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The dissertation (accepted as a rigorous) thesis is concerned with selected taxa of
lagomorphs, an ancient conservative group of herbivorous mammals, in the Pliocene and
Pleistocene (Ruscinian — Biharian) of Europe. Using techniques of detailed morphometric
analysis of 42 metric and 14 non-metric features, the fossil material (mostly new unpublished)
of dental and cranial remains of Lagomorpha from 38 localities of Central, Southeastern, and
Eastern Europe covering stratigraphically the period from Early Ruscinian to Late Biharian
(MN 14 — Q2) was analyzed in detail. The work provides: (1) Ochotonidae — a detailed
revision of poorly known pikas of “Ochotona group” from the Pliocene (Ruscinian) of
Eastern and Southeastern Europe (i.e. Ochotona antiqua, Pseudobellatona, and Ochotonoma);
a detailed morphometric survey of all currently available fossil record of Ochotona from the
Pleistocene (MN 17 — Q1) localities of the Czech and Slovak Republics, it enlarges
knowledge about these ochotonids based, up to now, on the relatively scarce fossil record
from France, Germany, Poland, and Hungary; (2) Leporidae — a comprehensive revision of
Hypolagus — the important and dominant genus of Leporidae in the Pliocene and Pleistocene
(MN 15 — Q2) of Central and Southeastern Europe, a survey of all currently available, up to
now unstudied in detail, finds from localities of the Czech and Slovak Republic supplements
the revisions provided from the area of Poland, Austria, and partly from Hungary. The thesis
enlarges knowledge about the taxonomy, nomenclature, phylogeny, and paleobiogeography of
studied taxa in the Pliocene and Pleistocene (Ruscinian — Biharian) of Europe. The main
results were primarily processed and structured in a form of the following scientific papers or
manuscripts accepted for publication.
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