
Almost two decades ago, just like other post-communist countries in Central and Eastern Europe, 

Republic of Moldova begun its transformation from the communist system to a liberal democracy and 

market economy. Again similarly to other courtiers in the region, Moldova set itself a goal to join EU. 

The process seemed irreversible even after the first victory, since Moldova proclaimed its 

independence in 1991, by the Moldova’s Communist Party (PCRM) of the parliamentary elections in 

February 2001. 

Current thesis analyzed chances and some of the possible effects of the EU regulations in the field of 

media implementation in Moldova, where the old fashion Communist Party is in power for the last 8 

years and in April 1009 succeeded to disputably win the general parliamentary elections for the third 

consecutive time. 

After ten years since Moldovan government announced European integration as a priority and the first 

official document framing the EU-Moldova relations was signed the real situation in the media sector 

did not improve much. There are objective reasons of this situation. Many European countries share 

the same characteristics such as historically strong party press, external rather internal pluralism, and 

strong state intervention. For post-communist countries in Central and Eastern Europe that tend to 

imitate Western European models of media systems Communist legacy is another common 

characteristic. 

Prospect and process of accession to the EU has been on of the important external factors that affected 

the process of transformation in Central and Eastern Europe. Findings of the current thesis suggest that 

if properly implemented in Moldova EU standards may have positive effects on the media markets by 

making them more transparent, accountable and viable. Apparently bilateral plans with the EU did not 

motivate Moldovan authorities enough to follow their obligations. Local and international 

organizations pointed out repeatedly the discrepancies between the rhetoric/declarations of the 

Moldovan ruling communist government and itsommitment and actions to implement needed reforms 

in practice. Democratic norms areformally observed by Moldovan government in order to preserve 

appearances. Perspectives ofthe EU regulations to be implemented in Moldova are diminished by the 

lack of genuinepolitical will of Moldovan Communist government to abandon old habits but also by 

theongoing debate about imperfectness of the media systems in some EU countries that are farfrom 

being a model of a pluralist and free media. In this situation pressure from the outside aswell as a 

better, more professional and responsible job by Moldovan media o f informing andexplaining to the 

Moldovan public what our country’s obligations and their possible effects arecan eventually persuade 

the authorities in Moldova to comply with its commitments. 


