
Summary 

 

Renewable sources of energy from a legal standpoint 

 

This diploma thesis is focused on the area of renewable sources of energy, and focuses 

primarily on a description of their legal background. This is provided by the law of the 

European Union as well as by Czech legislation; general principles and constitutional bases 

are also noted in this thesis. Renewable sources of energy are currently one of the most 

significant and most-discussed parts of the energy sector. They are one of the means of 

protecting the environment, supporting the energy market, creating new (green) jobs, and 

developing regions.  

This thesis is composed of eight chapters. The opening chapter discusses the subject-

matter of the thesis – renewable sources of energy – theoretically and legally, and explains 

theoretical and legal terms which are similar. The distinction is crucial in order to realize the 

true extent of sources from law. The second chapter outlines the most important sources of 

law related to renewable energy and related issues. This preview is in order to simplify 

orientation in the subsequent text. The next chapter further describes regulation within the 

European Union. Again, a division into conceptual instruments, primary law, and secondary 

law, with regard to their numerous interconnections, is present to simplify the presentation of 

legal regulation. This area has a high importance with respect to the adopted “climate and 

energy package” as European legislation affects and shapes the regulation of renewable 

sources of energy in the Member States of the European Union.  

The fundamental part of the thesis is chapter four, which deals with Czech national 

legislation on renewable sources of energy, beginning with conceptual instruments and 

continuing through statutory provisions. Czech law in this sector is not fully in compliance 

with EU legislation (in particular with the new 2009/28/EC directive), but nevertheless 

provides a good framework for the energy sector. The fifth chapter explains the current 

problem with photovoltaics in the Czech Republic. The problem is very broad, and is more 

technical than legal. However, resolution of the present situation must be found on a legal 

basis. This thesis presents some of the potential changes and amendments, and forms some 

ideas from a normative standpoint.  

The economic regime of renewable energy support is the content of chapter six. The 

European Union economic regimes are dealt with generally, and the Czech means of support 



are described more specifically. The final chapter focuses on the conflicts between the 

exploitation of renewable sources of energy and environmental protection, some specific 

examples are provided, and conclusions are drawn.  

 


