
Presented diploma thesis is concerned with the foundation of the first czech
premonstratensian houses in the 12th century, specially in relation to the central abbey of
Prémontré, the premonstratensian general chapter and two mother houses of Steinfeld and
Dünnwald in the Eifel region of Germany.
The first chapter deals with the central role of the general chapter and the abbey of Prémontré.
It describes the ways in which the general chapter has tried to control the other houses of the
order. We can follow the contitutions of the order to the half of the 13th century. In the
following text we are trying to describe the function of circaries and visitations.
The second part is treating the life of the founder of Prémontré – Norbert of Xanten – whose
life had a very strong influence on the whole order even after he was elected archbishop of
Magdeburg in the year 1126. We are trying to explain how the abbey of Prémontré and its
abbot Hugo of Fosse preserved the unity of the order in the following years. We are further
concerned with the ideal of apostolic life in the order and with cura animarum, unity and
diversity in the order. We are describing, how the premonstratensians spread across the whole
Europe and what kind of places they inhabited. The following part is explaining the role of the
women houses and the economy of the order.
In the next chapter we follow the leads of the two german mother houses Steinfeld and
Dünnwald. We are describing their foundations and development to the beginning of the 13th
century. The next part describes the role of bishop Jindřich Zdík, who was spiritus agens in
the whole process of founding new norbertine abbeys in the czech lands. We are trying to
explain why and how he did it. In the following parts we are describing all of the six czech
and moravian houses founded before the time of papal schism in the time 1159 and 1177.
They are as follows: Strahov, Doksany, Želiv, Louňovice, Litomyšl and Hradisko.


