
The Lords of Schönburg, the ministerial House of Holy Roman Empire, come from Saxon Pleissenland.
As sources show, their first contact with the Czech Kingdom dates back to Přemyslid period. This thesis
observes their first steps in our country; their lives during the rule of the Luxemburgs up to the time of
the rule of the Czech king Wenzeslaw IV. Fridrich of Schönburg – Glauchau may be considered as a
certain ancestor of the Lords of Schönburg settled in Bohemia. He became an ally of the Czech king
Wenzeslaw I., who was seeking for support between the foreign nobility against new rising landed
nobility in Bohemia. His descendants settled down in the Czech Kingdom.
The Lords of Schönburg became vassals of the Czech kings. At first they took vows of loyalty to
Wenzeslaw III., and gave up Glauchau estate in Pleissenland for benefit of the king. As late as the rule
of Charles IV., they gained feuds in Bohemia - Hasištejn, Perštejn, Egerberk and Ervěnice. Here they
built up their domains, which didn’t exist for a long time because of their losses by demises, sales and
confiscations.
Both during the rule of the Přemyslids and the Luxemburgs, the Lords of Schönburg appeared in
sourroundings of the kings. Their names are mentioned in the documents of the Czech sovereigns and
their coat of arms was carved in an audience chamber of Lauf castle, which provides us the picture of the
court members of the Czech kings. However they didn’t hold an office long or hereditable. Temporarily
they held an office of a district administrator of Kadaň. Only for a short time Fridrich of Schönburg was
the vice-chamberlain of the Czech king. Arnošt and Albrecht performed in land court and Arnošt also in
King’s court.
The Lords of Schönburg implanted ourselves in the structure of Czech nobility. In spite of erection of
the New Schönburg castle, they didn’t create their own domain.


