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The subject of the doctoral thesis is to analyze the cottage dwelling, its development and 

expansion in the period of the so-called normalization period, with particular attention to its 

impact on the daily lives of citizens in Czechoslovakia. This paper is based on an oral history 

research that has been carried out with 30 cottagers from all regions of the Czech Republic. 

The main aim of this project has not been only to collect interviews with members of this 

particular group, but also to conduct the analysis of these interviews, to critically deal with 

their content and confront them with other sources, partly also with interviews from other 

projects. 

Cottaging as a social phenomenon started to develop dynamically after the WWII. In the 

second part of the 20th century it went through several phases. The phenomenon of cottaging 

is usually talked about in close connection with the period of the so-called normalization. 

However the origins of this phenomenon can be traced back to the end of the 19th century. 

It is a fact that the number of cottages was three times higher during the so-called 

normalization era than in the previous period. The author focused on the question what was 

driving so many people to acquire a cottage. 

Cottaging is also specific by the fact that families used to spend their weekends and holidays 

for the most of the year at their secondary dwelling. This resulted in a certain form of „space 

schizophrenia”. 

Generally speaking, cottaging is quite common also in other countries. Statistics show that 

there are many countries with higher percentage of secondary dwellings than the Czech 

Republic. However, the value that Czech people see in cottaging is quite unique. Also the 

interviews with cottagers showed that a cottage is not perceived just as a secondary house, but 

as a secondary home. 

The normalization era wasn’t the cause of this phenomena but it did provide it with its 

specifics. A cottage was not considered to be just a recreational object, but a real secondary 

dwellings, a place where the whole family including grandparents could meet. It was a very 

specific phenomenon that to a certain extent contributed also to a change of Czechoslovak 

landscape, the culture of housing and the social behaviour of urban people. 


