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The aim of this diploma thesis is to introduce John Paul II’s view of the mystery of 

suffering. Based on the Pope’s writings, the author is attempting to find the main theological 

motives that make suffering meaningful.  

The thesis is divided into five chapters. The starting point is the third chapter, which 

describes the mystery of suffering. Pope John Paul II. sees the answer to suffering in God’s 

revelation of His love to a man. Christ on the cross reveals the love of God, which is faithful, 

and is even willing to sacrifice life for a man. God, who loves in such a way, could not have 

wanted for a man to suffer. Suffering came to the world trough man’s freedom that decided 

for sin and thus betrayed Love. Jesus’ suffering reveals also the evil of the sin that has 

separated a man from God. Jesus as a perfect man, new Adam, also reveals the nature of 

man’s vocation. A man is called to love and self-sacrifice. Christ wants a man to follow Him. 

Resurrection of Christ assures us that love is stronger than any evil. As suffering came into 

being trough rejection of love, its significance is utterly in return to love. Trough fait a man 

can uncover in their own suffering and in suffering of the others, Jesus’ sufferings that redeem 

the world. If a man fills their suffering with love in the same way as Christ did, they help to 

make this world better. Only love and nothing else can stop evil in the world. The resurrection 

assures a man, that their suffering will pass away one day and the day of glory will come. The 

world of human suffering evokes the world of human love. To help those who suffer is the 

essence of each man’s vocation and Church’s vocation. Thus a man and the whole Church 

remains faithful to their vocations.  
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