
The dissertation thesis Splendor curiae regis. Life and culture in the court oj the last
Přemyslid is dedicated to a study of the sovereigns' court of the second half of
thirteenth and beginning of fourteenth century. The author' s effort is focused on the
royal court, and the regnal period, of Wenceslas II, king of Bohemia and Poland
(1278/1283 - 1305). The text inc1udes reference to parallels crossing the borders of
this chronological framework both into the earlier and into the later time periods. The
royal court constitutes a target of study as one of the most important institutions of
the medieval period, as its centralizing influence permeated all society. The court
represented the place where politi cal decisions were taken, the supreme instance of
power and representation. Much in the same manner, the court constituted a centre
and vanguard of courtly chivalric culture, bursting into a full bloom in this very time.
The texť s seven chapters include, first and foremost, an analysis of sources and
specialized literature and presentation of the author' s methodical approach (Chapters
1-2). The major results are presented in Chapters 3-8. Chapter 3 surveys the coeval
ideas of a kingly court reflected in written sources, which most frequently distinguish
between the curia minor and the curia maior, offering also a theoretical analysis of
behaviour of the court based on sociological and anthropological methods. The first
part of Chapter $ treats the presentation of development of the sovereigns" court in
Bohemia from the early Middle Ages. This is followed by a direct analysis of the
form of the court at the clo se of the Přemyslid period, both from the viewpoint of
offices or services, and from that of direct personal representation and the sovereign' s
own household. The courtly life itself, both in its practical everyday aspect, and in
feasts and solemnities, constitutes the theme of Chapter 5. ...


