braffi¢he most significant pieces, however, were
the Passion plays — the so-called mysteries. Ttesblof themQrdinalia, originating from
Glasney College in Penryn, a centre of medievaln{Shr scholarship, consists of three
separate parts ©rigo Mundi Passio Christiand Resurrection DominiThese plays were
meant to be interpreted as three-day long perfocemnn specially constructed open-air
amphitheatresp{en an gwarry- a place for playing). Another Passion playsRascon Agan
Arluth and Greans an By&’ However, the most common of these is undoubt8aiynans
Meriasek(The Life of St Meriasek /or Meriadoc/), the ordgmplete play about the saints
which survived intact within the British Isles. Th@ay is focused on the area around
Camborne and celebrates the life of St Meriasekseloult was worshipped in Cornwall and
in Brittany alike. Originally, he was the bishop \d&nnes in Brittany and later on, he was

involved in missionaries in Cornwall.

24 1t should be noted here that after the Norman @esgthe official language had become Norman French
Hence, English was, according to some scholarfjally a dying-out language at those times. Thegesaf
Norman French was given blessing by the Act ofilant in 1332. Several years before that, in 182bas
stated that only Latin or French could be used evisppeaking or writing publicly in Oxford. The siticn
changed only in 1349 when it was permitted to telanplish at schools. In 1362 the Members of Pagiaim
were allowed to discuss in English and, finally,1#13 English language became the official languzigihe
royal court.

Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languager Mark Press, p. 9, 10

% Price, Glanville, 2002Encyklopedie jazykEvropy Volvox Globator, p. 230, 231

% Maché&kova, Leona. ,Cornwall a jeho jazyk. Peripetie Kimy na pozadi starsi i ng$i historie* in
Souvislosti 2/2006

" Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languag®r Mark Press, p. 10

2 pPrice, Glanville, 2002Encyklopedie jazykEvropy Volvox Globator, p. 231

2 Price, Glanville, 2002Encyklopedie jazykEvropy Volvox Globator, p. 231
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3.4 Development of the Language from the 16™ to the 18" century

It was during the era of Reformation when the ctods of Cornish started to worsen
heavily. The Tudor state supported the spread ofeBtantism and the only period when
Catholics were not pursued was the reign of Maof England (1553-1558). We do not
know, however, very much about the state of napeakers prior to the reign of Henry VIII,
namely there is almost no data on the number oékene® Nevertheless, Andrew Borde
published hiBoke of the Introduction of Knowledgel542 where he stated : “In Cornwall is
two speches, the one is naughty Englysshe, andthiee is Cornysshe speche. And there be
many men and women the which cannot speake one eidEdglysshe but all Cornyssh#.”
Hence, we can be sure that the knowledge worseradadically after the House of Tudor
had taken the throne. The advent of the Churchrgfldhd helped to foster the Tudors’
policy. The Cornish rebellion of 1549 was partlyaarswer to the official regulation issued by
Edward VI in 1547 which ordered introducing the HEsigBook of Common Prayeanto
church service. Henry VIl commanded to close Gdgs@Bollege in Penryn; that step turned
up to be crucial in the latter decades. Reformatioh only weakened relations between
Cornwall and Brittany but it also prevented Cornlahguage to be used in all activities
connected with people’s belief. The fact that Gshrmien were forced to use the English Book
of Common Prayer (oftentimes regardless of thewmvadge of English) was perhaps the
most significant aspect of the declining Cornishglaage during those timé&s.Nobody
managed to translate the Bible into Cornish — #is& tvhich turned to be a success in Ireland
or in Wales® Those events step by step persuaded many Cornistimaé knowledge of
English could bring them some advantages afterUaijuestionably, one of them was the
possibility of understanding sermons, the other wasier communication with English
traders. As the trade exchange was increasing, ledge of English became highly useful. A
result of such a development was that a substamtimber of Cornwall’s inhabitants turned

into bilingual speakers.

%0 Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languag®r Mark Press, p. 10
3L Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languag®r Mark Press, p. 12
32 Price, Glanville, 2002Encyklopedie jazykEvropy Volvox Globator, p. 232

% Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languag®r Mark Press, p. 11
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Richard Carew, a brilliant scholar and a superingXde of gentlemen of Elizabethan
era®* in 1602 wrote a valuable summarisation of theestétCornwall and the Cornish at that
time calledSurvey of CornwallHe mentioned that the Cornish language was flyaspioken
only in the western part of the area. The estimamashber of speakers was about 22,000
around 1600 (while in its heyday, around the ye200] Cornish was the first language of
more than 38,000 people). A hundred years lateyrat 1700, the number fell to 5,000 and
fifty years later it was basically impossible totetenine the exact quantity of speakers
because there were very few of th&hilhis is to illustrate that the state of the Cdnnis
language worsened sharply during th& arnd 18' centuries. The Cornish language started to
die out and this phenomenon heavily influencedwag Cornish language is being perceived
up to now.

3.5 TheAgeof Decline

As mentioned above, the crucial period when thguage was being abandoned occurred
toward the end of the 7century. During the following century, fewer andwer
Cornishmen were able to fluently communicate inldregguage of their ancestors. The only
regions where the situation was somewhat milderevibe Lizard peninsula, the Penwith
peninsula and, naturally, Land’s End, mostly thaokeir geographically isolated position —
as the commercial and social intercourse was nmbeasive in eastern Cornwall (i.e. closer to
England), the native speakers were both pushegaltetl to the western parts of the region
(specifically to the westernmost peninsulas). Weeeaking about the decline of the Cornish
language, the last native speakers are often nmEutioThe most famous of them is,
undoubtedly, Mrs Dolly Pentreath, a wife of a fishan of Mousehole (on the western side of
Mount’s Bay), who died in 1777. Albeit Mrs Pentle&ias become somewhat iconic figure

when considering the sharp decline of native spsakeost linguist doubt she was indeed

% Rowse, A.L., 1969Tudor Cornwall. Portrait of a Societflacmillan, p. 421
% Price, Glanville, 2002Encyklopedie jazykEvropy Volvox Globator, p. 232
% See Jago (1882:13) or Price (2002:232)
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the last person to be able to speak Cornish flyehtladdition, the chronicles could not be
sure whether they had the right d3ta.

Although this late Cornish times came out to Wéadilt, there were enthusiasts who
tried to analyse the whole story. One of them wakiam Scawen who summarised the use
of Cornish in corresponding regions across Cornwalhis Antiquities Cornu-Britannick
published probably in 1688.Shortly afterwards, a very active group of menesppd in
Penzance, led by John Keigwin. Its aim was to stimdy Cornish language and they are
sometimes being referred toldewlyn schoolThey tried to translate passages from the Bible,
as well as sayings and vernacular songs. One stthienerable gentlemen was John Boson
who wrote a treatise callddebbaz Gerriau dro tho Carnoa¢k few words about Cornish)
around 1700? There was a story included in that piec¥ewann Chy an Hordiwhich was
written by John (or Nicholas, please see footnadedR) probably for his children so that it
was easier for them to learn the langu#gehe Bosons were corresponding in Cornish with

William Gwavas who had collected a range of Cormigmuscript$?

3" Frederick W. P. Jago (1882:8-13) reminds us of #dnBarrington’s expedition to Cornwall in 1768drder
to find out how many people were still able to dp&ornish. Jago cites the letter sent by Barringtdrich
describes in detail his meeting with Dolly Pentnedndeed, not only Mrs Pentreath was readily sppepk
Cornish but Barrington notices there were otherelad even younger than Mrs Pentreath — who welee tab
speak that strange tongue. Thus, this could bespe as another indirect proof that Dolly Pentneatis not
the last speaker. Mr John Tremethack, who die@b21(at the age of 87), had supposedly taughtauglster to
be fluent in Cornish; Mrs Kelynack from Newlyn wheas still alive in 1875; and finally, John Daveyrin
Zennor who died in 1891. All these individuals watde to communicate and even sing in Cornish dayato-
day basis, without any difficulties (Price 2002:23Nevertheless, all these persons were very pigbab
bilingual. It is hard to find out who was the ldising monoglot but Ms Cheston Marchant of Gwithiarho
died in 1676 at the age of 64, is considered toie of the last surviving people who had no knogéedf
English and only spoke Cornish (Ellis 1998:17).

| discuss the evidence of the last Cornish spsaiegher in detail here because of its even symlole
not only within the Revival but within the Cornishltural heritage as such. Dolly Pentreath has imeca kind
of household name and even within the non-Cornigalsing context she is known as the lady who weadatt
bearer of the tradition. The fact that the languagedeadfor many decades and, after had, had to be aitific
revived plays an inevitable role of how the Cornish largguas perceived still today — a great deal of both
Cornishmen and non-Cornishmen see the languageatficial one (or, at least, artificially revived one).

3 price, Glanville, 2002Encyklopedie jazykEvropy Volvox Globator, p. 232

% Price, Glanville, 2002Encyklopedie jazyk Evropy Volvox Globator, p. 232; However, A. S. D. Smith
contends the author was Nicholas Boson, not Jolzo®dee

Smith, A. S. D., 1947The Story of the Cornish Language. Its Extinction &evival Camborne, Cornwall:
Camborne Print. and Stationery Co., p. 10

In fact, many members of the Boson family were Iagd in the revival of the Cornish language. Thestmo
active were Nicholas, John and Thomas but we davkihe family relations among them. Leona Madtuva
also attributes the aforementioned literary pieclicholas who was the oldest of the three.

%0 Maché&kova, Leona. ,Cornwall a jeho jazyk. Peripetie Ky na pozadi starsi i ng$i historie* in
Souvislosti 2/2006

“1 Price, Glanville, 2002Encyklopedie jazykEvropy Volvox Globator, p. 232
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During the 18 century antiquarianism had become a sort of faskibthat time.
Many learned gentlemen set about to explore alreaxtynct cultures or languages.
Concerning the question of Cornish, Edward Lhuyd heade a momentous step forward.
Being a notable Celtic scholar, he had come to @alirfrom Wales in order to spend several
months there. In hidrcheologia Britannicg1707) he summed up the knowledge on Cornish
and — what was important in particular — he putn@r in relation with other Celtic
languages. Therefore, his study was de facto tis¢ $iystematic field research on Celtic

languages (comprising of six of theff).

Archaeologia Cornu-Britannica published in 1790 by Dr. William Pryce,

incorporated Lhuyd’s grammar and an extensive udaap®

3.6 Beginnings of the Revival *

In this chapter the development of the whole rdvpexiod will be analysed rather in depth
because the era of the Revival was seminal forldter development of Cornish identity,
especially in the inter-war period when the latrivalists directly picked up the threads of
their late predecessors. In the Cornish case, évévR as such enjoys the same importance as
national revivals, liberation movements and the evak patriotic upsurge which dashed over
the small nations of Europe in the course of th déntury. As Miroslav Hroch points ofh,

a common feature in a nation’s re-creation is itjet fwith the “loss of memory” when the
group identity of a given nation is stepwise vaimghand, therefore, it is difficult to refer to
shared historical heritage. Hence, it is importanfoster the awareness of one’s roots and
one’s national history and cultural course and gaanThe Cornish revivalists realised the
crucial value of this approach and, thus, theiortfivas to re-create the dead Cornish

language in order to help to re-create the Coraigture. Subsequently, the Cornish identity

2 Smith, A. S. D., 1947The Story of the Cornish Language. Its Extinctiod &evival Camborne, Cornwall:
Camborne Print. and Stationery Co., p. 10

3 Smith, A. S. D., 1947The Story of the Cornish Language. Its Extinctiod &evival Camborne, Cornwall:
Camborne Print. and Stationery Co., p. 11

* Revival as the very period when the Cornish lagguaas being revived is sometimes written capédlis
Analogically, lower case letters are when refertimgevival as a general phenomenon.

% See Hroch, Miroslav, 2004. ,Narodni tradice a titarf Lidé n¥sta: revue pro etnologii, antropologii a
etnologii komunikace3/17
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and self-awareness could be re-created, too. Sauguage and culture were (and are)
inseparable, the revival of the Cornish languags avéask that could not have been omitted.
The strive of all the revivalists and enthusias&sviostered by the fact that the Cornish
language had, more or less, been treated as akmdecond-class language and the speakers
of it had been treated similarly, primarily frometlCornishmen’s point of view (naturally, the
English saw the Cornish language as a mere renofigdbrnishmen’s Celtic heritage which
was simply not strong enough to co-exist with tlosun /i.e. English/ language). This feeling
of inferiority helped to boost the revival movemantong the general pubfié There were a
couple of generations of revivalist. While sometloém were mentioned in the previous
chapter, this one focuses mainly on Henry Jenndrhas successor Robert Morton Nance.
These men have played an indispensable role imeagion of the Cornish language and
Cornish culture. Their effort (and the fruit of gerved as a base for the renewed Cornish
identity in the 28 century. Without H. Jenner and R. M. Nance theoelld be no Cornish
language today and, very probably, the identity emo@nt would look much weaker. Perhaps,
it would not exist at all. The impact of the readdished Cornish Gorsedd is also discussed
here quite minutely, not only because its politizale at the end of the 20century. The
annually held ceremonial meetings of Gorsedd sesea continual confirmation of
Cornishness and being named a bard of Cornish Gabrisean honour for every person of
Celtic background in general.

The only thing (next to the over-romanticised &mdes) where Jenner and Nance
proved to be too optimistic was the idea of Parti€iein, i.e. the all-embracing cooperation
and even — to a certain extent — melting of alti€elations within Europ&’ Notwithstanding
that its idea is still living (and sometimes eveidely acclaimed) it turned out that the initial
presupposition would not wofR. Therefore, Pan-Celticism remained as a kind of
philosophical base which backs today’s modern aadip@ among Celtic nations. It doest

“ Ellis, Peter Berresfold; Ghobhainn, Seumas mad@71.The Problem of Cornish Revivahverness: Club
Leabhar Limited, p. 6

*" The idea of Pan-Celticism was more or less a Rtimane, even though not unfeasible. Those romiitiig
approach was, however, common in all the regiortkiwithe Celtic Fringe — the Scots, the Breton éonda
great extent) the Irish used a range of nostalgions in order to foster their respective natiomadl cultural
awareness. See

Pittock, Murray, 1999Celtic Identity and the British Imag&anchester University Press, p. 101

*8 |nitially, there was also a problem in the relatietween the Pan-Celticists and Cornish reviligtthe
most important sign of a nation was language, howiccthe Cornish scholars claim Cornishmen werat&on
if they did not speak any single word in Cornish@nk Jenner quickly comprehended that discrepandy a
encouraged Cornishmen to learn tlmim language so that the Cornish heritage could beepved.
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retain, however, any strong pureppolitical influence. The system of gorseddau is an
illustrative example — there are gorseddau in mbshe Celtic areas in Europe (the level of
their institutionalisation varies though) but thexact names, organisation and ceremonial
rules differ from area to area so that each ofGkkic cultures can differ from the others and,

at the same time, can stress its distinctiveness.

Concerning the Cornish cultural heritage (and, nprezisely, the state of the language), the
second half of the IBcentury and the whole f9century were characterised by a certain
ambiguity — the language itself was already deatdthe efforts to revive it were growifiy
(e.g. Robert Williams, a Cornish scholar, found itirenuscript oBeunans Meriasein 1869;

it was discovered just by chancé&)Since many learned men were attracted to Corniwall
order to study her Celtic past, this period is siimes called a “period of Cornish

scholarship.®*

As mentioned in the previous chapters, there visee main reasons why Cornish
ceased to be the first language of Cornwall. Kirsthere was no common literature in
Cornish which could be available for local peomlerdad and for local schools to be taught.
Whilst in Wales literary works were written in Wikland, thus, were followed by readers and
appreciated by the majority of the society, thid dot happen in Cornwall. As a result,

Cornishmen quit believing in Cornish asatural means of communication.

Secondly, as the Industrialisation set its ront€ornwall, the social structure of the
region changed notably because of the rapid ecandewelopment. Tin and copper mines
significantly helped to foster the advancementechhology in the rest of the country, notably
in England, and Cornwall even became a leadinge@itengineering expertisé Together
with the technical progress, Cornish gentry stattedhitate the Englishmen’s cultural habits,
building theatres, assembly rooms and cock-fighpitg in the most culturally flourishing

9 However, not everyone in Cornwall regretted theslof vernacular language. A part of the localsigh it
was actually a sign of modernisation of that rem@tgion. Since Cornish was connected with ¢kg: with
traditions and with thevery local heritage, English, on the other hand, was a syrmbdhe new of coming
modernity.

*0 Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languag®r Mark Press, p. 12

*L Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languag®r Mark Press, p. 14; the time specification
of this period, however, is not strictly delimitadd e.g. Ellis included even Richard Carew in it

2 payton, Philip, 1992The making of modern Cornwall: historical experienand the persistence of
,diference". Dyllansow Truran, p. 75
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towns, mainly in Truro, Penzance and FalmatiBiven these circumstances, it became very
difficult to avert thelanguage shiftStill, the situation sharply worsened in the setbhalf of

the 19" century when the mining techniques became obsaladeCornwall did not catch up
the turbulent development on industrial marketse Great Paralysis when tens of thousands
of Cornishmen left their homeland only validatedaivthe majority of people thought — the
Cornish language had already died out. MoreoverA.aS. D. Smith points out, not only
Cornish was dead but its existence was forgottethéyverwhelming part of the locals. The
handful of Cornish manuscripts, lying in the BhitiMuseum in London and the Bodleian

Library at Oxford, were almost forgotten, to.

If we admit the fact that Cornish was not a livikgmguage at the end of the™9
century, we can call the generation of scholathaittime “the Revivalists” because their task
was - at least as they saw it - not to produceléenary works in Cornish but teevive the
language. It should be noted though that such @a did not have many supporters initially
and, indeed, it was even downplayed by many. Likewthe crucial and complex question
was where to start with the revival because thezeevonly few educated scholars able to
speak (or just understand or read) Cornish atrideo&the 18 century. Dr. Edwin Norris had
chosen to start with the old manuscripts and strdmescribed, translated and published those
famous pieces dDrigo Mundi Passio ChristiandResurrection Dominin 1859. Dr. Whitley
Stokes arranged for the publication of several rem@ Cornish texts in the 1860s and 1870s,
among them the re-publication Béunans Meriasek Rev. Robert Williams (who was fluent
in Welsh) published higexicon Cornu-Britannicuman elaborate summary of Cornish, in
1865. A few years later, in 1887, the fam&ngylish-Cornish Dictionaryy Dr. F. W. P. Jago
emerged® Despite the fact that some of the enthusiastSrtsfiwere not academically
rigorous (such the Jago’s Dictionary), they serasda vital source of knowledge and
inspiration for the next generation of revivalisktaving said that, it was still true that the
majority of interested public did not believe irethevival at all and they merely saw the

movement as a kind of sophisticated pastime.

>3 Deacon, Bernard, 200Cornwall. A Concise HistoryCardiff: University of Wales Press, p. 110

> Smith, A. S. D., 1947The Story of the Cornish Language. Its Extinctiod &evival Camborne, Cornwall:
Camborne Print. and Stationery Co., p. 11

® Smith, A. S. D., 1947The Story of the Cornish Language. Its Extinctiod &evival Camborne, Cornwall:
Camborne Print. and Stationery Co., p. 11, 12

% Smith, A. S. D., 1947The Story of the Cornish Language. Its Extinctiod &evival Camborne, Cornwall:
Camborne Print. and Stationery Co., p. 12
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The man who had changed such views was Henry 0&8#e>’ Without any doubts,
he was the most influential personality within tveup of the revivalists. He had set the pace
and remained the most respected Cornish scholangdaorany decades to come. Unlike his
colleagues, Jenner truthfully realised the gencimalenges that were waiting for him to be
resolved. He did not question the fact that thguage was dead, however, on the other hand,
he was very well aware of its (not merely) symbabte for preserving Cornish heritage.
Being astonished by his fellow countrymen’s ignoeanf their roots, he said: “Why should
Cornishmen learn Cornish? There is no money iit gerves no practical purpose, and the
literature is scanty and of no great originalityvatue. The question is a fair one, the answer
is simple. Because they are Cornistf This famous quote stands in his even more famous
and crucially important titléd Handbook of the Cornish Languageiblished in 1904.

Henry Jenner (1848-1934), a genuine Cornishmen borSt Columb Major, was
employed in British Museum. Working with ancientmaacripts, in 1877 he discovered 41
lines of Cornish verse written at the back of ad dbcument. It was a fragment of an
important Middle Cornish drama. Jenner was devatethe study of Celtic nations, their
languages and cultural heritage. In 1873 he gaspegch at an event of the Philological
Society entitled “The Cornish Language” and threarg later, in 1876, he attended the
British Archaeological Society meeting in Penzamngth a lecture called “The History and
Literature of the Ancient Cornish languagé.Jenner was both a brilliant academic and a
pragmatist — he actualised a number of planned taaross Cornwall, carrying out research
and interviewing people who, according to his agsions, had at least some knowledge
about either the language or the local traditibtesslowly gathered an extensive collection of
songs, sayings, vocabulary and phrases. In Deceb@¥ar he organised a special ceremony
in order to commemorate Dolly Pentreath. This evead highly appreciated by the Bishop of
Truro who sent a praising letter. Interestinglyattietter was written in Cornigh. Since
Jenner was, among others, fluent in Welsh and €lortiis interest in Breton was a natural
consequence. Gradually, Brittany and her inhalstaetame a source of inspiration for him.
The Bretons also opposed the dominance of Frengleamtralistic power coming from Paris.
Thus, the Bretons and the Cornish had very muctommon. In 1903, Henry Jenner was

made a Bard of the Breton Gorsedd (which was dgté@lnded just two years before) and

" This part of the chapter, related to Henry Jemer other revivalists is mostly base on B. P. Hbek.
%8 payton, Philip, 2002. A Vision of Cornwall. Alexder Associates, p. 134

%9 Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languag®r Mark Press, p. 22

% Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Language®r Mark Press, p. 23
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he adopted the Bardic name of Gwaz Mikael (Sergdrilichael)®* Jenner was the main
force behind the formation @owethas Kelto-KernuafCeltic Cornish Society) in 1901, the
first association with the aim of promoting the @ish language of its kind. Initially,
however, its task was to promote the archaeologitas (dolmens, stone circles efé.)n
1903, next to his attendance at the Breton Gorséelther took part at the Congress of the
Union Regionaliste Bretonne at Lesneven, Finistésethe Bretons could understand Cornish
(because the languages are closely related), he magpeech in Cornish. This was very
probably the first public speech in Cornish aftewesal centurie®® In 1904 the Celtic
Congres¥ held a session at Caernarvon in Wales and Jermoenptly made use of the
opportunity and applied for a membership for Corhwi&a number of participants, however,
did not agree with his proposal because they didcansider Cornwall to be a Celtic nation
any more. Nevertheless, in the end the Congresdviot favour of the idea. Furthermore,
Jenner negotiated a possibility for his fellow ctoymen fluent in Cornish to be admitted to
the Gorsedd of Wales at Llangoll&hAll this, together with the aforementionkt@ndbook of
the Cornish Languagewvas a significant success for everyone involvethe movement. It

also served as a proof that the revival is possibtkeven desired.

That feeling increased again when Henry Jennertaddpe idea of establishing the
Cornish Gorsedd. He formed this intention probabl¥917 as a participant of the Gorsedd of
Wales in Neath® Hence, on 21 September 1928, the fi@rseth Kernowor Cornish
Gorsedd’ took place in Boscawen-Un near St Buryan in Coth#ffad gorsedd(gorseddau
in the plural) is, in general sense, a bardic abbgnme. the highest and very ceremonial
gathering of notable Celts. Its origins go backpte-Christian er&’ The termBard comes
either from Greek or — which is the most widelyesgt explanation - it is of Celtic origin. In

the Middle Ages, the bards used to travel from towrcourt, singing, writing poetry etc. It

®1 Lyon, Rod, 2008Gorseth Kernow. The Cornish Gorsedd — what it ig ahat it doesGorseth Kernow, p. 9
%2 payton, Philip, 2002. A Vision of Cornwall. Alexder Associates, p. 57

83 Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languag®r Mark Press, p. 23

% The Celtic Congress was a kind of an umbrella miggdion gathering all the Celtic nations withir tBritish
Isles plus Brittany. The organisation still exigesen though in a slightly changed format) and oiggs
conferences on a regular basis. Bee://www.ccheilteach.ie/

% Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languag®r Mark Press, p. 23

% Lyon, Rod, 2008Gorseth Kernow. The Cornish Gorsedd — what it i¢ ehat it doesGorseth Kernow, p. 10
7 Sometimes it is also spelledrsedhor gorseth

% Boscawen-Un is a mythical place famous not onigamnwall but throughout all the Celtic nations.eféis a
big stone circle dating back to the Bronze Age.

% Contrary to what is sometimes asserted, the Coirsedd (and gorseddau in general) are connaetéter
to Paganism (or Neo-Paganism) nor to any other fifresoteric Druidry. See

Hale, Amy, 2000. “In the Eye of the Sun: The Relaship between the Cornish Gorseth and Esoteric@dBy
Cornish Studies: Eight
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was a respectable career, similar to continentaibdours. The first restored Gorsedd was
established by Edward Williams in 1792 in Walesd(amce 1819 the Welsh gorseddau were
connected witreisteddfodaufestivals of Welsh language, music and cultude kentinually
since 1177)° The Grand Bard is chairing the gorsedd. The gai@edi.e. in each of the
Celtic nations) are organised on an annual basis.tifle of the Grand Bard as well as his
ceremonial duties slightly differ across the Cehtions; e.g. in Brittany the position is
called “Grand Druid” and in Wales “Archdruid.” Addnally, all bards at the Cornish
Gorsedd wear the same colour (blue) of their vestsnehereas at the Gorsedd of Wales the
Druids wear white vestments and the Ovdtesear green ones. Thus, it is the Cornish

Gorsedd which symbolically manifests the equalftglbits members?

The first Cornish Gorsedd of 1928 was officiallaugurated by the Welsh Archdruid
Pedrog. TheCorn Gwlas(the Horn of the Nation) was blown and the GorsPdayer was
said, everything in Cornish, Welsh and English.ti®¢ end, théBro Goth Agan Taso\Old
Land of Our Fathers) was sung. After the event wees, a special Executive Committee, led
by Henry Jenner and his deputy Robert Morton Namaes established with the aim of
preparing the next Gorsedd. In 1929 the Gorseddhglsin Carn Brea, in 1930 in Hurlers
etc. To this day, the place where the assemblglgsis chosen on a regular basis between the
towns of western, middle and eastern Cornwall. 9801 it was agreed to adopt bards even
from abroad and in 1932 a new kind of bardship mé®duced — the so-called Language
Bards’® Nowadays, the institution of gorsedd is being pered as a highly respectable
symbol ofCornishneskCelticness

With the benefit of hindsight we might state todlagt their aim was achieved, at least
within the framework they were hoping for. Henrynder, the true “Father of the Cornish
Language Revival,” set up the way and he set ithyg Although he often saw Cornwall in
the spirit of Empire an@ritishness’® the main aim of his effort was to wake up the eeufs
Cornishness and belonging in the minds of fellown@hmen. In this respect, the Cornish
language was only a tool, even though the toolrmhary importance. According to Jenner’s

opinion, it should have served as a natural tratemof Cornishness, i.e. of stories, habits,

" For detailed information please see Lyon, Rod82@brseth Kernow. The Cornish Gorsedd — what it id an
what it doesGorseth Kernow

" Ovateis a term of Celtic origin; it describes a certaink of priesthood

2 Lyon, Rod, 2008Gorseth Kernow. The Cornish Gorsedd — what it id ahat it doesGorseth Kernow, p. 15
3 Lyon, Rod, 2008Gorseth Kernow. The Cornish Gorsedd — what it id amat it doesGorseth Kernow, pp.
17-19

" payton, Philip, 2002. A Vision of Cornwall. Alexder Associates, p. 53
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traditions, Cornish songs and sayings etc. Sinyilainle focus of Jenner’s activities was not to
compete with English or British culture, at least m the primordial sense. He only stressed
the value of one’s local roots and the responsiloli passing them over to next generations.
Therefore, he did not perceive Cornwall as an nmakcolony nor perceived “Anglicisation”

as a major threat.

Robert Morton Nance, bright men of letters, tookths position of Jenner’s successor. Nance
was studying from Jennerr&andbook of the Cornish Languagad he was chosen by Jenner
himself to become his follower. Nance was born &3 in Cardiff to Cornish parents and,
thus, his deep interest for everything connectedCtiticness and, more specifically,
Cornishness, was something natural. In 1909 herbtgaorrespond with Jenner in Cornish
and, gradually, this activity was joined by othetable persons such as Richard Hall of St
Just-in-Penwith or W. D. WatsdROne of the problems, which were apparent alreadlya
time, was the absence of a coherent spelling ndtmarefore, R. M. Nance started to work
systematically on new rules. He studied Middle @Grrbecause he believed the language
was in its best stage at that time thanks to ttle Iiterature written during those centuries.
Albeit his rigorous devotion and highly academi@mach resulted in a widely acclaimed
spelling norm, it turned out not to be the besusoh (as we will see in the following
chapters). In 1920 Nance and Jenner introducefirgieOld Cornwall Societyn St Ives. Its
motto was Cuntelleugh an brewyon us gesys na vo kellys thawgt “Gather ye the
fragments that are left that nothing be |d8tlt is apparent that the aim of the society was to
preserve everything Cornish or related to Cornwad,it of physical or symbolical origin.
Encouraged by its success, tens of new Societiesgem during the 2bcentury. There was

a branch in almost every bigger Cornish town. Thddfation of Old Cornwall Societies was
established by Robert Morton Nance in 1924 andings Honorary Secretary was A. K.
Hamilton Jenkin. The Federation still works anchas its own periodical®ld Cornwall,
published every six montH$.In 1929, Nance published h&ornish For All where is unified
system of spelling was also included. The Celtiomgess of 1932 was held in Truro and it

was R. M. Nance whose plagn Balores (The Chough) was performed during the

> Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languag®r Mark Press, p. 23
® Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Language®r Mark Press, p. 24
7 http://www.oldcornwall.org/editorial.htm
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ceremony® After the death of Henry Jenner, in 1934, R. Mnd&became the Grand Bard of
the Cornish Gorsedd. In the same year he alsognddlj together with A. S. D. SmitAn
English-Cornish Dictionarywhich turned out to be a great success not onyamwall. The
following year, Nance published one of his mostbetated works —Cornish-English

Dictionary. Again, this linguistic piece was highly appreeihby the general publi¢.

The third member who deserves to be mentionedirwithe revivalist scholars’
movement is A. S. D. Smith who concentrated maimty publishing books and articles.
Smith, a schoolmaster from Sussex, was fluent insiWénd he was also a Welsh bard,
writing textbooks on Welsh) and he learnt Cornistaa autodidact. Being a brilliant linguist,
he started teaching in Cornwall. This activity imed him to write a language manual called
Lessons in Spoken Cornisthich appeared in 1931. He gradually began toebelithat
Cornish could be fully revived indeed and, therefdn 1933 he introduced the periodical
Kernow written purely in Cornish. It won so much succtsst its subscribers were coming
from more than ten countries. In 1939, despite thesh war years, he wrotéornish

Simplified a complete grammar with exercié8s.

A range of activities emerged, however, even oatdige circle of the aforementioned
scholars (although sometimes they were connectélteta anyway). In 1933, the Federation
of Old Cornwall Societies opened Cornish classesuen towns and in the same ydar, ha
Tavas(Land and Language) was established with its led2ie E. H. Hambly. It was the first
Cornish movement with explicitly political aims. 8eally, it worked as a pressure group

pushing on MPs in London and pointing at problernsn@all had to facé

As the number of Cornish supporters and orgawmisativas growing (and not just in
proper Cornwall), the English and British mediad{icaand press) step by step started
referring on matters related to Cornish revivale BBC was among the first ones to do so. In
1935 it broadcast a programme, produced by the &lyimstudio, featuring choral music. The
St Austell choir performed, among others, a sonigad®ro Goth agan TasowShortly after
the broadcasting, the producers, who were in chafdkee programme, received a plenty of
telephone calls from listeners. People calling fnarous parts of the UK were curious about

8 Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languag®r Mark Press, pp. 24, 25
9 Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languag®r Mark Press, p. 25
8 Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languag®r Mark Press, pp. 24, 25
81 Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Languag®r Mark Press, p. 25
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the language in which the song was sung. Manyearhtthought they were listening to Welsh
and when they realised it was Cornish they demarfdetier detail® — Where did the

language come from? Why did not we listen to itobe? What is the difference between
Welsh and Cornish? This unobtrusive break of reutielped to wake up the curiosity of

Britons. Some of them have never heard about thiei§lolanguage.

When concluding this chapter, one could ask thmgpk question — Did the revivalists
fulfil the task they voluntarily adopted? Was tleeived language a real success? And what
were the forces behind the whole story? As we llagdbenefit of hindsight today, again, we
can state that the efforts of revivalists were ooty successful but even crucial to the
subsequent forming of Cornish identity. As it wasntioned at the beginning of this chapter,
the 19" century revival lies in the core of the renewedn@h identity. It is not surprising,
therefore, that both Jenner and Nance are knowtfatisers” of moderf® Cornishness.
Therefore, Pan-Celticism remained as a kind ofggieibhical base which backs today’s
modern cooperation among Celtic nations. It doesretain, however, any strong purely
political influence. The system of gorseddau is an illusteaéxample — there are gorseddau
in most of the Celtic areas in Europe (the levelhair institutionalisation varies though) but
their exact names, organisation and ceremonias rdiéer from area to area so that each of
the Celtic cultures can differ from the others amd, the same time, can stress its

distinctiveness.

82 Ellis, Berresfold Peter, 1998he Story of the Cornish Language®r Mark Press, p. 3

8 By the termmodern! do not mean the current 2&entury Cornishness. Instead, | mean modernityhas t
opposite of medieval, natural Cornishness. Thidasause Jenner’'s and Nance’s approach was, dispite
undeniable success, still too much stemming fromm&ticism.
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4. Cornish Identity and Language after World War 1l

This section sets out the situation in CornwaleitVWII. It traces the process of identity
formation and examines the changes which stoochdehie process itself. Each chapter deals
with a certain phenomenon that has influenced modrnish history and Cornish self-
perception (i.e. Mebyon Kernow, Stannary Parliananthe relations toward the EU — each
topic will be discussed in a separate chapter withis fourth section). Chapter 4.6 analyses
the question of Cornishness vs. Englishness antisl@ress and, therefore, it basically
summarises the whole section. In the last chapteretis a preliminary evaluation of the

situation up to now and an outline of possible ttgwaent in the future.

4.1 Changed Times. The Importance of Identity

World War Il left the United Kingdom in extreme ewonic misery. It was calculated that the
cost of the war for the UK was more than 28 billmsunds. 4 million houses were damaged
and another 500,000 were completely destroyed. Mwae one third of gold reserves were
drawn out of the country as well as 4 billion USlals in securities.In contrast to Winston
Churchill's defeat in 1945 general elections, whishocked many, the creeping
Americanisation of British culture and society wasticed by few’ In fact, the Kingdom
changed so much that only a minority of enthusidgigeved in existence of trullving
Britishness some fifty years later. The CoronatodrPrincess Elizabeth in June 1953 was
perceived by some observers as the beginning of Eleabethan era. In reality, however,
hardly anybody could imagine what would happen wite Empire and the Kingdom in
coming decades.

If the times immediately after WWII were harsh evior Londoners and richer
counties in the South, what was the situation enpériphery? For Cornwall, paradoxically,

the conditions were somewhat milder than during \W¥beit her strategic geographical

! Moynahan, Brian, 199%/elka Britanie XX. stoletPraha: Odeon a Knizni klub, p. 208
2 Wilson, A. N., 20080ur Times. The Age of ElizabethIlbndon: Arrow Books, p. 33
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position within military operations meant that hehabitants had to accommodate to
somewhat special wartime regime (e.g. becauseeoAtherican battle groups preparing for
the D-Day on the Cornish coast), several positpacts still emerged. One of them was
undoubtedly the influx of citizens fleeing from emmdjered cities across the UK, mainly from
England. As families endeavoured to provide safacgs where to stay (mainly for their
children), Cornwall — together with other remotetpavithin the country — seemed to be an
ideal choice. As a result of such an immigrationveydhe population of Cornwall rose from
308,000 in 1939 to 371,000 in 1941. However, towdite end of the war the number of
inhabitants fell dowri. Similarly, the temporary boost of production (tkanto demand
triggered by the war) decreased at the end of 844 The Cornish slowly started getting
used to rationing system and, a few years lateprooising economic growth. As Bernard
Deacon points out, it was during this era whenGbenishmen seemed to be very close to the
English and the rest of the country; they wereuailty connected by the omnipresent wave of
modernity and raised hopes of better futufeoliticians in Westminster did their best to
implement corresponding policies within the “cormesi scheme so that the minimal living
standard was guaranteed for all. The Labour Govemirwas convinced that such approach
was vital for the UK to regain her strength ag&levertheless, the system of welfare state
turned up to be one of those measures which haad d&depted with good intent but proved
difficult later on, especially outside the core ame Since the second half of the 1940s
Cornishmen had to fight with growing unemploymenttflow of young people and declining
industry (above all the machinery and textile piidn). China clay industry and mining, the
hallmarks of Cornwall’s flourishing economy sevedacades ago, had to accommodate
hastily to changing conditions both on domestic Bndopean markets. British economy had
to be completely restructured. As it manifestedelitssome fifty years later, the
aforementioned issues were still considered urwvedollt is important to underline, however,
that such development was not the result of WWiltdad, it was a consequence of long-term
alterations of economic structure and, subsequesulyial organisation. The roots of Cornish
problems lied in insufficient and, above all, uneviedustrialisation of the region and
resultant “Great Paralysis® Hence, around the turn of the 1940s and 1950sfesple

doubted Cornwall was lagging behind. It completedyne into sight, however, only during

% Deacon, Bernard, 200Cornwall. A Concise HistoryCardiff: University of Wales Press, p. 199

* Deacon, Bernard, 200Cornwall. A Concise HistoryCardiff: University of Wales Press, p. 199

® Payton, Philip, 1992The making of modern Cornwall: historical expedenand the persistence of
,diference”. Dyllansow Truran, p. 167
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the 1960s and 1970s accompanied by correspondiitggoactions such as demonstrations

and social unrest.

Concerning the Cornish politics it could be statieak, in general, the distribution of
party support has always somewhat differed fromrés¢ of the country, most notably from
England. This was highlighted in a number of poat-elections where the strongest parties
were the Conservatives, the Liberals (since 19&@fal Democrats) and Mebyon Kernbw.
In the 1945 general election the Conservative Pgaiyed over 40% and in the general
elections of 1950 and 1959 it won some 44%. Oncit@rary, the result of the Liberals
dropped from 33% in 1945 to 26% in 195AIthough the Labour Party seemed to be strong
in 1950, the election of the following year proviedbe a fiasco. Since then, its position has
not dramatically bettered. There were several memador that. Firstly, the small businesses
and local farmers and entrepreneurs were not irapdeRy the trade-unions-like policy which
was strongly favoured by the LP. Secondly, Labaulitipians did not manage to appreciate
enough the distinctiveness of Cornwhlipth in economic and political sense (not mentigni
the cultural dimension which was virtually ignoredowards the end of the century the
support of the Labour Party almost entirely vanisivile, on the other hand, the position of

the Liberals has notably increased.

With the prosperity of the first post-war decaded asubsequent growth of
opportunities for people in all spheres of theiydives, the Cornishmen step by step started
recognising their identity again. It was a gradoicess and it took many years until it was
regarded as a relevant issue even at WestminsteheTable to push Cornwall’s interests
through, a stable political platform was neededatTiequirement was met in 1951 when

Mebyon Kernowthe truly Cornish political party, appeared oe fitene.

® This is not always easily visible from the statist overviews because Cornwall is often includethie greater
region of South West

" Deacon, Bernard, 200Cornwall. A Concise HistoryCardiff: University of Wales Press, p. 200

8 Deacon, Bernard, 200Cornwall. A Concise HistoryCardiff: University of Wales Press, p. 200
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4.2 Mebyon Kernow

This party was constituted at a meeting held ate®aTemperance Hotel in Redruth on
Saturday 3 January 1951.1t is important to note that the emergence of Mebyernow
(which literally meansons of Cornwajlwas not a mere intention of a handful of enthatsia
Instead, it was a natural consequence of the loogegs of Revival which had started no later
than during the 19 century. To put the foundation of MK in context,s instrumental to

encapsulate what had preceded this decision.

Cowethas Kelto-KernuakKCeltic Cornish Society), the Federation of Old @waall
Societies and the Pan-Celtic Congress of 1901 thalevents smoothed the way for creating
the Mebyon Kernow several decades later. By attgnthose happenings the scholars and
interested public alike were gradually clarifyingetstrong and weak sides of the revival
efforts. Soon it became apparent that the mover@nit not rely on pure cultural-historical
level. The earliest revivalists (including, latar,denry Jenner and Robert Morton Nance)
worked on the assumption that the rich and coldumtory of Cornwall would be the main
source of ideas and approaches. Such conceptiorheasly influenced by Romanticism
which affected not only literature and fine artsotilghout Europe but it also strongly inspired
a number of leaders of national liberation movemseAs time moved on, however, it was
clear that this was not enough — the revivalistsded to address their supporters and the
general public and, most notably, to offer thenokdsand plausible political plan based on
realistic assumptions. Albeit Tyr ha Tavas (Land &anguage) was the first serious attempt
to do so, its style and policy were rooted in tB80s when this group was founded. Hence, it
did not correspond to people’s demands in the 1980s of such demands was the effort to
draw Westminster's attention to Cornwall and towshibe politicians in London that
Cornwall was not a mere English county but a disive region with own language, culture
and — why not to point it down — inhabitants whatknic origin was different from the
English. In other words, Cornishmen realised they ko stress thei€eltic origin as an
opposition toAnglo-Saxonorigin of the English. During the inter-war yea@srnwall was
more or less ignored even from the electoral poirtiew, being an isolated stronghold of the

Liberals.

°® Deacon, Bernard; Cole, Dick; Tregidga, Garry, 200@byon Kernow and Cornish Nationalisielsh
Academic Press, p. 32; the chapter on Mebyon Kenwaw written up using this publication as the meail
authentic source of data (together with the weliditdebyon Kernow)
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In the course of WWIlanti-metropolitanismand accentuated requests for greater
official recognition were embodied ¥oung Cornwall Movememthich appeared in 1943. Its
structure and aims were borrowed from Giuseppe Magd.a giovine Italia The founders
of the Cornish version were Richard Jenkin and Jafgonna who studied at Oxford under
another famous Cornishman, A. L. Row8élhe Celtic Congress of 1950, held in Truro,
represented a further step forward as well asCbmnish Independence Pargstablished in
the same yedr. In spite of a very short existence of the latiewyas clear that the Cornish
elite strived to penetrate the political sceneal be said, therefore, that the birth of Mebyon
Kernow was regarded as a kind of breakthroughwag a symbolic move towards realistic
and everyday politic¥ There were notable Cornish personalities in thanfing committee
of MK, e.g. E. G. Retallack Hooper (known under b&dic name Talak), Charles Thomas,
John Davey, Helena Charles, Richard Jenkin, Lambertan or Ann Trevenen, among
others. The first chairman was surprisingly a worradelena Charles. Born in Calcutta to
Cornish parents and educated at Oxford, she spgrdaad deal of her life by volunteer work
and campaigning for Cornwall. She was also thé fireamber of the party to be elected to a
local authority (Redruth-Camborne Urban Districtu€it) in 1953 using the motto “A Square
Deal for the Cornish.™® Charles was succeeded by Major Cecil Beer who ki the
position of Deputy Grand Bard for some time. Beé@nessed the gradual change of MK -
being initially a sort of pressure group it stepvaslopted pragmatist approach to set the right
guestions on the agenda. It is symptomatic thail Beer, while living in Australia for about
ten years, was devoted to Cornish diaspora witlsémee zeal as when he stayed and worked
in Cornwall. Therefore, he helped to foster thesseof Cornish nation among its members
who were living on different continent$ The role of MK’s leaders has always been slightly
specific given the small size of the party itselidathe region alike. If the MK’s
representatives wanted the prospective votersdbeiegaged, they had to show them they

were close to them, solving the same problems.

% peacon, Bernard; Cole, Dick; Tregidga, Garry, 200@&byon Kernow and Cornish Nationalistelsh
Academic Press, p. 27

1 Deacon, Bernard; Cole, Dick; Tregidga, Garry, 200@byon Kernow and Cornish Nationalistwelsh
Academic Press, pp. 29, 31

12 Deacon, Bernard; Cole, Dick; Tregidga, Garry, 200@byon Kernow and Cornish Nationalistwelsh
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13 http://www.mebyonkernow.org/?g=history_1950s_and0k9

14 See Tregida, Garry; Crago, Treve, 200@p Kenwyn: The Life and Time of Cecil Be®orseth Kernow.
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In 1952 MK started circulating its periodiddew Cornwall published monthly. Using
radical rhetoric, its scope of work centred priftyagin economic and political topic3.In the
same year the Labour Party turned a blind eye toall’s appeals for greater autonomy
while the Liberals tried to regain their support fppclaiming a rather favourable attitude
towards such ideas. However, none of the Londoe¢baarties stressed this feature as much
as Mebyon Kernow which has had this request on ttpe of its agenda ever since.

Nevertheless, the first half of the 1950s wasMét still a period of searching for the
best policy and the party itself was not united@ntain stances. What seemed to be the most
visible cleavage was the strong nationalism of H&l€harles which was opposed by more
moderate members such as Edmund C. Hambly (forread lof Tyr ha Tavas), Charles
Thomas or Retallack Hooper. Robert Morton Nanceg wias successor of Henry Jenner’s
revivalist efforts and simultaneously served as @mand Bard until his death in 1959, was
watching the quarrel with conceth.He was rightly afraid that the extremist separatis
demands would destroy the decades-long endeavoustfong and stable Cornish self-
awareness. Finally, Mrs Charles resigned to thefiteof Major Cecil Beer. This affair had
only showed that Mebyon Kernow was not yet a wsiablished political force. Under
Beer’s direction, however, the party’s policiesheatcrystallised and the inner disputes
calmed down. The main aim was to attract the atterdf ordinary people- a type of activity
in which MK had not been successful so far. Theypaiso gradually started flying St Piran’s
flag (a white cross on a black field) as a symbiblCornwall. Despite the fact that this
initiative did not encounter much recognition i tiirst months, the flag has evolved into the
broadly accepted and most visible symbol of Corh@aivas even called “MK flag” at the

beginning because MK was the only entity to flgfficially).

In the 1960s, in parallel with the ongoing so@at cultural revolution which spread
(not only) across the UK, the Mebyon Kernow becatightly more politicised once again.
The Celtic League political-cultural organisation uniting all thexsCeltic nations, was
founded in 1961 and MK joined it soon afterwardsutFyears later, MK was mentioned in
The Daily Telegraph as a local party with signifitaupport among the electorafdn the
second half of the 1960s the main problem becamesthcalled London Overspill, i.e. the

15 Deacon, Bernard; Cole, Dick; Tregidga, Garry, 200@byon Kernow and Cornish Nationalistwelsh
Academic Press, p. 34
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effort of central government to relocate tens abugands of city dwellers to selected
settlements across Cornwall, sometimes even intpggse-built houses and whole housing
developments. Naturally, such an attempt met witiblsorn opposition from the Cornish; a
number of demonstrations were held in towns throughhe region. In 1967, MK won its

first seat in Cornwall County Council as a resuitits successful campaign against the

overspill 8

For Mebyon Kernow the following years were chagased by more intensive
contesting of local authority seats which was paatireaction to the revolution turmoil of
1968 in Europe and the actual gap between the ‘“aop’ every-day politics. The question of
the day was to get closer to the voters. It wasadlgtin the same year when MK published
the most comprehensive manifesto since its fouodatWhat Cornishmen Can Ddhe text
was both pioneering and very realistic at the same, opposing the overspill and suggesting
solutions to local problems which would be basecahaturally strong sides of the region such
as technical genius, natural resources and typieaiches of productiol.In 1969 a handful
of radical members separated from the Mebyon Kerhevause they were dissatisfied with
the extremely slow way towards the Cornish selérulln Redruth they constituted the
Cornish National Partyand two men, Roger Holmes (who was the CNP’s haad)Colin
Murley, had been elected as local councillors. @&digh the formation of CNP initially
seemed to be a shock, the party enjoyed only epta¢mestence — it practically dissolved

after 1970 with many of its members coming backit %

In 1970 the MK member Richard Jenkin contestedWestminster seat for the first
time in party’s history. Later on, the double mershig was abolished (until then it was
possible for members of other parties to be regidtas MK members at the same time). The
party was also slowly acquiring more robust menttipras the young people felt addressed
by MK’s campaign and practicable policies, espbciah the overspill, local companies,
fishermen, farmers and the overall economic strectDuring the seventies MK has also
gradually transformed to a full-fledged politicadrpy — until then the party was oscillating
between a pressure group and a kind of semi-agtteering of campaigners. As a result of

such directing, MK began to nominate its candidategrowing number of local councils

18 hitp://www.mebyonkernow.org/?g=history_1950s_and0k9
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with a significant achievement. Nonetheless, suokietwas also a reaction to a phenomenon
which nobody would have predicted two decades befothe sharp growth of in-migration.
Albeit Mebyon Kernow was practically successful diverting the worst impact of the
London Overspill, the increasing level of populatatensity in Cornwall was becoming major
problem. To put is briefly, Cornishmen were simafyaid their jobs as well as houses would
be taken away from them by the newcomers. From 188981 the Cornish population grew
by 90,000 which means a 26% rise in just twentys/e@ne of the most severely hit towns
was Bodmin which population had risen by unbeliéwa®6%. However, even the towns
which were not the “direct targets” of the influave a notable rise: the build-up of local
community in Saltash reached 75%, in Helston 60%iarLiskeard 419" All this caused
notable fear of losing Cornishness both amongdbal$ and among the MK leaders. Why did
so many UK citizens choose to invade Cornwall éréhwere plenty of other counties to settle
in? Clearly, hardly any other region within the oty could offer to its dwellers the
Mediterranean-like climate and atmosphere, lardede of fog and rain. Cornwall was
precisely the place where exhausted Londoners caalék. Moreover, the prices of real
property were more than affordable for those reddyi rich people coming from cities. Sadly,
the real income of the locals was, on averagesufficient to enable them to buy their own

houses.

Logically, MK was seen as the right force to tackhles problem. Albeit the
representatives of Mebyon Kernow came with a rafggoposals (some of them were quite
radical or even drastic, such as banning the iratimn entirely and immediately), the party
was not able to find a solid base and to complyh Wit As a result, activities of the newly
emergedFree Cornish Armybecame more visible than ever before. This grduradicals,
although imitating similar groupings in Ireland thie Basque country, has never gained any
considerable support from the locals and it rendhiaerather obsolete and rigid structure,
unable to follow quick and subtle changes withinr@h (and British) society. Furthermore,
its actions more or less strengthened the peraepticCornwall as a (backwargberiphery
The Liberals realised their chances and consolidtteir position within the region. It was
clear that the MK’s role was endangered.

The MK’s position worsened even more in 1975 whenes Whetter quit the party in

order to establish a more radical entity with gfinfiorward political aims. He was unsatisfied

2 Deacon, Bernard; Cole, Dick; Tregidga, Garry, 200@byon Kernow and Cornish Nationalistwelsh
Academic Press, p. 60
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with the wait-and-see attitude of Mebyon Kernow amith its tendency to compromise
which, in his eyes, made it possible for the cénfflavernment to dictate its conditions
without any consultations with the Cornish. He Imeeahe leader of th€ornish Nationalist
Party”? which policy was aimed against the MK approach. Wéneproclaimed that Mebyon
Kernow’s functionaries were “public enemy No 1"uigjings” and “dolls in the hands of the
Westminster Government®® Despite aggressive rhetoric, the long-term go&il€NP were
closely related to those of MK. In the end, CNP diot acquire enough support and,
consequently, it slowly vanished from the politicaene. Its decline was accelerated by
rumours that the party was secretly preparing a kofi semi-military units of young

sympathisers, the so-called “Greenshirts.”

Mebyon Kernow learnt its lesson and improved itsogpamme, using
recommendations and studies from its own think-t&dwethas Flamankwhich published
an important statement call@@wards Self-Governmestightly earlier, in 1974° The party
itself recovered from the split surprisingly quigklThis was also thanks to growing
membership, especially among the youth. MK was miagaits efforts using its own
purpose-formedAn Gof Group (founded in 1974%° In 1979 the party contested three
parliamentary seats and almost twenty seats indisbuncils?’ The biggest success of that
year was, however, connected with the EuropeanaRsht election when Richard Jenkin

acquired almost 10% of Cornish véte.

In spite of some successful years during the setaitidof the 1970s, the following
decade was again full of seeking MK’s own role imitthe region and within the country
alike. Thatcherite politics represented a new alaof appropriate measurements which lead
to cuts in a number of fields. Naturally, cultusme — at best — only second after economy

and fight with inflation. The Iron Lady believedathviable community should be strong

22 please note thatornish National Partyand Cornish Nationalist Partyare two different entities which have
nothing in common. As their names are very simila@jr identities and histories are sometimes mixed
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enough to support its cultural activities indepentle without any backing from the stefte.
As a result, grants from Westminster heading taouarregional projects were severely cut.
In Cornwall it was manifested, among others, by sharp decline of Cornish language
courses. Mebyon Kernow, however, preferred isola@mupaigns such as demonstrations in
front of 10 Downing Street rather than setting hezent agenda. In the 1987 general election
the party even decided not to contest any s8atmtwithstanding that its speakers did not
state openly the true reason for such a step, feery doubted it was because of the lack of

workable programme.

One of such stand-alone campaigns wasQbmish Anti-Nuclear AlliancdCANA
which opposed building up a nuclear station at lymm near St. Austell. Although it
attracted support from the locals, it was actualpther crusade against the overspill called
Cornish Alternatives to the Structure PIZGASB which notably helped to re-create the
credibility of MK as a truly Cornish party fightinépr Cornish interests. This campaign
vociferously contradicted a leaked proposal todsibme 40,000 new houses in 20 years in
order to accommodate 65,000 to 100,000 peopléoild be noted here that the increase of
number of inhabitants within the United Kingdom veasteady process and Cornwall was not
the only county to tackle with the consequencesheret were regions which had been
attracting even more newcomers such as Cambridgesti Buckinghamshire. The
unemployment rate in these counties, however, easwhilst in Cornwall the lack of jobs
was an enduring problefh During the eighties another initiatives emergemthsasCornwall
Concern Groupor the periodicaléree CornwallandAn Kenethlor Nevertheless, they were

rather short-lived?

Regarding the attitude of Mebyon Kernow towarde #U, it gradually changed
during the decade. Formerly, during the 1950s a@6l04, MK was rather ambivalent,
opposing the common market. Nonetheless, as thstiqueof regionalisation was gaining
support throughout Europe since the 1970s, MK reidened its stance. The party leaders
realised that Brussels could offer to Cornwall aertadvantages which had formerly been

denied by London. It was believed that, ideallyy@eall could be a strong, distinctive and

% See Bradley, Christopher, H. J., 1988s. Thatcher’s Cultural Policies: 1979-199Boulder: Social Science
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visible region on the map of Europe, regardlespaticies coming from London. There was
one obstacle though - concerning the electionautofiean Parliament, Cornwall did not have
her own MEP who would represent just Cornwall. éast, Cornwall was merged with
Plymouth at that time. Albeit MK tried to initiate wide debate and change the constituency
borders a couple of times (in 1983, 1988 and 196@ld not succeed even if the purpose-
built Campaign for a Cornish Constituentya cross-party pressure group, gained some
publicity in the media.

The beginning of the new decade had witnessed landen party’s support again so
the overall performance of Mebyon Kernow resembdedpiral — periods of waxing and
waning were more or less regularly alternating.1996 the party launched its manifesto
Cornwall 2000 — The Way Ahedtie most concrete outline of its policies anchsgasince its
foundation®* This manifesto served as the main motto in the7 fheral election which was
dominated mainly by economic issues — the averdgP & Cornwall dropped significantly
after many years of severe cuts within the grastesy which had been implemented by the
Tories. Mebyon Kernow remained strong in opposihg so-called Devonwall strategy
advocated by Devonian institutions as well as thetral government. Likewise, the party
sharply disagreed with placing Cornwall into thgwa South West region together with other
distant south-western areas. In 1999 MK nominateddhdidates in local elections (a very
high number in comparison with the previous yeaks)the party was naturally following the
economic and political development on the Cornisth Bnglish/ British scene alike, it did not
fail to react to breakthroughs such as the closifighe last mine in South Croffy,
campaigning for Cornwall to be eligible for the Euhds® or advocating the need for own
Cornish Assembly§enedh Kernoy a constant feature in MK’s programme. The flast®ue
was embodied in th€ornish Constitutional Conventipa highly successful project aiming at
creating own assembly for Cornwafl.ln 2001 the party celebrated its"5@nniversary,
balancing the past development as well as lookinghe future. A number of academics,
including Dr. Bernard Deacon, have analysed the 06IMK in recent Cornish histor. The
party began to contest even more seats in locati@s and, as it was rightly stated in its
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anniversary overview, it had become a full-fledgedional political party with strong yet

workable programme, stable electorate and cleay-&aunderstand visions.

There will be an important change concerning th&02@eneral election which will
offer greater chances even for Mebyon Kernow —ntlmaber of Parliament constituencies in
Cornwall will increase from five to six, in otherownds the former constituencies (Falmouth
and Camborne, North Cornwall, South East Cornvi&lllves, Truro and St Austell) will be
redrawn (Camborne and Redruth, North Cornwall, Bdbast Cornwall, St Austell and

Newquay, St Ives, Truro and Falmoutf).

To conclude this chapter, the ideological backgdbwh Mebyon Kernow will be briefly
summarised. As mentioned above, MK is primarilyfCarnish party, focusing mainly on
problems within Cornwall and attracting almost esovely Cornish voters. It is the only
party in the United Kingdom which is based justhivitone county yet having a clearly set
agenda. Its cultural representation is quite stwhist the political one is much weaker than
the representation dPlaid Cymruand theScottish National Partyn Wales and Scotland
respectively. This could be partly explained by fhet that it took at least three or four
decades until the party transformed from a meresure group into a more classical format
of political party. However, at least since the ibaing of the 2i' century the MK's
ideological orientation is easier to determine ef@nits voters. The party declares it is a
modern and progressive political party fighting foetter Cornwall, opened for all
Cornishmen and trying to offer an alternative taxtlon-centred parti€.lts main aim is to
establish Cornish Assembly so that the Cornishraehstinctive nation with own culture and
language, would be represented in a similar wah@dVelsh and the Scottish. Logically, the
support for Cornish language stays high on thedaand it is not by accident that the party’s
very name is a Cornish one. Consequently, MK has lye favour of the so-called Cornish
Curriculum (i.e. the pupils at schools should bagta Cornish history, language, Cornish
geography etc.). The party stresses the histoneatage of Cornwall (for instance, in 1966
the leaders unveiled a monument commemorating Aha@d Thomas Flamank who were
executed after the Cornish rebellion of 1497) ytetloes so in a realistic way, having

abandoned romanticizing tendencies.
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Mebyon Kernow has articulated a number of issuesrasial ones before the media
and other parties did the same. Therefore, they paok a significant role in what is today
called agenda settingopecause many of “hot issues” pioneered by MK becagmart of
mainstream discussion sooner or later afterwardsekample, MK’s plea for establishing a
proper Cornish university was initially even ridied and referred to as a mere romantic
fantasy. Nevertheless, when the already existihgas and a technical college were merged
together as University of Exeter and given Royah®r in 1955 the majority of Cornish
population greatly appreciated the possibility aling own institution of tertiary education

and research. Similarly, MK was among the firgbtid forward environmental issues.

MK itself proclaims it is based on “Cornish, Gredeft-of-Centre and Decentralist”
principles?? This heading has been fostering under the cukeanter Dick Cole who also got
involved in launching special party branch for ygusympathisers calleldernow X In the
European Parliament the party is a member of thheggan Free Alliance. In order to stay in
contact with the general public, MK continues irblishing its periodicalCornish Nation In
spite of not having won any single mandate neithéNestminster nor in the EP, the party
persists in contesting the seats and in advoc&mgpish interests. It should be mentioned
that nowadays the Cornish question is being corsidas a relevant theme not only in
London and this would not have been possible withbe activity of MK. Thus, the party

lives up to its credoMebyon Kernow — The Party for Cornwall.

1 http://www.exeter.ac.uk/about/facts/history/
“2 http://www.mebyonkernow.org/?qg=history _more recgafrs
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4.3 The Stannary Parliament

Whereas the initial pressure group of Mebyon Kergoadually transformed itself into a full-
fledged regional party (even though the processnmadlways been smooth), the case of so-

calledStannary Parliamenis completely different.

As it was briefly outlined earlier in the te®tthe Duchy of Cornwall, established in
1337, had long existed as a semi-sovereign entitisirwthe Kingdom. This exceptional
modus vivendivas fostered by the existence of mines and thatia role as an important
source of finance for the Crown. The significanod atrength of Cornish Stannaries started
to grow steadily, especially from the"™.8entury until the end of the #&entury. Therefore,
the miners, later known as tS¢annators” were given a number of special rights, including
the right of veto, by Henry VII's Charter of Pardan1508%° Albeit the Stannary Parliament

had met in 1752 for the last time, it was nevealggabolished'®

This fact was fully utilised in 1974 when the Stann Parliament was restored.
Although the reestablishment was lead by a couplenthusiasts, the initiative attracted
widespread attention among the general public @hdlars alike. The reasons which were
finally embodied in the re-opening of the HouseStannators were similar to those ones
which inspired James Whetter to found the Cornigtidwalist Party. To put if briefly, it was
the slow and tedious approach to extend Cornisbnaaty — neither Mebyon Kernow nor
any other initiative or institution in Cornwall dasssume a position which would be powerful
enough to persuade the government in London totferpublic debate at least, according to
the Stannators. Moreover, they claimed that MK'sygaigning for own Cornish assembly
was totally redundant because the Stannary Panhnieas always been the best
representative of Cornish interests since its fatind. This assertion was especially harmful
for Mebyon Kernow itself because, as mentioned apdlke endeavour to constitute an

independent Cornish assembly was in the core ofdflicies. If there was no need for own

3 Please see section 2.

4 The termStannator who is a member of the Stannary Parliament, dsasethe termStannary Parliament
itself, started to be perceived in a rather synthety during the 2Dcentury. Having said that, it does not deny
the legal claim of these terms.
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legislative body any more, what should be ithison d”étreof the party’s existence? Why to

struggle with Westminster if there was actuallyneed for it?

The Stannary Parliament’s popularity increased ewwre after its members
proclaimed they were exempted from paying certaxes on the ground of the ancient royal
charters. Several members of the movement indeepdpetl paying e.g. the road tax.
Nevertheless, they were taken to court. On therdthead, such affairs did not discourage
citizens across the UK who applied to Stannary nestbp in order to be entitled to the
same advantages as the Stannators. Naturally, Wesém refuted the existence of those
special rights although it did not call into questithe legal continuity of the Stannary

Parliament as such.

There was another area where the Stannators gaidedoublicity though. They were
campaigning for what they called three Cornishness in every aspect of social life. Next t
promoting St Piran’s flag and Cornish tartan, tfayght against the hegemony of English
Heritagé’ over Cornish cultural-historical sites (as they believed). T¥@nnators opposed
the fact that the commemorative plague€aitnishhistorical sites such as the Tintagel Castle
(allegedly the birthplace of mythical King Arthuoy Launceston Castle were managed by
English Heritage. According to the Stannators, this wasigan of oppression. Ideally, an
independently run Heritage Kernow should take cafeall the historical sites across
Cornwalf® (this view is still shared by the Stannators artlep more radical Cornish
nationalists to these days). Moreover, they sayBhglish Heritage distributed on purpose
“biased” maps of Cornwall and England where Corhweds virtually invisible. This
happened, the Stannators say, shortly after théuitisn was founded? Therefore, it was
seen as a violent and on-purpose re-drawing obryisNaturally, it became an important
political issue as well as the dispute over théhaeological terms. The radical nationalists
claimed that English Heritage was deliberately miisg science in order to wipe out the
Cornish distinctiveness. They believed that EH redrknanyCeltic historical sites as “Dark
Age” or “late lIron Age” (instead of “Celtic”) anchéy accused official English educational
authorities of the exaggeration of Roman, Anglo&®aand Viking period of British history

and, at the same time, of underestimation of thikidQeeriod. Some of the Stannators even

" English Heritage is a non-departmental public bpdstly funded by government. Its main task is tesprve
English historical sites. Séutp://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/i&65
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contended that the EH’s policy was a kind of geemydering’® The whole action enjoyed

rather in-depth media coverage, not only in Corhwlal the end, three members of the
Stannary Parliament (Rodney Nute, Hugh Rowe aneINiicks) removed the EH plaques
from a number of Cornish historical sites. In 2GB2y were taken to Truro Crown Court.
Albeit they were facing up to ten years in pristmy were released with no penalty and

without disgracé?

As Bernard Deacon rightly points oitthe emergence of the Stannary Parliament on
the Cornish political and cultural scene was emblk&nlit was a sign of somehow ambiguous
character of Cornish nationalism. On one hand, etheas rather moderate branch of
nationalism, including individuals and initiativesor instance, Mebyon Kernow was one of
the typical representatives. Their actions werdovahg democratic practice with strict
avoidance of violence. On the other hand, thereeweovements which did not conform to
the rules. One of them was the Stannary Parlianddbeit some of their claims might have
been true, the Stannators were systematicallycéitictathose radicals who appreciated the
old, rather romanticising stress on ancient ethnend historical rights. The Stannators were
fighting against the “English invasion” and theyra/@ot afraid of using direct actiGhEven
if the latter branch of Cornish nationalism is quiteak today, it is not dead. The English,
logically, are afraid of exactly that kind of radiisnt* coming from the “West Country.” The
more radicalism is coming from Cornwall, the leslimgness to any form of devolution is

coming from Westminster in response.

0 Angarrack, John, 200®ur Future is History. Identity, Law and the CofmiQuestionIndependent Academic
Press, p. 254

*1 Angarrack, John, 200®ur Future is History. Identity, Law and the CofmiQuestion Independent Academic
Press, p. 250

2 Deacon, Bernard, 200Cornwall. A Concise HistoryCardiff: University of Wales Press, p. 215

%3 payton, Philip, 20024 Vision of Cornwall Alexander Associates, p. 22

> One of the most radical events happened in Decert®80 when a bomb exploded at courthouse in St.
Austell. The courthouse had previously withnessedraje of strong disputes between the StannatorsHand
Majesty’s Judiciary. See Deacon, Bernard; ColekDicegidga, Garry, 200Mebyon Kernow and Cornish
Nationalism Welsh Academic Press, p. 77
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4.4 Devolution

This chapter outlines the form of local governamc€ornwall and its development in recent
times. Since the process of devolution plays aromapt role in governing Scotland, Wales
and Northern Irelant, these regions will be analysed, too (in the fisstb-chapter).
Moreover, there are steady pressures in Cornwailingi at establishing a separate Cornish
Assembly; therefore, the second sub-chapter deististiae evolvement of local and regional
authorities in Cornwall as well as with the effodfsthe Cornish (the Cornish Constitutional

Convention).

4.4.1A Brief Comparison with Scotland and Wales

The concept of devolution, in general, could baligd using several points of view. One of
them is the geopolitical approach, considering riibtary and economic power of given
region, especially within international relationsdaworld-power constellation. This is also
well applicable to the United Kingdom as the coygrinfluence worldwide has shrunk
during the 28 century®® Furthermore, the ongoing regionalisation of the uelf may
powerfully diminish her role (not only) within Eyse. The other standpoint is that of human
geography which examines the very question ofttetality. Human geographers, however,
usually use a definition of devolution which ishat general: “Devolution, as applied to
sovereign states, is the granting of powers, arss$ipty autonomy, to subgroups within the
states [...]. But at times, and for particular ores pressures may be exerted by one or more
of the internal ethnic groups as they destabilizesystem and demand greater recognittdn.”

%5 |t is important to note here that the case of Nemt Ireland differs significantly from those ofdBiand and
Wales. While Scotland and Wales were involved ia dievolution discussion in the 1970s and again tiyven
years later (and they were also given their owislative bodies in the same year), Northern Irelaad been
granted a certain level of autonomy already inyars 1920-1922 thanks to the establishment ofriste Free
State. Furthermore, Northernlrish authorities andiety alike were tackling entirely different prebis in
comparison with local bodies in Scotland and Wdthe most vital of them was the Catholic/Protestant
Nationalist/Unionist cleavage which gradually résdlin the infamoudrouble3. Therefore, the Northernlrish
case will not be discussed in this thesis as thigldvdemand much more space and an extra in-depthisis.

% See Lacoste, Yves, 2007. Géopolitigue longue histoire d”aujourd”huParis: Larousse, pp. 114-120 or
Lacoste, Yves, 200Atlas géopolitiqueParis: Larousse, pp. 57-60

" Pitzl, Gerald R., 200&£ncyclopedia of Human GeograplGreenwood Press, pp. 55,56
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In this thesis, however, the focus is on the pmlltiapproach, i.e. how the decentralised
powers shape the policy-making process and wtlibeisole of partaking actors. In this sense,
devolutionis a specific type of decentralisation, findingeif betweerdeconcentratiorand
federalisation™® In other words, the significance of regions areirtrights within the policy-
making process comes to the fore. Hence, in the ciithe United Kingdom, we could speak
aboutregional state too>® Naturally, the role of national identity (or idéigs) cannot be
omitted here. As Vernon Bogdanor points out, “datioh may be regarded as a response to
questions of national identity®® Concerning the UK! devolution practically means that
only a certain amount of powers was devolved oalltegislative bodies (Scottish Parliament
and National Assembly for Waf&¥ whilst the central parliament at Westminsterl séitains
the right of invalidation of all the bills and meass passed at those local legislatures. In

short, Westminster remains the supreme legislgtbveer in the United Kingdorf?

Concerning Scotland, the region has been retaitglistinctiveness since many
centuries, prior to 1707 when the Kingdom of Grigatain was established. Even after the
treaty came into effect the Scottish identity dedtiner disappear nor merge with the English
one. In 1885, a special authority dealing with 8sbtaffairs was founded — the Scottish
Office. Its head, the Secretary of State for Scatlavho was also a Cabinet member), was
entitled to care for all matters related to Scatlas time moved off. At Westminster, the
number of Scottish MPs was gradually growing (whle major acquisition after WWI) so
that in the middle of the 1990s there were 72 M#gistihg for Scottish interests. Given the
number of inhabitants combined with the number &#sMn Scotland compared to the pro-
rata situation England, the average size of Stotmstituencies was smaller — there were
13,000 voters less in every Scottish constituénchherefore, there was a hidden question

within the system — why had been the Scottish gotrce stronger than the force of the rest

8 Fiala, Vlastimil; Richova, Blanka, 2002Uloha politickych aktét v procesu decentralizac&lomouc:
Moneta, p. 37

* Dvorékova, Vladimira a kol., 2005Komparace politickych systéml. Praha: VSE/Nakladatelstvi
Oeconomica, p. 105

€0 Bogdanor, Vernon, 200Zhe British Constitution in the Twentieth Centudxford University Press, p. 626
®1 One of the first advocates of decentralisatiorefethough in different historical context) was \dith Ewart
Gladstone, especially in his approach toward tisé i Home Rule.

Bogdanor, Vernon, 200Devolution in the United Kingdon®xford University Press, pp. 19-26

62 By all means, the Northern Ireland Assembly akits fwithin. Nevertheless, as stated in the figsitfiote in
this chapter, Northern Ireland is not our interbste. Thus, when speaking on devolution and mlate
institutions and events, | will only refer to Sésitt and Welsh cases.

% Dvorékova, Vladimira a kol., 2005Komparace politickych systéml. Praha: VSE/Nakladatelstvi
Oeconomica, p. 105

% Bogdanor, Vernon, 200Devolution in the United Kingdan®xford University Press, p. 111

% Richova, Blanka, 2005. ,Devoluce na britskyigpb aneb Skotsko na céesid nezavisloti,“Mezinarodni
politika, Vol. 29, No.7, p. 9
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of voters (specifically the English ones) for sonpaecades? The problem was solved only
after the establishment of the Scottish Parlianmei999, following a referendum which had

been held two years before.

Nevertheless, in order to get the big picture obtsh way to own legislature, we
have to go back into the 1930s when, partly asa&tien to inter-war economic (and,
subsequently, political) development, the natianahreness of Scotsmen began to re-shape.
This was embodied in the occurrence of national@sties. In 1934 th&cottish National
Party (SNP was founded’ Since then, it has been representing the very ebi®cottish
nationalist approach to own identity. The mountisigpport of SNP among the voters
gradually became a “threat” for the traditionaltparositions in Scotland which had not differ
very much from the rest of the UK. Since the 196@sConservatives were weakening while
the Labour Party proved the contrary. LP gained meters on the Celtic periphery (Celtic
Fringe) while, at the same time, it lost the mayoof its supporters in southern England
(logically, this region has become the stronghdidC® and, to a lesser extent, of Liberal
democrats). The two main political parties withue tUnited Kingdom in general, CP and LP,
have stepwise evolved their policies regarding fotyn of deconcentration. Albeit their
positions were developing during the course of t{anad, naturally, the parties as such were
not in fact monoliths without various opinion fawmis), at the beginning of the 1970s they
basically ended as follows: LP was in favour ofaape Scottish legislature whilst the CP
opposed such an idea. As the Labourists were ggpwsfronger in Scotland, the danger of
possible split of the party diminished. The Conaéwes, to the contrary, did not want to
allow any debilitation of the United Kingdom, ofetbinion as such. For them, the opposition
to devolution was a matter of principle — any weaakg of Westminster’s powers would lead
to uncontrollable dissolution of thousand-year-démocracy on the British Isles. Therefore,
when the Labour Party announced in 1979 there wbelda referendum on creation of
Scottish parliament, the CP united in fight agaihst proposal and coordinated its strategy
through the grougscotland Says N@SSN. In spite of minor moderate voices among the
Conservatives (e.g. Sir Alec Douglas-Home), therafdum ended with 51.6% in favour of
separate legislation which did not meet a speamatraiment set by G. Cunnigham that a

% Richova, Blanka, 2005. ,Devoluce na britskyigpb aneb Skotsko na céesid nezavisloti,“Mezinarodni
politika, Vol. 29, No.7, p. 9

57 Although the SNP was a new political party, it veasitinuing in tradition of th&ational Party of Scotland
and theScottish Party

Richova, Blanka, 1998. ,Skotsko na eelstautonomii,“Politologicka revueVol.4, No.2, p. 57
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minimum of 40% of Scottish electorate had to votéaivour®® As a consequence, the process
of devolution was halted. After the general elattwd 1979, when the CP came to power, the
discussion on transfer of powers to regions becgroandless. The change came with the
approach of New Labour after the 1997 general iele@nd after further weakening of CP’s
role in Scotland. Tony Blair announced there woble a referendum again. Shortly
afterwards, a number of pro-devolution movementsrged, the most visible being perhaps
the Scottish Constitutional Conventid8CQ.%° This time, however, the right-wingers were
not strong enough to influence the result by cagpag against the new regional parliament.
Hence, the referendum on"LSeptember 1997 resulted with 74.3% in fav8uFhe Scottish
Parliament set in session in 1999 after $icetland Act 1998ad been passed at Westminster
the year before. The Scottish legislature signifilyadiffers from the Westminster Parliament
— the MSPs are elected on the basigdditional Member Systefwhich combines both the
proportional representation /PR/ with the firstiphe-post system) for a fixed term of four
years and with the right to legislate everythingtths not enumerated as a right of
Westminster. Simultaneously, changes within thett&toparty system (which now exists in
parallel to the party system at Westminster) haaeolme deeper and more solid, with LP,
SNP and Scottish Liberal democrats being the s&singctors. Tax collection falls within
Westminster’s remit but the Scottish are entiteddjust the level of taxation 3% (which
had also been one of the two questions in the 18&fendum). However, both the impact

and efficiency of such a measurement remain hidisigutable’*

When evaluating the overall benefit of the estdirhent of the Scottish Parliament it
could be summarised that it was, perhaps, a kinddefjuate response to growing Scottish
nationalism’? After more than ten years after the devolutioncpss took place in Scotland,

the SNP speaks less about the entire independéismotiand. Naturally, this proposal is still

8 Richova, Blanka, 1998. ,Skotsko na eelstautonomii,“Politologicka revueVol.4, No.2, p. 60

%9 Richova, Blanka, 1998. ,Skotsko na eelstautonomii,“Politologicka revueVol.4, No.2, p. 63

0 pilkington, Colin, 2002Devolution in Britain todayManchester University Press, p. 96

"L Richové, Blanka, 2005. ,Devoluce na britskyigpb aneb Skotsko na césid nezavisloti,“Mezinarodni
politika, Vol. 29, No.7, p. 11

2 Despite the fact that the Scottish nationalismssally perceived asivic (in contrast toethnic nationalism
which is today mostly regarded as obsolete, primabrahd even dangerous), the concerns of the lanads
“blood and origin matters” are not dead, especiallyards the Englishman who settle down in Scotl@®
Kiely, Richard; Bechhofer, Frank; McCrone, Davi@03. ,Birth, blood and belonging: identity claims post-
devolution Scotland,The Sociological Reviewol. 53, Issue 1, pp. 150-171

It may be stated that Scotland is ethnocemtteicauset lacks any form of citizenship. Moreover, thepport of
Scottish Gaelic serve as a genuine anti-British, tworking hand-in-hand with Scottish pride on @elincestry
going back to the early Middle Ages. See

Gardiner, Michael, 2004Lhe Cultural Roots of British DevolutioRdinburgh University Press, p. 157
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somewhat controversial even among those Scotsmenveted in favour of devolution. By
general consent, the outright separation (and suiese break-up of the United Kingdom) is
nowadays regarded as rather unacceptable and gixgremes. Scottish politicians across
the political spectrum are aware of it and, it cobke argued, they prefer compromise to
escalated standpointslt is beyond dispute, however, that Scotland hasys maintained a
very distinctive position within the British Islebe it before 1707 or after that year. Strictly
speaking, the area to the north of the Border lea®mbeen subject to the direct rule of
Westminster. The Scottish have kept their own Giueducational and health system, not to
mention rich traditions and histof§The Scottish Parliament, therefore, helped toioorthe
shared feeling oScotishnesand, for the time being, its existence is moréess acceptef,
especially among the left, centre-left and devolust voters (naturally, the situation is quite

dissimilar among most of the CP sympathisers ahdratght-wingers).

After analysing the Scottish way to devolutionuicbthere be found any similarities
with Cornwall? Clearly yes but they are rather gahe both Scotland and Cornwall are
being considered as parts of Celtic Fringe, maintgi their strong cultural (and, to a lesser
extent, perhaps even ethnic) heritage including thaguages which serve as main pillars in
their self-awareness (it is reasonable to pointhaue, however, that the position of Scottish
Gaelic within the process of Scottish “nation-buityf and Scotland’s opposition to London
is not as important as the role of the Cornish lagg in Cornwalf). In both regions there
have been established regional political partieth vBtrong commitment to Scottish and
Cornish autonomy — the Scottish National Party lsliettyon Kernow respectively (no matter
how their requests for self-rule differ /and dif#fdrin the past/ in details). Nevertheless, |
would argue that the Scottish struggle for own e (and against the dependence on

London in general) is in principle rather incompdea Whilst Scotland has been existing

3 O’Neill, Michael (ed), 2004Devolution and British PoliticsHarlow, Essex: Pearson Education Limited, p.
370

" Sometimes the Scotland’s manifestation of herrditieness reached a rather extreme level, e 930 four
nationalist students stole the Stone of Destingnfiestminster Abbey and took it to Scotland.

Powell, David, 2002Nationhood & Identity. The British State Since 1808nhdon: I. B. Tauris Publishers, p.
193

S However, there is still a range of problems in tlay-to-day politics. For instance, even if the bemof
Scottish MPs at Westminster fell from 72 to 59 aftee general election of 2005, the so-called Weshian
guestion remains unresolved (e.g. the question heghahe Scottish MPs sitting in London should héve
power of voting in questions regarding exclusiviehgland). See

Richovéa, Blanka, 2005. ,Devoluce na britskyagpb aneb Skotsko na cgstd nezavisloti,“Mezinarodni
politika, Vol. 29, No.7, p. 19

The presence of special bodies present in Londaiis@issed, too: the Scottish Office and Welshdeffivere
restructured after the 1999 changes and todayg thast Scotland Office and Wales Office respebtive

® Powell, David, 2002Nationhood & Identity. The British State Since 1806ndon: |. B. Tauris Publishers, p.
193
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virtually as a unique territorial, historical andltaral entity for many centuries (and the Acts
of Union 1707 have not changed the very basisatfdievelopment as they were more or less
a kind of political and administrative “bargain’yornwall only has been a remote region
within England, even though with stable differengesulture and origin. Furthermore, the
Scotland’s geographic size, economic power andigallipertinence is many times more
visible than the same variables applied to Cornwéie fight of Scotsmen for own legislature
was of great importance for politicians at Westrtensnot only because LP, CP and Liberal
Democrats retain, naturally, voters in Scotland, @@ven if the strength of respective parties
varies greatly). The central government is awarthefpossibility that Scotland could, at least
in theory, ended up as a fully independent statetwh very probably — would be capable
enough to survive both economically and politicadlyd even do well in these respééts.
Conversely, the theoretical independence of Coinglis a desire of radical Cornish
nationalists which is, however, sympathetic to paftthe general public, too) seems to sound
like a utopia, at least nowadays. With closed mimggh unemployment rate and low GDP
the Cornish economy would not be able to sustéairdiving standard and economic growth,
not to mention the much-needed investments in oy, education and agricultural
development. Cornwall is also a very small regimont the geographic point of view which
would make any total separation technically difficBesides that, even if the tourist industry
is flourishing there, it is very doubtful that thhole Cornish economy could be based on
tourism — such move would be both unfeasible arndatibnable. Nonetheless, there is still,
in my view, a connection between the devolutioncpss and the Cornish efforts for greater
autonomy — it is the role of language which coudtve as a kind of tool for supporting
Cornwall’s position in negotiations with Westminst&s | would argue, this strategy proved

to be successful at least in one close case — Ir3Na

Although Wales has witnessed a very similar dgwslent to Scotland regarding

devolution in the second half of the™6entury’® the case of Wales retained a specific facet

" The economic viability of Scotland is often dissed when considering her theoretical independehiteit

oil in the North Sea continues to be importantrehare other factors which would probably help tistain
Scottish economy, such as growing investments t@® Ri&chnological innovations (such as tBiicon Glen
phenomenon) and growing educational market.

81979 and 1997 referendums, National Assembly faled/ as a parallel to Scottish Parliament (both
established in the same yed)aid Cymruas a parallel t&cotish National Partyno matter how their strategies
and demands differed in certain aspects, see JBaeg;. “Welsh Politics and Changing British andrépean
Contexts.” In Bradbury, Jonahtan; Mawson, John )(ed997. British Regionalism and Devolution. The
Challenges of State Reform and European Integratimssica Kingsley Publishers and Regional Studies
Assaociation, pp. 56,57), Welsh Office and Scotti¥ifice (even though the former was established nmatgr
than the latter one) and strong presence of thedraBarty within the respective regions
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of her endeavour for greater autonomy — it wassigaificant and irreplaceable role of the
Welsh language. This is best illustrated when mappine evolvement of the most relevant
Welsh political party -Plaid Cymru Being initially a sort of cultural movement supipag

the use and maintenance of the Welsh languagasigradually transformed itself into a full-
fledged regional party which demands greater rigbtsthe Welsh within their own home
region’® There is a noticeable analogy between Plaid Cyamui Mebyon Kernow in this
respect — both of them emerged out of the needsteif local cultural heritage, yet they had to
abandon the romanticizing tendencies in order tres$ voters with more accurate economic
and social issues. At the same time, however, d¢fende of the Welsh and Cornish language
respectively lies high on the agenda of both paffi@herefore, | would argue the case of
Wales and her way to National Assembly lies roughdyween the Scottish case and the
Cornish case. Both the Scottish and the Welsh wsreng enough to justify their
distinctiveness (although the role of LP and iteewofo arrange referendums is undeniable)
and they could be perceived as thared<™ within the United Kingdom. Simultaneously, there
are commonalities between Wales and Cornwall —uagg remains the main source of
cultural awarenessCelticness or Welshnes@and Cornishnesp yet both regions are closely

tight with England and probably incapable of aniirety individual form of existenc&

4.4.2 Cornwall’s Efforts to Establish Self-governmet

Cornwall’s endeavour to gain greater control owarihternal issues may be roughly divided

into two main types of efforts. The first one i® thtrategy of local authorities to acquire a

9 SeeRichova, Blanka, 2002. “Pramy vel$ského nacionalismuPolitologicka revueVol. 8, No.1

8 |n Wales the importance of language was so crubi, when speaking about the Welsh case, we wam e
consider the concept tEnguage ideologgs pertinent here.

See Coupland, Nikolas; Bishop, Hywel. “Ideologiéd.anguage and Community in Post-devolution Walés.”
Wilson, John; Stapleton, Karyn (eds), 20D&volution and ldentityAshgate, pp. 33- 49

However, at the same time it ought to be notited the language movement in Wales was not moHrich-
there was a couple of tensions regarding the comappnoach and the role of Welsh language within,biagtle
against London* and the meaningWklshnesi general (this manifested itself in the foundatodf the Welsh
Language SocietyCymdeithas yr laith Gymraégvhich took over most of the language issues fi@laid
Cymru)

SeeRichova, Blanka, 2002. “Pramy vel3ského nacionalismuPolitologicka revueVol. 8, No.1

8 |n the sense of German federalism, adopted maadty as a kind of certain model of regionalism

82 In this respect, it might be interesting to discughether the scope of rights given to the Natigksembly
for Wales (which possesses only those powers eratetemwithin the law, handed over from Westminsiter,
contrast to Scottish Parliament which retains alivprs with the exception of those enumerated asiréng to
Westminster) is indirectly expressing the weakesipmn of Wales in comparison with that of Scotland
(moreover, the National Assembly for Wales hasigbttto regulate the level of taxation).

65



corresponding status for Cornwall within the UK axistrative territorial system. The second
one accounts for the efforts of both individualsl anstitutions to establish a fully-working

Cornish Assembly.

Concerning the former category, Cornwall is bdkjicaferred to as a county within
England with Cornwall County Council as the mairtid®n-making and governing body.
Therefore, in the Cornish case there is a uniquebaation of distinctive identity of a given
nation (i.e. Cornwall) and of an exactly delimitedritorial unit — the county. No other county
in the United Kingdom is in similar position. It ght be stated that the Cornish population
resides virtually only within the Cornwall courfty.The importance of administrative
territorial status began to be an issue since 84 at least. Cornishmen have always been
aware of Cornwall’s specific geographical locataamd the weak and strong sides of it.
London was situated many hours of travelling froorr®vall and, thus, it became clear that
some kind of special administrative measure hdoetapplied. In 196@)evelopment Areas
were created. However, Cornwall formed a part efatgr South West region together with
Devon, Somerset, Dorset, Wiltshire and Gloucestexsiihis was simply too large and vague
a territory, with deep regional dissimilarities alsh within all spheres. The cultural and
historical specificity of Cornwall was melted downa sort of unidentifiable “South West
identity.” Neither the foundation @pecial Development Areas 1967 nor the setting-up of
Intermediate Areasn 1969 brought any satisfacti8hThings changed to the worse in 1974
with the concept of so-callddevonwall As it could be understood from the name, it was a
joint project of Cornish and Devonian authoriti#se Cornwall County Council united with
the Plymouth City Council. In addition, the Devooudity Council established tiizevon and
Cornwall Joint Committeaewith the aim to “establish a regional identity fBevon and
Cornwall.”®® The proposal was keenly welcomed by councillorsboth sides regardless of
political affiliation. The real and spiritual ceatwas Plymouth, together with its influential
media®® Naturally, this was nothing Cornishmen could agsit. The role of Plymouth has
always been somewhat pivotal in regard to Cornadtidofor more independence. Its location
close to Cornish county border meant that Plymou#is often — mistakenly — seen as a
natural metropolis of the “West Country” (with Bio$ being perceived as the hub of the

whole South West region). In reality, local authied in Plymouth were not very much

8 In this respect, the expatriate Cornishmen, ,Qousicks* as they are known, are not being congidezee

8 payton, Philip, 1996Cornwall. Alexander Associates, p. 281

8 planning Committee Agenda, Cornwall County Coyr@iINovember 1988. Cited in: Deacon, Bernard, 2007.
Cornwall. A Concise HistoryWelsh Academic Press, p. 212

8 Deacon, Bernard, 200Cornwall. A Concise HistoryWelsh Academic Press, p. 213
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interested in Cornish questions, usually considef@ornwall as the westernmost county of
England and an agreeable holiday destination. herotvords, there were no historical or
other reasons why Plymouth should represent theni§ldt’ Hence, Cornishmen quite
strongly opposed the idea of Plymouth being thetreeof Devonwafl® (or whatever
artificially created territorial unit). Later on, proposition for foundation of Cornish
Development Agency emerged but it was refused ke Ebonomic Development and
European Committe¢based at Cornwall County Council) in 1996. Thenfhattee was
commanded by Liberal Democrats. In 1997 the Lalgmwrernment constituted th®&outh
West Regional Development Agendhis measure was again criticised by the Cornish
because it was comprised of remote towns and atied as Bournemouth, Swindon and
Cheltenhan?® The latest change to this day occurred in Apri02@vhen the Cornwall
County Council was transformed into Cornwall Couitionly time will tell whether this

shift was a good one for Cornish local governarraeos®

Regarding the Cornish strive for separate legistatone of the turning points was the
report of theKilbrandon Commissionformerly Crowther Commission). This group of
experts, formally known as th®oyal Commission on the Constitutiovas established by the
Labour government in order to examine the poss#sliof potential changes within the
British Constitution; its final report was annoudcim 1973% Mebyon Kernow, Cornish
National Party and Celtic League united in orderstpport the idea of devolution for
Cornwall. All three actors set up and coordinateeirtdemands and they were offered the
opportunity of presenting their programme to them@ussion’> However, the proposal for
Cornish devolution was rejected and the Commissidg acknowledged the special position
of Scotland and Wales (they possess “separatenaiitentities”)** Hence, the Cornish had
to fight anew. After the period of rather unproduet 1980s, the demands for Cornish
Assembly became more visible again, especially ndguthe second half of the 1990s.

87 payton, Philip, 1996Cornwall. Alexander Associates, p. 295

8 The relations with Devon have always been someuwlificult for the Cornish because they though the
Devonians were ,stealing out of them“ many advaetaguch as geographical and touristic potential. In
addition, a number of companies have fled to Dewban the economic condition in Cornwall worsened.

8 payton, Philip, 20024 Vision of Cornwall Alexander Associated, pp. 40,41

% http://www.celticcountries.com/magazine/politicstowall-council-new-unitary-authority/

L However, the locals are quite disgusted by thesizom shifts within the administrative system. Bgrthe last
two or three decades one change was following anathd there was no little consistency in it. Iviw with
Professor Philip Payton, 9November 2009

92 Bogdanor, Vernon, 2004The British Constitution in the Twentieth Centu@xford University Press, pp.
585,586

% Deacon, Bernard; Cole, Dick; Tregidga, Garry, 200@byon Kernow and Cornish Nationalistwelsh
Academic Press, p. 60

% Bogdanor, Vernon, 200Zhe British Constitution in the Twentieth Centu®xford University Press, p.586
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Breakthrough was made off' $4arch (St Piran’s Day) 2000 when Mebyon Kernow,aon
symbolically chosen day, launched a campaign c¢lesgirhed at creation of an independent,
full-fledged legislative body for Cornwall — the @ash Assembly $enedh Kernoyw Teams

of petitioners were touring the region and the iatike gained widespread support
immediately, not only in Cornwalf The encouragement came both from institutions and
individuals, including four of Cornwall’s five MP&. The project was apparently backed up
by political parties and movements irrespectivéheir political affiliation?” In summer 2001
the petition numbered 50,000 signatutese. 10% of Cornish electorate. Shortly afterwards
the result was presented at 10 Downing Street wéimpaigners requesting a referendum
from the Prime Ministet® In spite of the fact that the demand has not Wefifled to this
day, the campaign still lives, organising annualetilmgs and keeping its members

informed!®

With the aim to support the initiative a parale@mpaign, theConstitutional
Convention for Cornwallwas established with Dick Cole (the MK’s leadas)one of its
functionaries®* To this day, the initiative remains a crucial gilvithin Cornwall’s strive for
an independent legislative body. Its signatoriad sympathisers believe that devolution will,
sooner or later, take place in this westernmostigimgounty anyway. Their beliefs reached
closer to realisation when David Cameron, the leafl€onservative Party, appointed Mark
Prisk, the Cornish MP for Hertford and Stortfd?d,as Shadow Minister for Cornwall.
However, a wave of opposition emerged immediatelgp aesult because, as it was argiad,
there was no such post within the regular governraed, obviously, Mr Cameron breached
the democratic principle of Westminster democraayirgy that one MP should only perform
his function within the constituency he was eledtad The heated debate only sharpened the
stance of anti-devolution politicians in London aibdndirectly confirmed the position of
Cornwall in the eyes of those supporters of a gtldnion — Cornwall is nothing more than a

marginal English county. It has no capabilitieshtwid her ground and, therefore, it is in a

% payton, Philip, 20024 Vision of Cornwall Alexander Associated, p. 41

% Deacon, Bernard; Cole, Dick; Tregidga, Garry, 200@byon Kernow and Cornish Nationalistwelsh
Academic Press, p. 107

" Nonetheless, the Conservative Party remained f@mains) highly sceptical to the establishment ofn@&h
Assembly in principle (as CP has almost always ettpp solid Union)

% http://web.archive.org/web/20050206014313/seneditkercom/pressreleases.html

% Deacon, Bernard; Cole, Dick; Tregidga, Garry, 200&byon Kernow and Cornish Nationalisiwelsh
Academic Press, p. 107

190 geehttp://www.cornishassembly.org/about.htm

191 Deacon, Bernard; Cole, Dick; Tregidga, Garry, 200@byon Kernow and Cornish Nationalistwelsh
Academic Press, p. 107

192 hitp://www.conservatives.com/People/Members_of i@aent/Prisk_Mark.aspx

193 http://news.bbce.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/politics/7948%8
http://www.newstatesman.com/uk-politics/2009/03&smative-party-local-mps
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need of a special unnecessary (and even unden)@tice-holder to fight on her behalf. As
the discussion went on, new and new obstacles cteth¢éo devolution came to the surface.
One of the most important out of them was, not ssingly, the question of a separate
legislative body for England. Clearly, it might baid that there is a democratic deficit in the
United Kingdom where England is the only regionhivitthe country which does not have
own parliament (in comparison with Scotland, Wad@sl Northern Ireland). This “English
guestion” is a sort of hot issue at Westminstet, ardy because of the fact that more than
80% of UK’s population live in England. The problésmalso closely related to Cornwall’s
efforts to constitute Cornish Assembly becausdéf English legislative body emerged, the
need for an extra Cornish Assembly would becomdewiant (with Cornwall belonging to
England and, therefore, falling under the Engleidlature). For the time being, the situation
remains in the dark. A number of initiatives cangpang for devolution in England have
occurred, with some of them enjoying widespreadstp(e.g. theCampaign for an English
Parliament 1*). Some of the more radical groups and movementsadd even the
independence of England (such asHEnglish Independence Patfj). Again, this question is

of utmost importance for the Cornish, too.

4.5 Cornwall and the EU

The relations between Cornwall on one side andEtirepean Union on the other side will be
illustrated in this chapter. The focus here will v three main aspects — the EU funds
(Objective One), the fishermen’s struggle and Jlfm¢he concept of the “Europe of regions.”

Since the end of the 1950s the situation in Colinwas stepwise worsening. As
mentioned above, the main reason of industrial mahcial downturn was the outdated
economic structure within the region, dating backhe era of Industrialisation. During the
1960s and 1970s it became clear that Cornish maghiactories and a great part of small
businesses were uncompetitive. Two oil shocks angjit measurements of the central

19 hitp://www.thecep.org.uk/wordpress/
195 hitp://www.englishindependenceparty.org/index.php
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government during the eighties only helped to folte decline. After the United Kingdom
joined the EEC, new opportunities for funding eneekgHowever, the Cornish way to EEC
(and later to the EU) funds took many years of tiagons. At the same time, the approach of
Cornish authorities towards the European projec gradually developing in a more positive
way and they began to act in favour of the reginemore consciously. Since the beginning
of the 1990s, Cornwall tried to qualify for the saled Objective Ondunding, administered
by the EU, which was aimed at poorly developedaes)i Albeit Westminster did not support
such activities very much, the main problem wasf#tot that despite Cornwall’s GDP was
less than 75% of the EU average (a crucial comditw qualifying), Cornwall was merged
with Devon in order to form the so-called Levelegjion. As a result, richer Devon improved
the overall economic indicator of that Level 2 myiso it did not meet the condition (the
statistical merger of Cornwall and Devon generaedmpression that together they looked —
and even performed — as quite a rich and develgpesater area even if the reality was totally
different, especially in the case of Cornwall alpri¢aturally, this happened to detriment of
the Cornish. Hence, they set to campaign for teeddlition of the Level 2 region and, at the
very end of the 1990s, they succeetf@Consequently, Cornwall (together with the Isles of
Scilly) qualified for the Objective One fund whichn from 2000 to 2006 and consisted of
four programmes — European Regional Developmentd R&RDF), European Social Fund
(ESF), European Agricultural Advice & Guarantee F(EAAGF) and Financial Instrument
for Fisheries Guidance (FIFGY The amount of money reached roughly the level 8@ m
given by the EU (and originating from the Structufrands) which was matched with the
equivalent amount provided by the British governteirca £ 300 m§% A great variety of
projects in Cornwall within the aforementioned f@unogrammes have been financed, ranging
from strategic investment to developing peoplenfoastructure and tourism. However, as the
vast majority of the investments were long-terrmature, it will be possible to evaluate the
overall impact only in several coming years. Tenvergence for Economic Transformation
is a consequent fund, running from 2007 to 2018, @woviding another £ 712 m (originating
from both the EU and UK source'$.Its main aim is to transform the Cornish economg a

to help the already made investments to become mae workable. With the benefit of

1% Deacon, Bernard; Cole, Dick; Tregidga, Garry, 200@byon Kernow and Cornish Nationaliswelsh
Academic Press, p. 100

197 http://www.objectiveone.com/O1htm/whatis.htm

198 http://www.objectiveone.com/O1htm/whatis.htm

199 http://www.convergencecornwall.com/
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hindsight, it might be concluded that the fundsenenade the Cornish economic structure at
least a bit more competitive. The money also helfgeébster education and liven up the
cultural scene (e.g. by means of various subsids®mdses, festivals and other events).
Nevertheless, the entire impact of the enormoustgrauld be evaluated no earlier than in a
decade or so. It should be noted here, too, tleaOthjective One’s help in Cornwall had also
its opponents, even though their number was ndlyreggh. Their argument was that by
receiving the money, Cornwall only admits her wesds) flathess and the status of a
periphery Again, it is the same leitmotif being used by t#i-devolutionists and other
opponents of any external interventions. In a setie@se people are afraid Cornwall could
become a kind of a trumternal colonybecause of her incapacity to manage her internal

matters and, therefore, being dependent on eitheddn or Brussels.

Therefore, it is reasonable to point out that Elé policies and regulations cost
Cornwall a part of her history and traditional kegie. Cornish farmers now have to fight with
subsidised fruit and vegetables coming from the tident and they are not capable to
compete as their prices are too high. Fishermemeher, are especially affected. Albeit
Cornwall used to be a hub of fishing for many cees) exporting the stock to a number of
European countries from important ports such asnéath, Padstow, St Ives, Newlyn,
Mevagissey, Looe or Polperro, today they are tagkinot only the natural decrease of
qguantity of fish but also the tough and often-cr##d measures imposed by the EU. The
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP), introduced at thgireng of the 1970s, has been heavily
castigated by (not only) Cornish fishermen due t& dbsolute inconsistency and over-
complicated character. Although fishery is not tim@in source of income for Cornish
economy in these days, it still strongly mattersawse of the rich tradition and its capacity to
keep jobs. Even the financial matters of fishingraa be omitted since Cornwall remains one
of the most-intensive fishing areas in north-westeurope'® The first complaints came soon
after the United Kingdom was forced to follow thE® measures shortly after the country
joined the Community. Heated disputes emerged ¢iverquota of cod, foreign vessels
throwing rotting fish into Cornish watet$' restraints on the number and practice of part-time
fishermen (and therefore severely engendering theame}*? or strong regulations over the

use of trawlers. Furthermore, many Cornish shipos/meere ordered to decommission their

10 Moreover, the largest private fishing fleet in &pe is at Newlyn, owned by the Stevenson family.
Western Morning News, 1BApril 1997

M western Morning News, 7January 1992

112 \western Morning News,"sDecember 1991
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boats'® That was an extremely painful issue since theefisten were not even asked about
their stance or opinion. The measure came diréaiiy Brussels (Westminster served only as
a transmitter). As theacquis communautairavas frequently clashing with the national
legislation, the uncertainty and disputes betweendon and Brussels were not rare. One of
the most painful phenomena was what the Britishefisien called “quota hopping”, i.e. the
occurrence of foreign vessels fishing in Britishriterial waters and therefore jeopardising
the catches of the British. However, those proceslwvere legal according #cquis. The
qguarrels were especially common with Spanish sbgesirring in British waters during the
1990s and catching all kind of fish they were p#edi The “second invasion of Spanish
Armada” fastened the public attention to the whptdicy. The clashes enjoyed detailed
coverage in nationwide medi&. As one Cornishman from St lves summarised it, lipga

on behalf of the whole community of fishermen, “Anemunist, Stalinist system of quotas
from Brussels is ruining our industry'® Nevertheless, the situation has not much bettered
since then as nowadays the owners of boats arg baimed from using their home parts.
The Cornish fishermen, however, have been suppbstddebyon Kernow (especially since
the second half of the 1970s). Cornish fishermamgelves, by contrast, were supporting
their Canadian colleagues who were tackling thesgatee of EU members” vessels right
behind the border of Canadian EEZ.Therefore, tens or even hundreds of Cornish boats
have been flying Canadian flags in order to shoeirthnderstanding of national supreme
right to regulate its fishery. The whole campaigioged rich attention and helped to expose

the EU’s illogical measures against small regi@sahomies.

As it could be seen, the Cornwall’s relations tmisathe EU are manifold and
complicated. On one hand, the EU has provided gelaum of money in order to help

Cornwall to catch up with other European regibfign the hand, however, EU regulations

113 Western Morning News, #50ctober 1997

14 The Daily Telegraph, 26July 1991

Western Morning News,"5SNovember 1993

Western Morning News, ihZAugust 1994

The Independent, f1August 1994

15 The Daily Telegraph, 24May 1984

116\nvestern Morning News, $2January 2005

7 The struggle culminated in 1995 when the vessieBamadian Coastal Guard and Canadian Navy puraued
Spanish (more specifically Galician) ship using ilhegal trawler net and overfishing turbot. In Gala the
accident was perceived as a confirmation of Camasligoremacy over her waters. The affair became krasv
so-called Turbot War. See

http://www.lavozdegalicia.es/hemeroteca/2005/03322428.shtml

18 Nevertheless, it is often forgotten that the Ebdered only a half of the amount of money. Morepuasrit is
sometimes reasoned, Brussels only redistributes Mvhad acquired from national governments. Initial, it
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and countless measures constantly make the livesdofary people even more difficult than
they are. Most of the Cornish institutions, todanme rather ambiguous position within the
discussion. Nevertheless, there is still one aspéttiin the relationship which remains a
steady feature of the debates judging the posdfd@ornwall both within the UK and within
Europe. Since the negotiations with Westminstey stdaher fruitless in the majority of
discussed topics, a part of Cornish institutiond ather entities realised that maybe their
prayers would be answered in Brussels. The coraféjiiurope of the Regions” could be the
right way perhaps. Cornwall could become much maséle at European level and her
rather humiliating position of “the last Englishurdy” would be weakened. Anyhow, at least
one question is left without any reply. What wobbppen if Cornwall’s economy completely
recovered so it was not eligible for any subsidiesn Brussels yet being already separated
from the rest of the United Kingdom? Would sucheatity find enough strength to foster its
identity and prevent itself from watering down wviitithe “EU melting pot?” There is no
answer to those questions now. Even if the EU helgsipport the renaissance of the Cornish
language and, thus, to foster Cornish identity,réhare no guarantees of the future
development within the EU, so much the more whendiwrrent crisis at financial markets
(and the subsequent tendencies of EU overall girate regarded. This statement is probably
even more accurate when considering the curresiscof both the EU identity and
institutional structure, not mentioning the conemial process of Lisbon Treaty approval.

was the United Kingdom who was paying extremeljhhigntributions to Brussels in comparison with wibat
got back (and also compared to the ratio of coutidns to grants of other member states).
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4.6 ThePosition of Cornwall within the UK:

Cornishnessvs. Englishness. And what about Britishness?

If the role ofCornishnessvithin the United Kingdom should be discussBdtishnesscannot
be omitted. No matter how peculiar the definitidntleese terms is, it cannot be denied that
they play a vital role in the self-awareness of BHkihabitants. What is Britishness then?
How should we perceive it? Given the fact that theited Kingdom took its present
constitutional shape through a series of treatieth (England, naturally, being in the core of
such politicd), it could be stated that Britishness was a kihdatitical (and even cultural and
social) construct in order to maintain the strengtithe Union, especially at international
level? Therefore, the notion that there has never begrBatish nationis sometimes taken
for granted® howbeit the reasoning for such a stance wouldrbbably quite complex. One
of the facts which complicate the understandingmbfat should be called British is the
constant confusing use of the teénglish when the speaker actually meddstish (and,
analogically, the interchange Bhglandwith Britain /or the UK/). Albeit the distinguishing is
in many respects not facile, the significance ofintaéning the sense of Britishness is
increasing at least since the beginning of the 438en the influx of immigrants became a
crucial political issué.Sustaining of social cohesion and good civic reteships would not
be possible without a strong feeling of belongingat certain community, be it Scottish,
Welsh, Cornish or British. Nevertheless, as thetidriidentity is somehow “artificially
created,” it is easier for newcomers to declarengeves as British (rather than Scottish,
Welsh or Cornishy. It ought to be noted, however, that even the tésalf has been

developing and in these days some obsehaenstend that Britishness is endangered because

! Gamble, Andrew; Wright, Tony (eds), 200Britishness. Perspective on the British Questiv¥illey-
Blackwell with Political Quarterly, p. 114

2 0n the domestic level Britishness was stresseelogfy after WWI and WWII. Since then, the BBC aXHS
are perceived as strong symbols of something Buigish. It was a natural evolvement perhaps asesitne
gradual dissolution of the British Empire the seaféeing British had to be fostered somehow. kséthdays,
however, the role of Commonwealth is still a notatshe.

3Scruton, Roger, 200&ngland: An ElegyContinuum, p. 3

* Kumar, Krishan, 2003The Making of English National Identit@ambridge University Press, p. 6
®Britishness has civic rather than an ethnic characthis aspect was, not surprisingly, emphasisedhb
Scottish and Welsh.

Kumar, Krishan, 2003The Making of English National Identit€¢ambridge University Press, pp. 238, 239

® First doubts about the cohesiveness of the UikKtaddom (or, generally, Britain) appeared in th&@9 when
the ongoing cultural revolution challenged a nundifesonvictions of deeply-rooted values. See

Dalyell, Tam, 1977Devolution: The End of BritainRondon: Jonathan Cape Ltd.
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it is Britain herself who is in a deep crisis. lietprocess of devolution goes too far, then the
very existence of the United Kingdom (and, consatyethe existence of Britishness) could
indeed be threatened.

As the idea of devolving powers to regions wasiga#ly gaining greater support even
among the general public, the sense of regionanigahg was steadily growing, too. This
could be especially well observed in the case djl&m. As the English did not have any
doubts about themselves (because of their unbeag¢sioinomic and cultural capacity) in the
past, the phrase “English nationalism” sounded wtrgnge, both to the English and to the
outsiders alike. Nevertheless, as the processvallukion has left England without the powers
which had been granted to Scotland and Wales, gingkn began to re-think their sense of
belonging to England. They realised that it wascdydhe feeling oEnglishnessvhich could
save them from being melted amongst other regiamsitities within the UK (and, more
broadly, within Europe as well). This move maniéekitself not only in a number of political
campaigns demanding greater autonomy for Engldnd,also in a more symbolic way, e.g.
in waving St George’s flag and celebrating St Gear@ay (2? April).? Since the centre of
the United Kingdom has always been in London, tbeitpn of England has, therefore,
remained absolutely crucfalvhen considering the theoretical notion aboutdissolution of
the UK. Notwithstanding, this does not alter thet lhat the English keep asking themselves
the pertinent question which Roger Scruton expreseeaptly: “What was England: a nation?
A territory? A language?A culture? An empire? An idea?® Be it as it may, the truth is that
the relevance of Englishness has increased dunmdast decade or two and only time will

tell whether this move will also greaten Englanelisleavour for noticeable self-governance.

Now, when we have analysed the phenomena of Bngiss and Englishness, what is
the relation between the two and Cornishness? Apglsr since Cornwall is a part of
England and, therefore, a part of Britain, all éhrgentities are overlapping. Nevertheless, as
the Cornish have maintained quite strong anti-Ehgieelings since the early Middle Ages,
they tend to exclude Englishness from their sefiriteon and, therefore, they roughly decide

between the two remaining identities. As Profed3aitip Payton, a prominent specialist on

Nevertheless, the reflections on the very sengkeotinited Kingdom and Britishness (and on they \arsis of
British society) became common around the turn ef millenium. One of the seminal works was Andrew
Marr’s The Day Britain Died1999) and Peter Hitchen¥he Abolition of Britain. From Winston Churchill to
Princess Diang1999, second edition 2008)

" Please see the previous chapter

8 See Paxman, Jeremy, 20@@iglicané: portrét narodaPraha: Academia

° Colls, Robert, 2004dentity of EnglandOxford University Press, p. 338

19 Scruton, Roger, 200&ngland: An ElegyContinuum, p. 1, my italics
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Cornish studies observes, the majority of Corniglogbe would describe themselves as
“Cornish and British” but only a minority of themowld say they perceive themselves as
“Cornish and English.** Therefore, the importance of Britishness and eflthnion as such
enjoys considerable level of support in Cornwalttuwally, the existence of strong United
Kingdom provides for Cornishmen a sense of belangall the more so that, as mentioned
above, Britishness is rather a civic concept whitglishness is tightly bound with England as
aplace(and, moreover, as the Cornish define themselydgmg ofCeltic origin, this would
be a notable obstacle when they would define themseas English, i.e. oAnglo-Saxon
origin). Even though the definition of Celticnessaiso vague (“being Celtic’ means different
things to different peoptd), for Cornwall’s inhabitants it is still much moaeceptable than
being English:> So what does Cornishness (in its primary sengegsent for both an average
Cornishman and an average outsider? | would atgateGornishness is not a pure myth; its
role is mainly symbolical but still it is groundexsh certain undeniable historical facts. For
instance, few people could imagine Cornwall with®atphne du Maurier’s novels and her
famous adoration of Cornwall’s countryside, peapid the overall atmospheteAlbeit her
style is often perceived (rightly perhaps) as &«ibéichy and over-idealised, the fact is that her
writing helped to catch the attention of Britonglan persuade them to either visit Cornwall
or at least to learn something new about that reghs a result, heritage and literary tourism
has become a notable part of not just Cornish eugrtaut also of her identity — the cultural
capital can be turned into financial capital intgua natural mod¥. Notwithstanding, the
boom of tourism is nothing new in Cornwall. Thoudsuof visitors began to invade the region
soon after the end of WWI, thanks to the legend@&mngat Western Railway. This
infrastructure facility was seminal in the interamexa when Cornwall opened up to external

influences, people and companies. In a senselpéti¢o create the vision of Cornwall which

1 Interview with Prof. Payton, #3November 2009

12 payton, Philip, 20022 Vision of Cornwall Alexander Associates, p. 13

13 Nonetheless, an important remark should be made. Wdthough the favour for Celtic/ Cornish cultlra
heritage has been growing, not all Cornishmen,raliyy feel the antipathy between London (and End)aand
Cornwall in such a strong manner. In the end, thgligh in-migrants to Cornwall also bring money gaten
though to a lesser extent) job opportunities whthm. Most importantly, a great part of the Enghsithusiasts
actively participate in the Cornish language relvivatending language classes and taking part itured
festivals and local politics. Their determinatianGornish question helps the issue to get moreiguldibility
even behind the Tamar.

4 See e.g. Maurier, Daphne du, 1984nishing CornwallLondon: Victor Gollancz Ltd.

15 See Busby, Graham; Meethan, Kevin, 2008. ,Cult@apital in Cornwall. Heritage and the Visito€brnish
Studies: Sixteen

Busby, Graham; Hambly, Zoé, 2000. ,Literary Touriamd the Daphne du Maurier Festivaldrnish Studies:
Eight
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still prevails among the general pubtffdNowadays such an activity would probably be called
propaganda and there is no doubt that the opemddkeaeping up the railway was a strategic
arrangement of notable political and economic fiamct Nonetheless, there were more
spiritual means which could be used to distingtighCornish identity from the English one.
Methodism was surely one of those. The revolt anidmen against the Church of England
was a kind of an early cultural revolutibhAs a result, Nonconformism started representing
the Cornish temperament; it served as an opposéganst the stiff Anglicanism. In this
sense, Cornish Methodism was closer to North Amaaricee Protestant Churches and it was
well used in maintaining the relationship betweearnishmen in Cornwall and their
American counterparts and other sympathisers omtiher side of the Atlantit® Albeit the
role of the Church, in general, has declined sitheeend of WWII, the contrasting roles
between Methodism and Anglicanism still matter. Eornishmen themselves it is one of the

pillars which stand for their Cornishness.

If we come back to the role of the Cornish languagthin the process of “identity
building” in Cornwall, it could be said that itsgsificance has increased in recent decades
thanks to a number of enthusiastic individuals enstitutions alike. One of the emblematic
moves was the establishment of the Cornish LangBaged Keswa an Taves Kerneweak

1967 Nowadays there is the promindnstitute of Cornish Studig¢é Cornish Language

18 prof. Payton’s lecture at Tremough Campus, Unityeo$ Exeter, 25’ November 2009

See also Mais, S. P. B., 193he Cornish RivieraLondon: Great Western Railway Company

17 John Wesley is considered to be the ,father ofHddism* in Britain. He also widely preached at oaén
meetings across Cornwall.

Deacon, Bernard, 200Cornwall. A Concise HistoryJniversity of Wales Press, p. 112

'8 Deacon, Bernard, 200Cornwall. A Concise HistoryUniversity of Wales Press, pp. 112, 113

!9 The Board was founded jointly by the Cornish Gddsand the Federation of Old Cornwall Societiesvds
stated the Board should continue in promoting tleenGh language and pick up on the work startedhiey
revivalists. The Board publishes textbooks and rointed material, organizes language coursesnaaetings.
Since 1982 the Board has 15 members elected evgpaid. The candidates recruit frdfowethas an Yeth
Kernewek(The Cornish Language Fellowship) which is a platf open to everyone interested in Cornish. This
platform issues a monthly pap&n GannagThe Messenger) featuring various articles, sspnaedieval tales,
news and pages devoted especially for beginnernseltas also organizes special language weekencls,asu
Pennseythun Gernewek smaller festivals such &ydhyow Lowender

http://www.kesva.org/who-we-are

% One of the most respected organizations withinréigrth of (not only) Cornish language is tmstitute of
Cornish StudiesStarted in 1971, it is now a widely respecteddacgic body. It was founded (and financed)
thanks to the cooperation between the Universitixater and the Cornwall County Council. The fisector
was Professor Charles Thomas who gathered a haofdéxiperts around him, including Oliver Padel oyrih
Cambellack. The group focused on Cornish archagolpipce-names and medieval history and drama.
However, the Institute was in a continuous develepimin 1991 Professor Philip Payton became thefchi
There was a shift in the direction of the ICS. dast of pure historical and archaeological resetirelnstitute
concentrated more on current issues and up-tojutatelems the Cornish society was facing. This shids
fostered by the new staff, most notably by Berriaedicon and Garry Tregidga. After having moved gtoof
times, the Institute finally set in a completelywneampus at Tremough (close to Penryn) in 2004. [O%
activities significantly helped to establish Celitadies as an independent and respected acadekdicrhe ICS
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Partnershig* and even BBC Radio Cornwall broadcasting from @farAlthough it is very
difficult to obtain the exact number of Cornish akers, there was a survey carried on in
200722 After many years of campaigning, the Cornish lamguwas officially acknowledged
by the central government as a minority languaggeuthe Council of Europe’s Charter for
Regional and Minority Languagé&in spite of the fact that it is possible for pspib learn
the language in special classes at primary schote position of Cornish is complicated by
the lack of consensus regarding the spelling rfrifihe introduction of bilingual signs

has been publishing the annual reviéarnish Studiesvhich promotes the Celtic and especially Cornisitlists

as an independent research field. A number of tetabholars have published tens of articles th&he
Newsletterthen informs all interested individuals about therent projects and forthcoming events. The ICS
also cooperates with th@ornwall Centrein Redruth where is th€ornish Studies Librarwhich houses the
most focused collection of books, magazines andiaamaterial connected to Cornwall and Cornislylege.
The ICS, together with the Cornwall Centre and othtated institutions launched an important itiia called
CAVA — The Cornish Audio Visual Archivis aim is to conserve all valuable visual and audaterial related
to Cornwall at one and secure place. The presanaddrial is both a heritage and a base for ongasgarch.
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/cornwall/academic_departisiss/ics/

http://www.cava-studies.org/

%L The partnership as such is a network of variosstiriions and NGOs throughout Cornwall with thenaif
promoting Cornish language and culture. Within tie¢éwork, the Cornish Language Partnership standthéo
language. It was founded in 2005 in order to takee cfor the implementation of th€ornish Language
Development Strategyt is based in Truro, in the heart of Cornwalldainom there it manoeuvres various
language courses, meetings, conferences etc. TheisGoLanguage Partnership is financed jointly bg t
Department for Communities and Local Governmemdieernmental department, based in Westminsterjgnd
the Cornwall Council. The CLP also publishes teglsand other learning material. These publicataresof a
high standard nowadays and could be purchased qa##y at various places in Cornwall. The CLP also
organizes campaigns in schools and, accordingetpdlople from CLP, children are keen to learn tlgiguage
rather than a bit distant German or French (ineawwith Ms. Elizabeth Stewart, one of the core aypis at
CLP, held on 24 November 2009 in Truro).

http://www.magakernow.org.uk/index.aspx?articleifi282

%2 http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/cornwall/hi/default.stm

2 http://www.magakernow.org.uk/index.aspx?articlei637

2 hitp://www.magakernow.org.uk/index.aspx?articleifl&35

25 |Interview with Prof. Payton, 37November 2009

% As mentioned above, Robert Morton Nance drew upraion of written Cornish which he believed cobll
used in the 2D century. However, as time went by, it was cle# tlersion was too inflexible and unsuitable for
the modern and quick development of the languagg. (@ecause of the lack of vocabulary describing
contemporary entities). Therefore, speakers andlach were looking for another solution. One of so
enthusiasts was Richard Gendall who invented a vension of Cornish calle€urnoack Nowedg#&New or
Modern Cornish) in the 1980s. He based this versiothe works of the Boson family and on the wgsirfrom
the late phase of Cornish (in contrast to R.M. awbo grounded his unified Cornish on the Middler@sh).
Gendall’s effort was appreciated by many. In 1988gympathisers foundélussel An Tavaz Kernugdkeir
own language board, and they started to publishaga@ineTeer Ha TavaZThe Land and the Language).
Nevertheless, Ken George had a different opiniom.shent a year in Brittany, collecting materialbiler to
analyse phonologically the preserved sources argktelop, as he thought, the only right writteniaair of
Cornish. He entitled his versidfernewek KemnyfCommon Cornish). When the Kesva an Taves Kernewek
(The Cornish Language Board) approved this verdiseemed the disagreement was ended. Howevettyshor
afterwards Nicholas Williams developed his own &#oin, assailing KK . Williams named his syst&ernowek
Unys Amendy®r Kernowek EwnygUnified Cornish). There is some evidence thatblased his approach,
similarly to R. M. Nance, on the Middle Cornish base he believed the major changes in the langstageture
had happened before the Middle period evolved. 8uers of Unified Cornish gather around the orgaiiis
Agan TavagOur Language).

The whole dispute was analysed at length here:

Mach&kova, Leona, 2006. “Cornwall a jeho jazyk. Peripeftornstiny na pozadi starSi i g historie,”
Souvislost2/2006

78



(including road signing) has proved to be succésgfough. When crossing the Tamar
Bridge, newcomers can read the proud bilingual ygaqunveiled in 2008: “Welcome to
Cornwall/l KERNOW a’gas dynergh?® All these initiatives help Cornishmen to defineowh
they are and where their roots lie. Since theytigtiag to act in a more cooperative way in
recent years, their efficacy is slowly but steaditgwing. As their representatives believe, the
feeling of Cornishness among the inhabitants ac@msiwall will sooner or later become
something natural and, as a consequence, so wilaiition of Cornwall being compared to
that of England. The Cornish, thus, will very prblyastick to the Cornwall’s motto “One and
All/ Onen hag all.”?

4.7 Outlines of Possible Future Scenarios

May it be stressed that any attempts to foreseé&uthee are only preliminary. The situation in
coming years deeply rests on who is in power attiviaster’® We can presume that, in
general, the conservative governments tend to pstfeng Union to devolving powers to
regions. In many respects, the measures introdogddew Labour (and not only those ones
concerning devolution), specifically by Tony Blair 1997, signified immense changes to the
British constitution. Thus, it is likely to anti@pe that it could take some time until both
British society and politicians would be willing fatroduce further modifications to the

constitution. Nevertheless, the Scottish referendanmdependence, which should be held on

27 Lyon, Rodd, 2008Gorseth Kernow. The Cornish Gorsedd — what it id siat it doesGorseth Kernow, p.
22

2 It also serves as a slogan of the Cornwall Couincibrder to demonstrate the resolution of thecafi
functionaries to contribute to the Cornwall’s stlagfor self-awareness and greater self-governance
Seehttp://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=0

# The results of the 2010 general election were anoed during the time when this thesis was beiritiemrup.
At this moment it is known that the ConservativatfPavill set up a coalition with the Liberal Demats.
Hence, it might be expected that the devolutioncgss would probably be suspended, at least fonéxe
couple of years. The economic crisis plays a pivatie here. Since the country’s debts have inecastably
during the last years, the government’s priority e to rectify the budgetary indiscipline. Thas, the separate
legislatures would demand both financial and peditiinvestment, it is likely that the governmentulb
postpone the whole issue. Nonetheless, the CPri€aled Cameron seems to have rather moderate agipro
towards the devolution process, certainly mildemthhe conservative governments under Margaretchbat It
is also expectable that the Liberal Democrats waldchand greater autonomy at local level in genanal,
therefore, the outcome of current government”sagughr could be a certain type of compromise.
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30" November 2010 according to the Scottish ReferenBilly° could incur a breakthrough.

If the Scottish electorate voted in favour of Saotl’s separation from the United Kingdom,
the process of devolution would probably gain argfrnew momentum. Certainly, this would
affect the endeavour of Cornishmen to establishGbmish Assembly. However, there are
serious doubts whether the ruling SNP would persulae majority of Scottish to approve the
proposal. Moreover, according to the strict intetation of the constitution, even the “yes,
yes” vote would solely have an advisory charadtance, at this point the government is
facing quite clear a challenge - to resolve thepdeeession and indebtedness of the UK and

then to await the results of the referendum.

30 hitp://www.webcitation.org/5jggEjHoR
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Conclusion

In this closing section several tentative conclasiwill be outlined. I will attempt to answer
the questions which | have posed in the introdupiad, using the data which were analysed

throughout the text.

The first question was based on Michael Hechti&esry oninternal colonies applied
to the case of Cornwall. | would suggest that, wteking into account the historical data,
Hechter’s approach does not fit to Cornwall. In ppinion, the somewhat special and
distinctive economic and social conditions in Coaliwad not been caused by any intentional
exploitation operated from London but they werdéeata result of geographical, cultural (and,
subsequently, economic) remoteness. Since the @elts more specifically, the Cornish) and
the Anglo-Saxons have settled down in the respecggions of the British Isles, the patterns
of their economic, political and cultural behavidwave been developing virtually separately
at least until the 18 or 19" century. And albeit some of the dissimilaritiesymaell be
observable today, this does not imply that the baebeen exploiting the periphery. Hence, |
would suggest that Cornwall isot an internal colony of the United Kingdom. Instead,
Cornwall is adistinctive region which stresses her exceptionality by emighmgsher cultural
heritage. Naturally, the Cornish language comes ¥hen highlighting Cornwall’s Celticness
or/ and Cornishness. However, it is reasonableppasse that the Cornish language is rather a
cultural issue than a strong political tool whiclight be employed when demanding greater
self-governance for Cornwall. Its role is primariymbolical — it is being utilised to

distinguish the Celts from the Anglo-Saxons.

Is Cornwall animagined community (in Benedict Anderson’s sense)? No. | would
argue that Cornwall is a unique region but notraagined community. Her unigqueness has
been evolving since many centuries and, as we lBaea in the previous chapters, her
struggle for self-awareness was not always frediggutes. Nevertheless, it wgwen facts
what were shaping the regional distinctivenesshefwesternmost county, not mere images.
Although a kind of symbolical imagination emergesuch as du Maurier’s visions of
Cornwall or Cornishmen’s emphasis on Celtic myths)role was solely a complementary

one.

81



Legendary narratives and self-replication of “tgdi Cornish elements” functioned
hand-in-hand with the Cornish language when bemgleyed by Cornish representatives in
order to enhance Cornwall’s right to greater autonoHere, as | would argue, Miroslav
Hroch’s study of national movements correspondght case of Cornwall. As Hroch
contends, there is a range of factors which takeeplwithin a given non-dominant ethnic
group’s struggle for independence (or autonomy)véd@r, language is merebne of many
such aspects - it is not the pivotal one. In otherds, there is no direct correlation between a
successful language revival and a successful rat{on autonomist) movement. Therefore, |
would suggest that the on-going revival of the @drnlanguage has two main reasons.
Firstly, as the inhabitants of the United Kingdono (natter in which region of the country
they live) have the “privilege” of being native sfers of current lingua franca of the world,
they have more capacity to learn “less strategiogliages such as e.g. the Cornish language.
Secondly, the Cornish elites have been encouragethéd achievements of Scotland and
Wales, their counterparts within the Celtic Fring@parently, had there been no devolution
in those areas, the revival of the Cornish languageld have seemed totally different and
maybe it would have not existed at all. At thisdimvhen Scotland and Wales have become
more visible on British cultural and political segn Cornish representatives have
comprehended rapidly that their language couldesassa valuable branding instrument. Its
political role, as elucidated above, remains vemtéd though.

Number of characters including spaces (pp. 1-8@uding footnotes) — 194, 165

(= 107 standard pages)

82



Summary

The aim of this thesis was to explore the phenomesfoCornish language revival from
political perspective. Since the revival is tightignnected with a plethora of elements within
Cornwall’s history, society and culture (e.g. thecby of Cornwall, Stannary Parliament or
Cornish Gorseth), these were analysed in rathextgreletail, too. Hence, the whole process
of Cornish cultural and political renaissance wageted so that the particular aspects of the
revival could well be put into context of both Eisgl and UK development. In the concluding
section of this thesis it was stated that the waflehe Cornish language, in spite of its
increasing cultural significance, cannot be pemregias the seminal factor within Cornwall’s
effort to establish a separate Cornish assemblyerefbre, concerning the theoretical
framework which the thesis is grounded on, | waalgue that the Cornish case corresponds
to M. Hroch’s theory of nation-building in relatida political demands — language is an
important factor and can be utilised as a polittoal when requesting self-governance for a
given nation/region, however, it is not the pivdiatet. Its occurrence could solely facilitate
fostering of national awareness but it may harélydbemed as the very basis of a successful

national struggle for independence or autonomy.
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Map of Cornwall No1*

! http://cornwall .town-centre-hotels.co.uk/
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Map of Cornwall No 2*

! http://www.visitcornwall.com/xsdbimgs/Cornwal1%20map.jpg
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Abstract

As it could be seen from the title of my proposedskér thesis, | will try to explore the
process of the revival of the Cornish languageeiaidl

After a historical outline, which formsasis for the understanding of the revival, and a
short characteristic of the position of Cornwalthim both England and the United Kingdom
in the past, the focus will shift on the processhef revival in last decades. | will concentrate
on its political, cultural, social and economic sequences that are traceable both in
Cornwall, in England and in the whole United KingdoAlbeit Cornish is a minor language
of Celtic origin, its political, cultural and sotianpact on the Cornish-English relations is
important and its significance is getting strongegether with the increasing number of

speakers.

Hypothesis

In my view, the revival of minor languages in gealeis a complex process, mutually
interconnected with the changes of the last threouwr decades. Together as the world is
getting united, that unification affects not onhetstate sovereignty of national economic
systems, but also the very identity of peoplesirtben culture, roots and their position

among the political (and also socioeconomic antucal) system. Hence, the analysis of the
revival of minor languages under the political pextive could help us to understand the
growing number of self-determination movements ibread sense. | believe the effort of
Cornish people within England/UK (as well as Breatamithin France or Basques within

Spain etc.) to become a more visible entity clagntheir cultural and historical (and,

consequently, political) rights could be seen asmaswer towards the ever-growing role of
globalization and levelling of specific identitiesund the world. Naturally, the process of the
revival as such is typical not only for Europe; gammovements occur in America, Asia and
elsewhere. It is a very dynamic issue, which, aelieve, deserves the interest of political

scientists and, more extensively, social scientists



My hypothesis in brief is: the revival of the Cahilanguage forms a vital part of the revival
of the Cornish culture and people as such. It mavement which reacts to the uniform
pressure of globalization. Cornishmen are learmingnguage of their ancestors, which used
to be a dead language since the end of the 18tiurgehey believe their revived culture
will help to form their new and old identity. Suatrenewed identity will bring, subsequently,

more political (and other) rights toward Cornwaiblats inhabitants.

M ethodology

The thesis will be based on qualitative researcivill be a qualitative interpretative single
case study. There are at least two main reasorits for

Firstly, | have preferred the qualitathesearch to the quantitative one because there is
not enough data on the process of the revival ®Ghbrnish language. Moreover, it was not
my aim to bring a clear quantitative data as altegisome proposed theoretical presumption.
| rather wanted to work up an analysis of the wiplestion, to conceive its past, present and
future challenges and, thus, to try to anticipheeriext development.

Secondly, as it already has been pawrplagned in the previous paragraph, | am not
seeking to investigate the causality — at leastpnioharily. Therefore, the thesis is presented
as an interpretative single case study.

To conclude this section, the case stioay been chosen because of the fact that it
offers the best way how to affect all possible dackalities and their relations which are
connected to the case of the revival of the Corlaisguage.

Key words

Cornish language, Cornwall, Cornish identity, r@yjvminor languages, England, English

identity, language policy, devolution, the UnitethK
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Literature

It should be said at the beginning that the litsi@ton Cornish is more or less scarce, the
more in the region of Central Europe. Thereforegy currently organizing a month-long
study period in England in order to collect reldvaaurces. | will spend two weeks at the
University of Oxford because the Bodleian LibratyGxford holds the majority of books
concerning the question of my topic. Afterwardsyill spend two weeks at the Institute of
Cornish Studies at the University of Exeter. Thiengll continue with collecting the material
while having the possibility of specialised disaaes with professor Philip Payton, the

leading personality of the Institute and one ofdheatest experts on the Cornish language.
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Note: this is only a preliminary overview. The list the literature will be substantially

extented after the study period in the UK.



